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After the Hebron deal 

Observers warn against going 
into final status talks too soon 


Jordan-Iraq trade protocol 
renewed amidst hopes for a 
new chapter in relations 


By Raed AI Abed 

Star Staff Writer 
ALTHOUGH CELEBRATED 
by the world as a major break¬ 
through in the sialmated peace 
negotiations, not all Jordanians, 
and Palestinians for that matter, 
are happy with the Hebron 
deal, which was signed and 
sealed last week. As the Pales¬ 
tinian and Israeli leaderships 
attempt to explain the benefits 
of the deal to their people, the 
general belief in Jordan is that 
the deal had greatly encroached 
on Palestinian historical rights 
and mostly serves Israeli 
interests. 

' On the ground the deal 
divided Hebron into two parts, 
(H2) the old city of Hebron 
where 4S0 Jewish settlers 
reside, and also where the Ibra- 
himi Mosque and other Islamic 
sites are situated. These areas 
form 20 percent of Hebron and 
will remain under Israeli con¬ 
trol until their fate is decided 
within the • coming three 
months. The remaining 80 per¬ 
cent (HI) of the city was 
handed over to the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) ear¬ 
lier this week. 

"The Hebron deal is aimed at 
giving [BinjaminJ Netanyahu 
justification for accepting what 
was accepted previously; but 
this time it is at a better condi¬ 
tion," said Labib Kamhawi, a 


LURIE’S 



political commentator, and a 
critic of the Oslo accords on 
which the latest deal is based. 

“The agreement means that 
the Palestinians had to accept 
more losses than they were 
willing to accept under the pre¬ 
vious Labor party govern¬ 
ment,” he added. 

Tn the light of the unequal 


balance of power, the deal is 
considered by some as an 
important gain for the Palestin¬ 
ians. Hebron joined the other 
seven Palestinian cities— 
labeled (A) in the Oslo II 
aeconJ. 

“We should not underesti¬ 
mate the return of 80 percent of 
Hebron to Palestinian control.” 


said Mr Nawaf AI Zaro. a 
researcher on the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. “I do not say the city 
was liberated, hut i would say 
geographically it is now linked 
to other Palestinian cities, this 
mean a lot.” 

Some like to describe the 
current status of the peace pro¬ 
cess as "peace in pieces" refer¬ 
ring to the A. B. C areas that 
divide the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip like a jigsaw puzzle. It 
was agreed under the Oslo 
agreements [hat these areas 
must be handed over to the Pal¬ 
estinian National Authority 
before March of this year. Bui 
the Israeli side, since the vic¬ 
tory of Likud last May. has 
been engaged in stalling 
tactics. 

Leaving 20 percent of Heb¬ 
ron under Israeli occupation 
makes Palestinians suspicious 
of Israeli intentions and adds a 
new obstacle to the peace pro¬ 
cess, which would definitely 
cast a shadow on the final stage 
of talks. 

Furthermore, concerning the 
(B) areas there are 417 Pales¬ 
tinian villages which are still 
under Israeli military control, 
while Lhe PNA looks after the 
civil side. The (Cl areas are 
supposed to be "unpopulated" 
Palestinian lands and where 
Jewish settlements are builL 
However, these areas should be 


handed over to the PNA by 
March, according to Oslo li. 

The imposed Israeli obsta¬ 
cles are clear despite prior 

agreement between the two 
sides. Like, the Gaza port and 
airport. Israel insists on manag¬ 
ing the posts of director and 
maintaining a full Israeli secur¬ 
ity control in both. The so- 

Continued on page 2 


Weather 

Outlook 

Snow is expected to fall 
on elevations of 1000 
meters above sea level 
Thursday and Friday as 
a result of a cold air 
mass accompanying a 
depression centered over 
Syria, according to the 
weatherman. Rain 

storms accompanied at 
times by lightning and 
hail are expected. Tem¬ 
peratures will go down 
noticeably (3C to 7C) and 
the winds gusty. The 
weather should improve 
by Friday evening. 


By Ilham Sadeq 

Star Staff Writer 
IN A bid to end a dispute 
over their tcn*c political and 
economic tics that marked Lhe 
last few months, Jordan and 
Iraq finally signed lhe oil 
agreement and renewed the 
trade protocol tor 1997. The 
Higher Ministerial Commit¬ 
tee that comprised representa¬ 
tives from the two countries 
managed to turn over a new 
leaf in their relations os they 
agreed to raise lhe new trade 
protocol, settle debts and 
increase the price of Iraqi 
crude oil exported to Jordan. 

The oil agreement also 
stipulates boosting coopera¬ 
tion between Jordan and Iraq 
in the Held of oil drilling, 
excavations and exploration 
together with exchanging 
expertise to build a refinery 
in Aqaba. 

After his return from Bagh¬ 
dad. All Abul Raghcb. minis¬ 
ter of trade and industry said 
that 1997 trade protocol was 
increased from $220 million 
annually to $255 million, u 
rise of $35 million. 

The two sides also 
approved a rise in the Iraqi 
crude oil price from SI5.25 
per barrel to $19.10 bearing 
in mind that the market price 
is $25 per barrel. Iraqi Presi¬ 
dent. Saddam Hussein, dur¬ 


ing his meeting wiLh Abul 
Ragheb and Hashem Dabbas. 
minister of eneigy last week 
assured them that Iraq 
increased its crude oil and by¬ 
products donation to Jordan 
from $250 million to $300 
million this year. 

Early this week. Prime Min¬ 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti 
met the Iraqi Deputy Premier. 
Tareq Aziz, and both stressed 
the need to boost inter-Arab 
economic lies and put aside 
political differences to face 
future challenges. 

Kabariti and Aziz also 
spoke about intensifying 
efforts to pave the way for the 
complete lifting of UN sanc¬ 
tions imposed on Iraq since 
1990. 

While economists point out 
that the increase in Iraqi oil 
exported to Jordan would cost 
the Treasury an additional 
$70-75 million. Marwan Ai 
Muasher, minister of informa¬ 
tion said “the oil agreement 
concluded with Iraq is accept¬ 
able and balanced." 

However, some concern 
was expressed. Muasher 
pointed out that the accord 
will force the government to 
look for alternative measures 
to cover the price hike. But he 
stressed that no steps have 
been taken so far. 

Trade relations between 
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Jordan and Iraq ore not 
restricted to the protocol 
which is renewed annually. 
In the light of the implemen¬ 
tation of the oil for food for¬ 
mula that was signed between 
UN and Iraq. Jordon's econ¬ 
omy can benefit greatly. It 
has received the official 
approval to provide Iraq with 
basic foodstuffs and pharma¬ 
ceuticals as stipulated in the 
deal, Abul Ragheb said. 

He added that Iraq will 
import 250.000 tons of these 
needs via the Aqaba port and 
within the coming few 
months. 

The Governor of the Ccn- 

Con tin ued on page 2 


Sudan rebels claim to make 
inroads against government 


By John DanJszewski 

LA Times- Washington Post- 
News Service 

CAIRO—Sudanese rebels 

claimed Tuesday to have killed 
hundreds of government troops 
and pushed to within 40 miles 
of a key hydroelectric dam in a 
mushrooming military cam¬ 
paign to topple Sudan's 
Islamic government, long 
accused by the United States 
as a sponsor of global 
terrorism. 

The offensive that began 
nine days ago has spread 
quickly along a 400-mile front, 
raising questions about 
whether an alliance between 
Arabic-speaking opposition 
groups from the north and 
black African rebels from the 
south wifi spark a raassopris- 
ing against Sudanese President 
Omar Bashir and the country’s 
unofficial leader. Parliament 
Speaker Hassan Turabi. 

The Khartoum government, 
shocked by the sudden threat, 
blames its predicament on an 
international plot by the United 
States, Israel, Eritrea and Ethi- 





Bashir 

opia that it says is aimed not 
only against Sudan but against 
Islam itself. It has called upon 
large numbers of volunteers to 
rush to the fronts In the east- 
and south of the country, while 
last week launching urgent 
appeals across the Arab world 
for help. 

But Sudan's sjsecial envoy 
to Egyptian President Hosni 


Mubarak went away disap¬ 
pointed, with Mubarak calling 
the fighting an “internal affair," 
not a foreign invasion as Khar¬ 
toum contends. 

Adding .political pressure 
Tuesday. Sadek Mahdi, the 
ousted Sudanese prime minister 
who recently made a clandes¬ 
tine escape from Khartoum, 
called for a popular uprising 
and encouraged the army and 
police to defect. 

The latest fighting brought 
rebels to within 40 miles of 
Damazin, site of the Roseires 
Dam in southeastern Sudan, 
which provides 80 percent of 
the electric power for Khar¬ 
toum, said rebel spokesmen in 
Asmara, the capital of Eritrea. 

Hie claims could not be 
independently verified. 

Rebels in the northeast also 
are said to be continuing their 
efforts to cut the vital supply 
road between Khartoum and 
Pan Sudan on the Red Sea. 

Fighting was taking place 
within 300 miles from the capi¬ 
tal, the rebels said, and 1260 

Continued on page 2 



Israel has muted 
response to S. Africa 
arms proposal 
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one of the many Inaugural balls following his swearing-in for a second term in office 
that will usher the US into the 21st venturv. UPI 


Rumors of Romanov return thrill 
Russian monarchists 


By Lee Hockstader 

IA Times- Washing ton Post 
Newsservice 

MOSCOW—It’s the fondest 
hope of Moscow's most wild- 
eyed street protesters and a 
cherished dream for a handful 
of nostalgia buffs who trace 
their ancestry'; » 

revolutionary 

But is it possible that Boos 
Yeltsin, too, warns to restore a 
mie for the Romanov dynasty 
as Russia's official imperial 

family? _ ,_, 

Under a front-page tead- 
« ne __"Yeltsin Welcomes Bade 
HdTto the Czstf’-Jntens 
Daily Telegraph reported on 31 

December that the Russian 


- 



secret decree . 

Grand wdre 'ISSCIKa* 
Georgy Rofflr. *?r. 
anov, teenag EPp gj 
heir to the Fi « & 
Romanov ^ 

dynasty, as 
head of Rus- • 

vftited Rn®*a a 
feU is s 15 -yeaK>W who 


lives in Madrid, has been edu¬ 
cated at English and French 
schools, speaks halting Russian 
and has a fondness for martial 
arts. He is the great-great-greal- 
grandson of Alexander II. a 
19th-century Russian czar. 

The newspaper, citing an 
unnamed Kremlin source, said 
Yeltsin plans to welcome 
Georgy along with his mother 
and grandmother back to live in 
Russia early this year. The fam¬ 
ily—which has been living in 
exile since 1918, when the 
Bolsheviks executed the last 
czar awl his immediate fam¬ 
ily—would be granted a 
“purely ceremonial" role, it 
saWL 

Improbable? 

Sure. Immediately 
AmwA ■ by. the 
Kremlin? Of 
I MWf course. But the 
report has nonethe- 
Vt-r. . less captured the 
EJ’^n n /h T. t attention of the 

El jw L - .Russian media and 

W. r ~l thrilled Russian 

monarchists. If the 
Romanovs are restored as Rus¬ 
sia’s imperial family, some say, 
Russia will finally have the uni¬ 
fying national idea it so obvi- 


\W< 
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The monarchists could be coming to rule Russia again! 


ously tacks now, 

"There is a kind of ideologi¬ 
cal vacuum that is the result of 


the Communist regime." said 
Duke Vadim Lopukhin, a 
leader of Russia's Nobility 


League, a group that traces its 
ancestors to Russian nobility. 
‘There is no national symbol: 
that's why the family's return 
could play a positive role in 
stabilization. ... They could 
become a symbol, an ideal to 
live by." 

That, said the Telegraph, is 
exactly lhe idea. Yeltsin him¬ 
self complained last year that 
Russia—whose national 

anthem has no lyrics, whose 
schoolchildren search vainly 
for heroes—is a country in 
search of a national idea. Ever 
since, newspapers have been 
running contributions from 
readers volunteering their 
thoughts on what the new Rus¬ 
sia should be about. 

But it has been easier to 
identify what Russia does not 
believe in than what it does. 
Yeltsin himself is generally 
reviled. Mikhail Gorbachev, 
his Soviet predecessor, is 
widely regarded as a national 
joke. Lenin is out. and so is 
Stalin, Communism is a sour 
memory, but democracy in its 
current, twisted, uniquely Rus¬ 
sian incarnation has inspired no 
passion in the Russian body 
politic. 


So why not monarchy? 

Well, plenty of reasons. 

For one thing, there is not 
exactly a popular outcry in sup¬ 
port of a Romanov return. 
When Georgy took a riverboal 
tour down the Volga in 1993 
with his mother. Grand Duch¬ 
ess Maria Vladimirovna, and 
his grandmother. Lconida 
Georgyevna. they were ignored 
virtually everywhere. What’s 
more. Maria Vladimirovna 
commiued the unpardonable 
gaffe of neglecting to cover her 
bouffant hairdo when she vis¬ 
ited a Russian Orthodox church 
near the city of Kostroma. 

“Russia has always been 
united not on the basis of a 
national idea, but on an impe¬ 
rial idea, which presupposed 
that ihe suite was superior to 
society." Igor Klvamkin. a soci¬ 
ologist. wrote in the newspaper 
Kommersant Daily last month. 
"(Bui) ihe^ peculiarity of the 
present moment is that for the 
first time a relative majority 
does not want to return to tak¬ 
ing orders from the state. The 
priority now is personal inter¬ 
ests and the interests of the 
family." 

Masha Lipman. deputy edi¬ 
tor of Itogi. a weekly news 
magazine, scoffed at the idea of 
reinstating the Romanovs in 
any capacity. There is nothing 
interesting about the Roma¬ 
novs. nothing heroic or extraor¬ 
dinary that would lend them 
prestige or save them from 

Continued on page 2 


By Dele Olojede 

LA Times-Washington Post 
News Service 

JOHANNESBURG. South 
Africa—When a proposal by 
South Africa to sell $650 mil¬ 
lion worth of high-tech tank 
firing systems to Syria became 
public knowledge last week, 
the news set off verbal contre¬ 
temps between the US govern¬ 
ment and Pretoria, creating 
unusual turbulence in other¬ 
wise smooth relations. 

But Lhe reaction was more 
muted from Israel, which 
might have been'expected to 
be far more alarmed at the 
prospect of South Africa help¬ 
ing its sworn enemy to poten¬ 
tially achieve rough parity in a 
tank battle. In contrast with the 
US Slate Department, which 
threatened to cut off $82 mil¬ 
lion in US economic aid to 
South Africa, Israeli officials 
merely expressed “concern” 
that the transaction, if it were 
to go ahead, would be unhelp¬ 
ful to prospects for Middle 
East peace. 

One reason for that low-key 
response would appear to be 
the distinct possibility that 
Israel helped South Africa 
build the weapons system in 
question—an electronic guid¬ 
ance system that could be used 
to upgrade Syria's aging 
Soviet-built T-72 tanks, 
according to a report last week 
in the Israeli newspaper 
-Yediot AhranoL The equip¬ 
ment would enhance the capa¬ 
bility of the Syrian tanks for 
precision firing even in the 
dark, as Israel's armored divi¬ 
sions already can. 

Israeli officials have tradi¬ 
tionally refused to comment 
on the nature of their military 
cooperation with South Africa 
during white minority rule, 
and Victor Harel. the Israeli 
ambassador to South Africa, 
reiterated that position Friday 
in an interview, conceding 
only the possibility that Israeli 
technical assistance might 
have helped South Africa 
develop the tank firing system. 

“One would assume that 
since it is veiy high technol¬ 
ogy, there might be some ele¬ 
ment of Israeli know-how" 
involved, he said. 

Official denials notwith¬ 
standing, Israel’s close collab¬ 
oration in developing military 
technology wiih the former 
apartheid state is by now well 
known, and is ai the heart of 
Israel’s uncomfortable— 
though not unfriendly— 
relations with ihe new black- 


ruled Souih Africa. While 

much of the world isolated 

apartheid South Africa as a 
pariah state, placing a compre¬ 
hensive arms, economic and 
diplomatic embargo on the 
country, Israel became South 
Africa's closest military and 
security ally. 

In part because Israel was 
itself largely isolated as a 

result of an Arab-led boycott, 
the country appeared grateful 
to find friendship anywhere it 
could, including from South 
Africa. Over at least two dec¬ 
ades through the end of the 

1980s, Israel helped South 

Africa develop a flourishing 

arms industry, and -today ihe 
country seeks to be a major 
arms exporter, counting on 
potential annual sales ol 
between $1 billion and $3 bil¬ 
lion by the end of the decade. 

Israel was by no means 
alone in flouting the interna¬ 
tional embargo. Iran, which 
has now closely aligned itself 
with the government of Presi¬ 
dent Nelson Mandela, was the 
principal oil supplier to the 
white regime. Even some Afri¬ 
can countries, such as the 
Ivory Coast, traded under the 
table with Pretoria. 

But Israel attained the dis¬ 
tinction of forging a close mil¬ 
itary relationship with the for¬ 
mer regime, not just an 
economic one. 

"Obviously Israel did 
exchange a lot of military 
information and technology 
with South Africa." said Bti’l 
Sass. a retired brigadier from 
the South African army wjio 
now is a fellow at a Johannes¬ 
burg military think tank, the 
Institute for Defense Policy. 
"One result is that the South 
African arms industry is far 
more geared toward improv¬ 
ing. modifying and extending 
Lhe life cycle of old equip" 
ment, such as this conversion 
kit for old tanks." 

In addition to upgrading the 
French-built Mirage fighter 
jets, manufacturing the Rooi- 
vaak attack helicopter that 
even some European forces 
have expressed interest in buy¬ 
ing, and developing effective 
delivery systems, including the 
so-called super guns. South 
Africa is widely believed to 
have obtained its nuclear tech¬ 
nology from Israel. Frederik 
W. de Klerk, the white former 
president, has confirmed that 
South Africa secretly built at 
least seven nuclear warheads, 
although he said all seven 
were destroyed in the late 

Continued on page 2 
































- ■ w. -—„... 

2THE STAR 


;_r - • '• ‘ £.-S 


R 


D' 




BELT 


A 


N 


23 JANUARY 1997 


Ramadan 


A time for spiritual devotion 


By Lana Tabba’a 

Special to The Star 

BEGINNING WITH Gabriel's delivery of 

Si ? n \- d I v,ne WQlds from Allah to 
Prophet Mohammed. Ramadan is the hoiv 
month of fasting and religious worship for 
Muslims. Ramadan is felt in every aspect 
of our daily lives, for both Muslims and 
non-Muslims. in its variety of rich social 
traditions that are translated into modem 
life and culture. 

For Muslims. Ramadan involves refrain¬ 
ing from food and drink and strictly adher¬ 
ing to Islamic teachings from sunset to sun- 



Spreadingthe Qatayef out 


down, which requires a great deal of self- 
restraint. Fasting itself has its positive 
effects on healthy people and those with 
certain illnesses. For those who cannot 
fast, they are to compensate ai a later time. 
If unable, however, they should pay a 
meal’s worth of money for every day they 
do not fasL 

During Ramadan. Amman takes on a 
distinct identity. Stores close just before 
Ifiar. the breaking of the fast, and open 
later on. At Ifiar , streets become virtually 
empty and members of the family, who 
were always too busy to sit together, 
gather around the table and wait to hear the 
sundown prayer, or ‘maghreb’. in order to 
fill their empty stomachs. 

According to Islamic tradition, 
the Ifiar meal usually starts with 
dates and then with soup, that is 
easily absorbed by the body. 
Some Muslims then go to the 
mosque for the sundown prayer 
and then continue their meal. 

Unfortunately, some Muslims 
develop bad h3bits that Islamic 
regulations condemn during Ram¬ 
adan. For some, it involves hiding 
in toilets to smoke, or hiding 
behind doors and corners to eat 
Irritability and nervousness is a 
common behavior for those who 
consider fasting a social act rather 
than a religious one. Long sleep¬ 
ing hours and spending too much 
time watching TV in order to bear 
the fast is also common instead of 
spending time in a productive 
manner. 

According to Mr Raymond 
Abboud, a civil engineer, Rama¬ 
dan is basically an "attitude”, a 
month to be peaceful with one¬ 
self. which most people do not 
experience. It is on event to bring 
one closer to Allah. As he states. 


"Muslims should be tolerant and 
willing to accept things in a peace¬ 
ful and not in an antagonistic man¬ 
ner. As a Muslim in that month, 
one should be more forgiving 
towards bad attitudes than anyone 
else.” He added that people use' 
Ramadan as an excuse for not per¬ 
forming their daily responsibilities. 

Dr Ghazi Mutie', an obstetrician, 
views the idea of Ramadan as a 
"spiritual devotion", a time for 
charity, or zakai. time to feel with 
the poor and get closer to friends 
and relatives through visits and 
invitations. 

Mr Abboud mentioned the fact 
chat Ramadan is very much defined 
within a period of time; at around 
nine eveiyone goes to work, at two 
everyone moves out and this itself 
imposes havoc which is clearly * 
seen in drivers' “restless attitude". 

Regarding social activities after 
Ifiar in Amman, coffee-shops and 
restaurants, fuming with hubbly- 
bubbly. offer a variety of Middle- 
Eastern drinks, like Souse. Kha- 
roub and Jallab, and oriental 
sweets, the most common, being 
Qatayef stuffed with cheese or wal¬ 
nuts. People are seen playing cards 
everywhere outdoors, while others prefer 
to stay at home and watch television, that 
offers a wide variety of programs to suit 
every taste. 

Commenting on the outdoor social 
activities that take place during that month. 
Mr Abboud said that it is good in a way 
that there is something outdoors for the 
person to do. but it is really “more materi¬ 
alistic than social, imposing an additional 
burden on the parents in order to meet with 
this tradition." On the other hand. Dr 
Ghazi inquired why do such social activi¬ 
ties only lake place in Ramadan. 



Blowing the hubbly-bubbly in one of the cafe’s in Amman 


As with regards to the positive effects 
of Ramadan on health. Dr Ghazi stated 
that it is beneficial to those suffering 
from far-related, gastric and intestinal 
diseases and most of all smokers. “By 
religion." he added, “certain people are 
allowed not to fast, like those on regular 
medications, those with ulcer and kidney 
diseases". Travellers and pregnant' 
women are included too, but must fast 
later on. 

The following day. an hour or so 
before dawn. Muslims cat a small meal, 
that is also pan of the Islamic tradition. 


called *suhour\ giving them enough 
energy till sunset. 

The holy month ends with the Eid Al 
Filer feast, where Muslims return to the 
original lunar calendar. 

In the earlier days, as Mr Abboud 
staled, there were better communications 
in Ramadan where everyone associated 
oneself with it. Nowadays however, 
“individualism prevails”. 

The traditions of Islam are in fact use¬ 
ful if followed correctly, aiding Muslims 
at the end of the day to get the most of 
this holy month. ■ 


GAM prepares for a 
festive season 


AMMAN I Star)—In celebra¬ 
tion of the holy month of Ram¬ 
adan the Greater Amman 
Municipality is preparing to 
hold in the last 10 days of 
Ramadan a set of religious and 
cultural events, said ~Falah AI 
Umoush. general secretary of 
the Municipality. He said dur¬ 
ing a press conference held last 
Monday, that the activities will 
take place at A f I Muhajerin and 
R'as El Ein area near the newly- 
established City Hall. The 
event will be held in an attempt 
to link the past with the present 
and revive the traditions of 
Amman. 

The activities were supposed 
to take place earlier this week 
but “due to weather condi¬ 
tions" the municipality post¬ 
poned them. 

A number of activities will 
be presented ranging from 
religious singing groups and 
children games, to intellectual 
seminars, art exhibitions and a 
book fair. Al Umoush said that 
the area will be wholly lit at 
night and folklore groups. 



The newly-built City Hall at 
mainly the dabkeh, will present 
their art. 

AI Umoush added that Arab 
and Islamic activities will be 
included. Hie participating 
groups will be from Oman, 
UAE. Yemen. Sudan and 
Malaysia. 

The lectures will focus on 
the role Amman played since its 
became the capital of Jordan. 


Has Al Ein area 
Two lectures are titled “Amman 
in the Novel" and “Amman in 
the press.” The renowned Arab 
novelist Abd Al Rahman Munif 
will give a lecture on his book 
Amman: A City’s Biography. 
Also the Jordanian novelist 
Ziyad Qasem will present for 
his book Al Zawbaa that talks 
about a certain stage in 
Amman's history. ■ 


Sudan rebels claim to make inroads 


Continued from page l 
government soldiers have been 
killed, rebel commander John 
Garang has told reporters. 

But Gen. Mohamcd 
Sanoussi. the Sudanese Army 
spokesman in Khartoum, said 
the situation is calm and called 
rebel claims exaggerations. 

For 14 years in Sudan, black 
rebels from the south, mainly 
Christians and followers of tra¬ 
ditional African religions, have 
waged a ragged, liule-noied 
civil war against the Arabic¬ 
speaking Muslims of the north. 

In recent months, however, a 
new military alliance has 
formed between the southern 
forces, led by Garang and his 
Sudan Peoples Liberation 
Army, and Arab dissidents 
from the north. This new coali¬ 
tion. the National Democratic 
Alliance, has established its 
headquarters in neighboring 
Eritrea. It says it seeks a liberal 
democratic government, a secu¬ 
lar state and a plebiscite for the 
southern Sudanese to decide 
whether to stay in a unified 
Sudan. 

The State Department has 
labeled Sudan a pariah state, 
asserting it sponsors terrorism 


worldwide. US offi¬ 
cials have denied 
they arc behind the 
anti-government 
alliance. 

Sudan has been a 
sanctuary and train¬ 
ing base for the 
wealthy Saudi radi¬ 
cal Osama bin 
Laden and his fol¬ 
lower!,. suspected 
by the I nked States 
of involvement in a 
number of terrorist 
operations world¬ 
wide. h also gave a 
home to the" long¬ 
time fugitive known 
as Carlos the Jackal, 
though the Suda¬ 
nese later turned 
him over to French 
authorities. 

Egypt accuses 
Sudan of continu¬ 
ing io shelter three 
men responsible 
for an unsuccessful 
1995 assassination attempt 
against Mubarak in Ethiopia 
and of giving support to 
Islamic radicals bottling Egyp¬ 
tian authorities and staging 
periodic attacks on tourists 
since 1992. 



His Majesty King Hussein receives the Sudanese Minister of Justice, 
Abdel Basset Sabdrat, Monday. The minister carried a message from 
Sudanese President Omar Hasson Al Bashir to King Hussein. The 
meeting was attended by HRH Crown Prince Hasson. 


Despite Mubarak’s known 
antipathy toward thp Sudanese 
government most Arab com¬ 
mentators predicted that he 
would be sympathetic to 
Sudan’s appeal far help in cri¬ 
sis. out of fears that rebel vic¬ 


tory would partition Sudan and 
endanger Egypt’s allocation of 
water from the Nile. 

But Mubarak disclosed Sun¬ 
day he had turned down the 
appeal. ■ 
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Jordan-Iraq Trade protocol 
renewed amidst hopes 


Continued from page 1 
tral Bank of Jordan. Ziyad 
Fariz described the trade and 
oil agreement with Iraq as a 
positive step to enhance ties 
and establish sound relations. 

“The rise in the trade proto¬ 
col is balanced with the hike in 
oil prices at the spot market, as 
well, it suits the increase in the 
local consumption of oil by¬ 
products," Fariz added. 

However, other economic 
experts point out thai it is bene¬ 
ficial to raise the volume of the 
trade protocol with any coun¬ 
try. “Economically, this is 
essential, but the issue is 
whether we have the ability or 
potential to handle the protocol 
and move on successfully,” 
Munir Hamameh from Jordan 
University told The Star. He 
continued to say that our indus¬ 
try and economy will benefit 
from the increase m this proto¬ 
col, as they will be able to 
export more products to Iraq 
and thus get more gains. 

Hamameh describes the Iraqi 
oil prices to be very reasonable, 
“we are getting half of our oil 
imports free and the other half 
at preferential prices, thus, the 
expectations concerning any 
future rise of fuels in Jordan are 
baseless.” 

The price of crude oil is still 
very reasonable if compared 
with the price of fuels, accord¬ 
ing to Hamameh. 

However, this is not the view 
of Adrian Al Sallakh, director 
general of the Export and 
Finance Bank. 


The ties with Iraq have 
become more friendly and 
warmer, but f believe that the 
price of fuel in Jordan will be 
soon going up, as the govern¬ 
ment is expected to adopt cer¬ 
tain measures to compensate 
the oil increase and find other 
alternatives to avoid the burden 
of the additional $75 million on 
the Treasury, Al Sallakh said. 

Among other economic 
experts who welcomed the 
renewal of the trade protocol 
with Iraq is Mr Khaldoun Abu 
Hass an. “The rise in allocations 
for this protocol from $220 mil¬ 
lion to $235 million will have a 
positive effect on the volume of 
Jordanian exports to Iraq and 
strengthen their economic ties. 
Abu Hassan pointed oul 

But, Al Sallakh believes that 
such increase is insufficient, 
unless there is another agree¬ 
ment outside the protocol. The 
oil for food deal can offer 
numerous opportunities for Jor¬ 
danian manufactures to export 
their products to Iraq. This is 
backed by their products high 
standard quality and competi¬ 
tive price, however Al Sallakh 
stressed that the most benefici¬ 
ary from the deal is Turkey. 

This week will see intensi¬ 
fied technical contacts and 
meetings between the governor 
of the Central Bank and his 
Iraqi counterpart to agree on 
mechanisms for carrying out 
the renewed trade cooperation 
protocol between the two coun¬ 
tries for this year. ■ 



Israel has muted response to 
S. Africa arms proposal 


Continued from page 1 

1980s, making South Africa 
the only country to build 
nuclear weapons and then vol¬ 
untarily destroy them all. 

The history of Israel’s mili¬ 
tary cooperation with South 
Africa has given that country a 
much lower profile in the new 
order. While the Mandela gov¬ 
ernment continues to maintain 
apparently good relations with 
Israel—several Israeli leaders 
attended Mandela's inaugura¬ 
tion in May 1994—Arab and 
Muslim countries now have a 
greater entree to Pretoria. 
Even in the face or US disap¬ 
proval. South Africa maintains 
close relations with countries 
such as Libya, Syria and Iran, 
whose president. Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. was received with 
great pomp here in September. 

Indeed. Deputy President 
Thabo Mbeki said Sunday that 


the new South Africa bad 
scrapped the pro-Israel bias of 
apartheid times. Pretoria will 
sell arras to Syria if it wants 
to, Mbeki told a news confer¬ 
ence after a policy planning 
session of the African National 
Congress. 

The Cabinet plans to dis¬ 
cuss the deal during its-first 
regular meeting of the year 
Wednesday. 

Now that apartheid has 
been over for nearly three 
years, the Mandela govern¬ 
ment has had some trouble 
with the armaments industry 
it inherited from the former 
regime. The state-owned arms 
manufacturer, Armscorv - and 
its sales arm, Denel, have 
positioned themselves as 
potential cash cows to. the 
new government, which des¬ 
perately needs large infusions _ 
of cash to rebuild schools, 
infrastructure, create jobs and 


build millions of homes for 
the homeless. 

Officials insist their plan is 
to refuse arras to countries 
involved in conflict, but since 
those are the countries that 
invariably wish to buy, the 
plan has proved unrealistic. 
In the past three months. 
South Africa has flip-flopped 
on selling arms to Rwanda. ' 

The United States opposes 
the proposed sale to Syria 
because Washington consid¬ 
ers Damascus a sponsor of 
terrorists.. ' 

But South Africa sees arms 
sales largely as a commercial 
proposition, not a political 
one. 

*In this particular case of 
Syria, the South African 
approach has been purely 
commercial, but all the US. 
sees is maintaining the cur¬ 
rent balance of power” in the 
Middle - East, Sass said. M 


Rumors of Romanov return 
thrill Russian monarchists 


Continued from page 1 

instant irrelevance, she said. 
Nor would it help thai in Rus¬ 
sia's present lean economic 
condition, all three members of 
the Romanov family are quite 
pudgy, she said! 

“If you're creating a myth— 
which in itself is a failed 
attempt to form a state—there 
should be something catchy 
about it.” she said.. "The fat 
boy isn’t catchy.” 

Sergei Yastrzhembsky. 
spokesman for Yeltsin, was 

hardly less scathing in slam¬ 
ming the Telegraph story, 
which he called “not serious.” 


“It would be funny if it 
wasn’t annoying," he said. 
“One has the impression that 
the British mass media have 
ran out of their own monarchy 
stories and they wont to 
expand—including info Rus¬ 
sian territory." 

It was not possible to reach 
the Romanov family in 
Madrid .for comment. Through 
a family friend in New York, 
however. Grand Duchess 
Leonida Georgy evn a said 
these have been conversations 
“for months” with the Russian 
government but. no definite 
plans for the family's return. 
She would not be more 


specific. 

So will Russia be without a 
. unifying national idea indefi¬ 
nitely? Some Russians fer¬ 
vently hope so. 

“I. have misgivings about 
any such idea,” Pavel Gure- 
- vich,. vice. president of the 
Academy of Humanitarian 
Research, wrote in Rossiskaya 
Gazeta, the official govern¬ 
ment newspaper. “Knowing 
what a sinister role ideology 
can play in people's lives, do 
we again want to assume this ■ 
burden? Any idea .will turn 
itself-against us. In calling for 
a new idea, we are calling for 
demons!” ■ 


Observers 
warn 
against 
going into 
final status 


Continued from page I 

called “Safe Passage." 
which links Gaza with 
the West Bank, is ready 
for use. hut Israel is also 
delaying its opening. 
Thu is in addition to Pal¬ 
estinian prisoners still 
being held in the Israeli 
jails, which according to 
Oslo II should have been 
released shortly after the 
signing of the agreement 
in Tata two years ago. 

The Israelis four that 
if they pullout from (he 
B and C areas, the 
majority of Palestinian 
lands would be con¬ 
trolled hy the Palestin¬ 
ians themselves." said 
Gluzi Al Sa'di, an 
expert on Israeli affairs. 
“TTk Israeli aim behind 
the delay is to achieve 
more concessions from 
the Palestinians in the 
final stage or negotia¬ 
tions.’’ he added. 

Observers are worried 
about the future of the 
20 percent of Hebron 
which remain in Israeli 
hands, however tempo¬ 
rary this may seem. 
Likud will delay imple¬ 
menting other agnrcd 
upon obligations in order 
to make the current Heb¬ 
ron settlement a perma¬ 
nent one. 

The 80 percent of 
Hebron which was 
returned to the Palestin¬ 
ians is port of the Likud 
program, so we can not 
- really say that Netan¬ 
yahu has changed his 
extremist ideology.” said 
Al Zara. 

in this respect “it must 
he made clear that all 
what look place during 
the past three months 
was reflections not nego¬ 
tiations between Pales¬ 
tinians anti Israelis.” said 
Kamhawi. "It was sim¬ 
ply a reflection of the 
Israeli to dictate its 
points on the 
Palestinians." 

Added to this is that 
the coming agenda is 
seen la be even more 
complicated and possi¬ 
bly more 

confrontational. 

In the final status talks 
that are set to begin 
sometime this year, 
negotiators arc turning 
their attention to the dif¬ 
ficult issues which they 
agreed to save for lost: 
Palestinian statehood, 
boundaries, Jewish set¬ 
tlements. Palestinian ref¬ 
ugees. and the most 
intractable of all. occu¬ 
pied Jerusalem. But Pal¬ 
estinian negotiators, 
observers argue, have to 
solve die dilemmas of 
the A. B and C areas 
before moving to the 
final talks. 

“It is unwise for [Pres¬ 
ident] Arafat to raise the 
issue of the final status 
talks now,” Kamhawi 
argued. “He is more 
weak than before, the 
Palestinians are more 
weak than before, the 
Arabs are more frag¬ 
mented than before, the 
Americans ore more 
blind in supporting 
Israel’s right-wing 
government." 

Others are fearful 
also. They believe that 
the performance of Pal¬ 
estinian negotiators 
alone in the final status 
talks will not be 
effective. 

There should be a 
strong Arab stand to 
back up the Palestinians 
and the international 
community has to sup¬ 
port Palestinian rights on 
their land," Al Zaro 
maintains. 

For many Palestinians 
it is a peat national 
achievement to negotiate 
with the Israeli occupier. 
“Our presence on our 
land is an effective ele¬ 
ment in the negotia¬ 
tions.” said Al Sa'di. 
“We have to prepare our¬ 
selves for an uneasy bat¬ 
tle of negotiations. We 
also have to prepare our 
people to possible con¬ 
frontations with the 
Israelis." 

Any discussions of Lbe 
final status talks at this 
stage would mean that 
Palestinians would have 
to succumb to the will of 
the Israeli right, observ¬ 
ers argue* “lf the Pales¬ 
tinians can't force the 
Israelis to respect an 
agreement thai. was 
reached with the Labor 
government, how will 
they force the. present 
Likud government to 
respect the [Oslo] guide¬ 
lines of the final status 
negotiations?" Kamhawi 
asked. ■ •' 
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An unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 



Princess Basina visits children 

■ HRH Princess Basma meets children at the Martyr’s Fami¬ 
ly Wellare Society School in Marks. The Princess’ visit is or¬ 
ganized by the Queen Alia Fund as part of its Ramadan chari¬ 
ly campaign. Princess Basma has also visited so for Wadi 
Araba, Ajloun. Jerash and Mu’La to inspect people’s needs for 
this holy month. The Fund has already distributed 35 Lons of 
goods, foodstuffs, blankets and clothes to needy families at a 
cost of JD 75.000. The Ramadan charity campaign has started 
on an annual basis since 1991 and provides help for the un¬ 
derprivileged through support projects and direct assistance in 
the form of health care and material support for students. 

Union Power 

■ Eight Trade Unions are angry with the General Federation 
of Trade Unions (GF7TJ) for drawing up a new unitary sys¬ 
tem for all the 17 trade unions Lhai exist in the country. The 
unions which include the Union of Land Transport (the 
biggest in the country). Banking Union, Electricity Workers 
Union. Spinning and Weaving. General Services. Petroleum 
Workers. Public Health and the Construction Workers Union, 
are refusing to accent the decision of the GFTU. The eight 
argue that it is not within the jurisdiction of the federation to 
impose a unitary system and goes against the internal bylaws 
of each union. They point out that it is the general assembly 
of each union that has the ultimate power in deciding the in¬ 
ternal rules and regulations of each union. But the unions are 
not against the idea of a unitary system only if it is drawn up 
by a committee that is composed of representatives of each 
union. They argue Lhat the GFTU has no right to interfere. 
However, it seems after endless negotiations, mutual agree¬ 
ment was reached and a unitary system was adopted by 14 
trade unions of the GFTU. The Electricity Workers Union 
and the Union of Public Health maintained their stance and 
voted against, while the Banking Union boycotted the-meet¬ 
ing. 

Honorary Council set free on bail 

■ Hie Honorary Council of Sri Lanka. Tawfiq Abu Kbajil 
has been released on bail by the Greater Criminal Court in 
Amman pending a sentence to be passed soon. His defence at¬ 
torney has repeatedly called for the freeing of Abu Kbajil 
who has been in jail for the last eight months. Abu Khajil has 
been accused for allegedly easing the way for selling Sri Lan¬ 
kan babies for European couples. He has been charged with 
other offences such as possessing fire arms. These later 
turned out to be plastic ones. The bail has been set at JD 
100.000. 

Yet a new political party 

■ A new political party is under the process of being estab¬ 
lished. Called the Jordanian Labor party, a grand name, the 
new entity will join the other 23 parties that already exist in 
the country. As the name suggests, it is expected to fight on 
labor issues, although a full manifesto has not yet been re¬ 
leased. However, the party issued a statement last week prais¬ 
ing the role of His Majesty King Hussein in helping to bring 
about the signing of the Hebron deal between the Israelis and 
the Palestinian National Authority. 

Zionism in Cartoons 

■ The Anti-Zionism and Racism Sod My in Jordan has just is¬ 
sued a new book in Arabic titled Zionism in Word and Car¬ 
toons. It is now registered with die National Library and the 
Ministry of Education has allowed it to be listed as one of the 
books to be distributed to pupils. The book is written by Nusri 
Al Tarazi while the sketches are drawn by Imad Hajaj. the fa¬ 
mous cartoonist i nAlRai daily newspaper. 

Post offices asked to be vigilant 

■ The world is becoming increasingly concerned with the is¬ 
sue of letter-bombs following the two letter-bombs that were 
sent to the Al Hayat newspaper’s offices in London and New 
York. Recently, the Minister of Telecommunication. Mr Jamal 
Al Sarairah received a memorandum from the Secretary Gener¬ 
al of the International Postal Federation (TPF) urging him to 
take greater caution with regards to postal services in the coun¬ 
try. The memo said that the recent letter-bomb were sent in 14 
by 16.5 centimeter envelopes carrying no address of sender. 
The bomb was inserted in an invitation card for a musical con¬ 
cert, so that when the card is taken out of the envelope and 
opened it immediately explodes. The 1PF called on all coun¬ 
tries to be extra, vigilant and look out for mail which is unusual¬ 
ly heavy and to notify the police if they become suspicious. 

Al Muasher says government respects 
opinion of opposition but.... 

■ In his weekly meeting with the press. Minister of Informa¬ 
tion Dr Marwan Al Muasher said that the government is still 
discussing selling its shares in daily newspapers but lhat a final 
decision is expected this month. With regards to some depu¬ 
ties’ gra*** on the new year celebration that were broadcast by 
Jordan Television, Dr Muasher said lhat the policy of the gov¬ 
ernment is based on satisfying a plurality of views and there are 
different in the Jordanian society. He added that the gov¬ 
ernment wholeheartedly disagrees with the saying that JTV 
went out of its way. He pointed out that the government re¬ 
spects the opinion of the opposition but there are different opin- 

ionsio the Jordanian society. 

Zarqa holds Iftar campaign for needy 

■ The Zarqa Municipality has started an Iftar campaign for the 
onor and needy during the holy month of Ramadan. The Mayor 
JrfZaiaa. Dr MostapSa Al Fayaad said drat iftar evenings are 
being held in mosques and charity societies in the city. 


A cellular kelps to tell the house 
_ \ my turn at die qua because of the 

rash during Iftar 





Accompanied by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, His Majesty King Hussein visited the Greater Amman 
Municipality, Saturday. They were met by the mayor of Amman, Mamdouh Al AbbadL His Majesty thanked the mayor 
and the employees of the municipality for the great developments in the capital city of Jordan. He said Amman is now 
highly appreciated by every foreign visitor. He called on the people in the municipality to continue their good work so 
that Amman can continue to become a symbol of progress. 


Ministry of Supply rejects offer 

Sugar can be imported 20% less 
than current price, says agent 


By Star Staff Writer 

A JORDANIAN businessman 
said he is able to save the treas¬ 
ury $10 million annually by 
offering to import sugar at 
cheaper prices. Also he said 
that he is “ready to bring down 
the prices of bread, fodder, rice 
and com to 20 percent less than 
the current prices." 

Dr Ali Jaradat. the agent for 
the 'Euro-Orient Establish¬ 
ment’ and a wealthy Jordanian 
who lives in Holland, said in a 
memo to the Speaker of the 
Lower House, Mr Saad Hayel 
Al Sroor, that he presented an 
offer to the Ministry of Supply, 
in April last year, which 
Included a deal for a two-year 
contract to provide 350.000 
tons for sugar. The deal is 
financed by the European 
Bank. The documented study, 
given to The Star, shows that 
the deal could provide sugar to 
the country at a JD 269 per ton, 
which is the lowest price that 
had been ever offered For the 
past three years, the Ministry of 
Supply imported sugar at JD 
310 per ton. 

Mr Jaradat said that “the 
Ministry cancelled this offer 
right after completing the study 
of the deal.” He added that 
“Ministry studies agree lhar my 
offer could decrease the prices 


of per kilogram {not subsidized] 
of sugar from about 360 fils to 
270 fils if conditioned-loan.” 
According to Mr Jaradat. 
experts in the Ministries of 
Finance and Planing and the 
Central Bank of Jordan, agree 
that the offer "is an opportunity 
which Jordan should not miss.” 

The whole quantity of 
350.000 tons is fully financed 
by the Seller to the Buyer [the 
Ministry! at a variable interest 
rate to ihc Libor index, with 
principal and accumulated 
interest due in two years and 
two months t790 days) from the 
first shipment, with principle 
amount being $ 116.550,000. 

The Buyer also will deposit 
54 million in the Central Bonk 
of Jordan lor a single price of 
one shipment. 

The document shows several 
letters and procedures that were 
exchanged between the Euro- 
Orient Establishment and pre¬ 
sented to the Ministry of Sup¬ 
ply. It also covered amend¬ 
ments on specifications lhat 
were required by the Ministry. 

The documents explained 
that the sugar deal is "Refined 
Cane Sugar. Central/South 
American origin (Seller's 
choice), sound and fit for 
human consumption corre¬ 
sponding to the CODEX 
Worldwide standards as pub¬ 


lished by the Food and Agri¬ 
culture Organization of the 
United Notions and the World 
Health Organization for White 
Sugar. Specifications “A‘‘ or 
better." 

Such specifications were 
approved by the Department of 
Specifications in the Ministry 
of Supply, as documents state. 
And also the documents show 
the approval of the Ministry of 
the offered specifications, as it 
complies with the international 
standards. 

The document says that the 
Euro-Orient Establishment 
upon the request of the Minis¬ 
try of Supply asked its [for¬ 
eign] sales manager to provide 
a financed sugar deal. LasL 
September the manager visited 
the country, in a response to 
the invitation of the Ministry, 
to discuss Lhe deal with the 
" Tenders Committee in the 
. Ministry. 

'“We discussed all the angles 
of the deal and initially the 
Ministry and the other con¬ 
cerned departments found our 
offer as a great opportunity." 
said Dr Jaradat. "For no reason 
why. al the final drafting of the 
deal, the Minister refused to 
pass it." 

A document says that 
despite the low prices of the 
offer, the Ministry of supply 


Minister of Culture bans public meetings 

Qudah under hammer 
from intellectuals 


imported sugar at prices reach¬ 
ing as high as $431 per ton in 
1996. 

From his side, the Minister 
of Supply. Mr Munir Sobar 
was not available for response. 
But Mr Ahmad Theiban of the 
Ministry’s public relations said 
that the Ministry can not 
accommodate such a quantity 
of 350.000. and he advised Dr 
Jaradat to go to the market as it 
is open now for the private sec¬ 
tor to import merchandises. 

"I find no logical excuse for 
the government to defy such 
an encouraging deal." Lower 
House deputy Abdel Baqi 
Gammo told The Star. Gammo 
played as a mediator between 
the Minister of Supply and the 
agent, Jaradat He added that 
"It is the least price offer of 
sugar we ever had. Easy condi¬ 
tions and encouraging facilita¬ 
tions regarding finance.” 

If the government cannot 
take the whole quantity, the 
seller said he is ready to pro¬ 
vide the country with the quan¬ 
tity that the country needs. 
Gammo explained. 

Mr Gammo said he is still 
following the issue with the 
Ministry, and might present it 
to the Lower House, if efforts 
failed to prove positive. 

Mr Jaradat said he is plan¬ 
ning to make Jordan a center 
of sugar trade in the Middle 
East, and he is doing all the 
procedures needed in that 

regard. ■ 


The politics of our economic 
relations with Iraq 

■ The Jordan-Iraq economic agreement is signed and 
sealed. Good news ro Jordanians who were worried that 
Iraq might be gelling ready to settle scores with the Kabariti 
government. Minister of Information Marwan Muasher 
wants us to believe that recent developments in relations 
with Iraq are economic in nature and are not related to 
political relations. That’s academic thinking. Jordanians are 
politically sophisticated and they know that inter-Arab rela¬ 
tions are always based on politics—economics comes later, 
it is a by-product of political courtship. 

But let's take Dr Muashers statements at their face 
value. And let's assume that economics not politics is at the 
heart of our relationship with Baghdad. How would one 
define the nature of our economic ties with Iraq? Is it on an 
equal footing: who needs the other most? And given our 
great dependency on the Iraqi market and oil. how can we 
ensure a healthy, growth-oriented economic relationship 
with Iraq? 

And if we are not tying our political stance towards the 
Iraqi leadership to economic matters, how can we make 
sure that the Iraqis will do the same? 

One has to reflect on the long-term nature of our rela¬ 
tions with Iraq, a country on which Jordan is dependent for 
its entire oil needs, a country on whose economy our indus¬ 
tries rely to stay afloat, a country which is a neighbor and 
was at one stage an ally. 

So far Dr Muasher and the rest of government officials 
are tightening their lips on the outcome of talks held 
between senior officials from both sides. We cannot ima¬ 
gine that these talks centered exclusively on strengthening 
economic ties. Let's admit it. In recent years, Jordan has 
taken some landmark positions from the Iraqi leadership; 
harboring opposition members and renegade senior offi¬ 
cials. publicly denouncing the Baghdad regime and reach¬ 
ing the stage where it was interfering in Iraqi internal mat¬ 
ters. But that is changing slowly—now. Amman is no 
longer speaking harshly of the Iraqi leadership. It is actually 
doing business with it and the number of official meetings 
that have taken place between top Jordanian and Iraqi offi¬ 
cials in recent weeks is double that of the meetings that 
took place in the last two years. 

There are many Jordanians, economists and politicians 
alike, who see Iraq as more than our regular trading partner. 
Canada is a trading partner, but it is not Iraq. For Jordan, 
Iraq is a strategic economic asset. To safeguard that asset, 
we must maintain special political ties with Baghdad. If that 
is not happening now. then we would bet that it is only a 
matter of time before our government realizes that. At least 
when it comes to Iraq, one can hardly separate economics 
from politics. 

Crisis in Sudan 

■ It is difficult to know exactly what is happening in Sudan 
nowadays. There are reports of an Eritrean/Ethiopian incur¬ 
sion into Sudan's Blue Nile province in the east of the 
country. For Jordanians this is part of an American-Israeli 
conspiracy to divide this Arab country and topple its Isla¬ 
mist regime. The Egyptian reaction to Sudanese appeals for 
help has been muted and disappointing. Cairo says the trou¬ 
ble in (he east of Sudan is an internal affair and no foreign 
invasion is taking place. No independent reports are coining 
in. The international press is not yet interested in the crisis. 

But for Jordanians it is a classic case of a foreign con¬ 
spiracy to bring down yet another Arab country. The case 
of Iraq. Libya and Algeria comes to mind. The question is 
what can Jordan do? Not much in terms of direct help. The 
usual words of condemnation by the Lower House and 
heads of popular and professional associations will not do 
much to fend off any alleged aggression against Sudan. On 
the other hand. Jordanians should not feel frustrated over 
their inability to help reverse any attack on their Sudanese 
brethren. 

Like Iraq, Libya and more recently Yemen, the responsi¬ 
bility for protecting Arab lands and territories from the 
greed and conspiracies of enemies rests with all Arabs and 
not only Jordanians. But if the threat to Sudan from its 
neighbors proves correct, then what will really surprise us 
will be Egypt's reaction to the crisis. It stands to lose just as 
much as the Sudanese from any foreign incursion into the 
Nile provinces. The security of Sudan has always been an 
integral part of lhat of Egypt for centuries. If there is a 
change in that age-old strategy, then this is new to us—and 
to the majority of Egyptians and Sudanese. 


AMMAN (Star)-—The ceiling 
for public liberties and free¬ 
dom of speech is like a yo-yo 
in this country. One day it's 
up.while on other days it’s 
extremely down. No logical 
reasons ore given, just pure 
directives ore issued from the 
high and mighty. 

And this was the case for 
culture, that elusive concept 
governments like to take a pot 
shot at every once in a while. 
This time, it is from non other 
than the Minister of Culture. 
Dr Ahmed Al Qudah. 

In his infinite wisdom, the 
good doctor has, from now on, 
banned any cultural meetings 
from taking place anywhere in 
the Kingdom without first 
obtaining permission from the 
Cultural Manager of each gov- 
emorate. To prove his point. 
Dr Al Qudah instituted direc¬ 
tive no., I for 1977. 

All cultural clubs and for¬ 
ums, which number 275. that 
are registered in the country, 
have to abide by lhe new 
directive or else. But we are 
not told specifically what all 
else means. The closure of 
clubs seems very likely. 

The directive, which was 
taken after Engineers Presi¬ 
dent Leith Shbeilai gave a lec¬ 
ture in Karak earlier this 
month criticizing the govern¬ 
ment, sent writers up in arms. 
They feel very threatened. 

They point oul that this was 
not the final straw that broke 
the camel's back. 

The Jordan Wriier’s Associ¬ 
ation (JWA) saw the minis¬ 
ter's directive aimed at them 
because of their cultural week 
held at the end of Jasl month. 
Literally translated as “debate 
of choices,” the week exam¬ 
ined the political, economic, 
cultural and creative issues 
relating to the past and future 
of Jordan. More than 33 lead¬ 
ing personalities and politi¬ 
cians spoke at the debate. 




ARAB BANK 

is pleased to announce the introduction of Us 


Qawar 


But why would the ministry 
object to such a gathering? 
After all it's healthy to hold 
such a debate since it reflects 
genuine concern for society. 
Academics and intellectuals 
have pointed out that the 
debate held reflects the matur¬ 
ity of Jordanian democracy. 

But it seems that this was 
not the case. The raising of the 
ceiling of expression that wc 
saw at the demonstration out¬ 
side the recently held Israeli 
expo at Murj A) Hamam. has 
not unfortunately maintained 
its momentum. 

Feeling angry with the min¬ 
ister's decision. Abdallah Rad- 
wan. a prominent poet and the 
cultural director of the govem- 
oraies in the ministry, pro¬ 
tested. He said that he was sur¬ 
prised by the minister's 
decision to retire him. since 
few day later, he was promised 
by lhe "Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Culture to solve 
the issue once and for all. But 
this may have meant that the 
decision lo fire Abdullah has 
already been taken. 

The poet is sure that his dis¬ 
missal was related lo the fact 
Lhat he also serves as the rap¬ 
porteur of the administrative 
committee of the JWA and 
was one of Lhe organizers of 
the “debate of choices." 


-Al Qudah 


If applied to the limit, the 
directive could prove very 
restrictive and an exercise to 
curtail freedom of speech. It is 
argued that it would make the 
cultural manager in a very 
powerful position and censor 
material lhat he secs fit. The 
head of the JWA. Ibrahim AI 
Abssi anti Fafchari Qawar, the 
general secretary of the Union 
of Arab Writers feel very 
angry. Both say that such a 
decision could take us back to 
the dark ages. Qawar says that 
this certainly takes us back to 
the martial law era. 

But that's not all, and we 
are not likely to see the end of 
this episode. Writers are prom¬ 
ising to strike outside Parlia¬ 
ment and are calling on depu¬ 
ties to bring down the 
minister. But if this does not 
happen, and the directive 
remains, an uncertain future 
for Jordanian culture will lin¬ 
ger on. 

The minister lashed at 
wriier’s who opposed the deci¬ 
sion calling ihem as being 
involved in a warmongering 
excercise. He said that he 
would stick to his guards since 
the decision is purely organi¬ 
zational and win not affect the 
contents if the events that 
would lake place ■ 



niawn V’ir Trt 


Td / Fax: 847625, Mobile: 079 44260 - 079 44270 
P.O.Box: 720 Tla’a Alali 11953 Amman-Jordan 






















































P <r R E“ < &■ £3 fr-a 3 S?.S C p c.Sfi.5rx: r. 9- ° »tr. cu p c. 




4 THE STAR 


LURIE'S 


U04 Jan 17 *97 



Dealing with the water challenge 


THE DRY spell is over. Thank God! Arctic air is finally pouring into the region and 
with it comes moisture and humidity. This weekend more rain is expected and snow 
should foil on mountainous areas. It is too early to say if the season has been saved 
by the arrival of rain, but one thing is tor sure. No amount of rain will be enough to 
meet the growing need of the population and the infrastructure. 

If the present trend continues and more rain and snow come our way, then the 
Kingdom's water reserves are likely to increase. But there are no guarantees that the 
endemic water shortage, which the country has been experiencing for over a decade 
now. will not be repeated this summer. 

But between praying for rain and actually working to maintain and increase Jor¬ 
dan’s water supply there exists some worrying statistics. Experts from Jordan and in 
neighboring countries are in agreement that natural water supplies, like aquifers, 
lakes, rivers and water basins are not meeting the growing demand for the most stra¬ 
tegic source of" life. Rain water is not enough or is not being used efficiently to re¬ 
plenish ancient aquifers and feed reservoirs. In fact, if the current situation continues 
unabated, most ancient non-renewable aquifers will dry out. or be replaced with 
salty water, in a matter of years—before the end of the first decade of the new mil¬ 
lennium. These facts are not being disputed today by any responsible party. The wa- 
tercrisis is here already and all couniries of the region without exception are feeling 
it. 

Water is at the heart of the political and territorial disputes in the Middle East. But 
there couldn't be winners and losers in any settlement reached in the Palestinian ter¬ 
ritories. the Golan Heights and Lebanon. An unfair settlement that encroaches upon 
the rights of one party is a recipe for war and future conflicts. The water challenge is 
a regional one and is beyond politics and ideology. Regional efforts to deal with this 
challenge could provide a solid bedrock for regional cooperation. In fact, the only 
way the peoples of this region can respond to a challenge of this magnitude will be 
by working togetheron the Jong term. 

Meanwhile, here in Jordan there is a growing urgency to address the problem of 
water shortage at the highest level. In addition to creating public awareness and in¬ 
vesting in a major overhaul in the failing water network of main cities, the govern¬ 
ment should begin work on a masterplan to build more dams and enhance national 
water catchment network in order to increase our strategic water reserves and con¬ 
trol consumption and waste. This will not happen by holding seminars and confer¬ 
ences, but by forming a higher committee with a clear mandate to propose a strategy 
for the coming 10 years to deal with the water challenge. 

We cannot pin our hopes on the prospects of a good rain harvest and the consis¬ 
tency of rainfall. For the past few years Jordan and the East Mediterranean region 
have been experiencing unusually mild winters. So far we have little options to work 
with. We should be preparing now for a challenge of a catastrophic dimension. ■ 


A Camelot of peace 


To the Editor 


I have read with interest 
the recent articles by Chris¬ 
tian Dourait, including his 
sardonic response to my 
“Modest Proposal 1 ' in which 
I suggest deporting fanatical 
Jewish settlers from Hebron 
bade home to Brooklyn. In 
Mr Donmit's reply he sug¬ 
gests sending (hem to the Ne¬ 
gev to “make the desert flow¬ 
er.’ 1 He misses the point that 
trespass, theft, and murder 
would not be tolerated in 
New York or anywhere else 
and should oot be tolerated 
In Hebron. But if these set¬ 
tlers go to the Negev and en¬ 
gage in regular forays of 
rape, murder and pillage, 
they will not be popular in 
the Negev either. I’m sure the 


Bedouin of the Negev, who 
have lived there for thou¬ 
sands of years, not to men¬ 
tion the Ethiopian Jews who 
have been settled around the 
Dimona nudear facility, 
would object 

However, Mr Doumit’s lat¬ 
est article is not sardonic but 
visionary. Be has made a 
brilliant suggestion of a 
Camelot in South Lebanon 
for the establishment of a 
university for peace studies 
and ecological, archaeologi¬ 
cal, petrological and theologi¬ 
cal issues. 1 wholeheartedly 
support (his proposal and 
would consider it a privilege 
to participate. May I suggest 
as an addition that societies 
engaged in remedial therapy 
for victims of torture set up 
offices in Camelot as part of 
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Exposing cover-ups 


shall get you fired 


or banned 


By Parveez Syed 


bombing that killed or injomd hundreds ail the Hm. 

of people. The press is eager to devote catisedsome Palestinian youras - 


SPEAKING THE iruth aboul human 
rights abuses in Palestine can gel you 
fired in the United States, according to 
Robert McGee. 

Three editors of The Freeman, a month¬ 
ly magazine published by the Foundation 
for Economic Education l FEE) in New 
York found that out when they published 
two items that infuriated American Zion¬ 
ists. In the November issue. Hans Hoppe, 
an economics professor at the University 
of Nevada at l}ns Vegas, wrote a book re¬ 
view pointing out that Hitler was relative¬ 
ly benign before WWII compared to Sta¬ 
lin. Stalin killed 20 million people before 
the outbreak of the war. whereas Hitler 
didn’t start killing many until after the 


war. The statement was 
true, yet it infuriated some ■ 
influential American Zion¬ 
ists. who said the opinion 
amounted to holocaust re¬ 
visionism. 

Zionist anger was com¬ 
pounded the following 
month when Robert 
McGee, president of the 
Dumont Institute wrote an 
article about the violation 
of Palestinian human 
rights by Zionists. McGee 
pointed out that Palestin¬ 
ians have been having 
their land stolen and have 
been subjected to human 
rights abuses since the ( 
1940s. with the help of J 
American taxpayers, who j 
regularly give Israel more I 
than $5 billion of their tax j 
dollars each year. | 


substantial coverage to such events. But 
the big question—the one that neither pol¬ 
iticians nor the press addresses—is “why 
do some Arabs engage in such activi¬ 
ties?” 

■The Zionists use the holocaust and 
Nazi crimes to justify their systematic ra¬ 
cist and brutal crimes against tbe Palestin¬ 
ians. They milk the suffering of tbe Jews 
at the hands of Hitler not only to perpetu¬ 
ate further blind racism and violence by 
Zionist, but to carefully cultivate and 
deepen the guilt of Western non-Jews for 
the crimes of fascism and Nazism. To a 
large extent this has succeeded in guaran¬ 
teeing blind public support for Israel (of 
course this is not to ignore Western strate¬ 
gic interest). 


come brain dead. Between the start of the 
intifada in 1987 and mid-1995. mwe than 
1 400 Palestinians have been killed, in¬ 
cluding 260 children. The American press 
devotes little or no space to these Pales¬ 
tinian murders, yet never fails to cover a 
story involving the death of one or two Is¬ 
raeli soldiers. 

Israel has indeed maintained fortur^as 
a method to obtain confessions from Pal¬ 
estinians and others, under the protection 
of the law. through decisions of the Israeli 
Supreme Court. The number of those who 
have suffered painful physical and psy¬ 
chological punishments while under Zion¬ 
ist captivity is in the thousands. A few 
dozens deaths during the exercise of tor¬ 
ture have been reported. These Israeli ac- 
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As a result of these arti- j 


cles. Israel Kirzner, a re¬ 
spected economics profes¬ 
sor at New York 
University and a Jewish 
rabbi, resigned from the 
FEE Board of Trustees. 
Kirzner was infuriated. He 
was especially incensed at 
McGee's article, which he 
said amounted to no more 
than Palestinian propagan¬ 
da. Hans Sennholz. presi¬ 
dent of FEE and a former 
Luftwaffe pilot for Hitler 
during World War Two. 
felt compelled to act. part¬ 
ly because of his former 
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ly because of his former 1 eS- ** ^ 

background. So he fired . 0 T? 

Larry White, the editor of i fea ;, ^ * *7^ 







the Peace Studies which 
should also include psychoan¬ 
alytic investigation into the 
pathology of tortures. Pio¬ 
neer work in this direction 
has already been begun by 
the great psychiatrist Franz 
Fanon and others. This is 
only one of the fields of study 
which have benefited from 
the insights of post-colonial 
discourse, a discipline which 
would throw Ugh t on tbe oth¬ 
er area-studies in Mr JDou- 
mit’s admirable plan as weS. 

Please let me know where I 
can sign on to receive infor¬ 
mation about this very hope¬ 
ful project. 


Dr A. Clare Brandabur 


the November issue; Rob- - 

en Batemarco. the book 
review editor; and Robert Higgs, the edi¬ 
tor of the December issue. 

The firings caused a scandal. Since its 
founding in 1946. FEE has been a sup¬ 
porter of free markets, limited govern¬ 
ment and free speech. So it became an es¬ 
pecially newsworthy event when FEE 
punished three of its own (not to mention 
the two authors; just because they spoke 
the truth about a subject that has not re¬ 
ceived much coverage in the American 
press. Higgs stated that he decided to pub¬ 
lish McGee’s article because it said things 
that needed to be said, and that they were 
not being said by anyone else in America. 
The mentality in present-day America is 
such that anyone who speaks out against 
human rights abuses perpetrated by Jews 
is labeled anti-Semitic. As a result, the 
vast majority of people who would other¬ 
wise speak out decide to keep silent. 

Congressmen openly voice their sup¬ 
port of Israel lest they face the wrath of 
' the organised and well-funded Jewish lob¬ 
by, which does not hesitate to threaten to 
support their opponent in the nexL election 
if they do not fall into line. The presiden¬ 
tial and vice-presidential candidates for 
the two major US political parties all 
voiced strong support for Israel during the 
recent US election. Jack Kemp even com¬ 
pared Benjamin Netanyahu to Jack Ken¬ 
nedy! Whenever the American press re¬ 
ports on events in Israel, they take a pro- 
Zionist position. They never fail to call it 
a tragedy when one or two Israeli soldiers 
are killed in some terrorist attack, but 
'when 10 or 20 or more Palestinians are 
wounded or killed for defending them¬ 
selves and their land, the news item is re¬ 
ported without comment. 

This demonisation process is being 
used against Iraq, but in recent years it 
has also been used against Iran , Libya, 
and the Palestinians. The state of public 
opinion in the US will not change until 
the American tax-payers and voters be¬ 
come aware of the truth of the situation in 
occupied Palestine. That will happen only 
when the Arabs who live in the US form a 
lobby that is equally vocal and effective 
as the Zionist lobby that now has a stran¬ 
glehold over the press and US Congress. 
How can anyone discuss Iraq objectively 
when speaking to a group of morons 
wearing “I’d walk a mile to smoke a cam¬ 
el (picture of Arab on camel in gunsight)" 
T-shirts? Such individuals, many of whom 
probably could not locale Iraq on a map 
and were not even aware of that nation’s 
existence prior to 1991, have allowed 
themselves to be whipped into a frenzy of 
hatred by mass media propaganda, which 
comes these days mainly from the appro¬ 
priately named “boob tube”. Like the 
word "witch” in the 16th century, the 
smear words "Muslim or Islam” has the 
power to instill fear of ostracism or pun¬ 
ishment. so cowards of many political 
stripes do all sorts of mental and verbal 
gymnastics to avoid the feared appella¬ 
tion. 

According to McGee. US politicians 
are quick to condemn Arab terrorism like 
the 1983 attack that killed 241 US service- 
' men in Beirut. Lebanon, the Oklahoma 
City bombing (which turned out not to be 
from Arab terrorists), (he World Trade 
Center bombing and the Saudi Arabian 


Anyone who pays any attention to the 
news”knows that the US has been the 
strongest supporter of Israel since its 
founding in the 1940s. and that various 
Arab states have, at one time or another, 
been enemies of Israel. Bui what is less 
well reported by the US medra is the Is¬ 
raeli terrorism. 

The Palestinian “problem" stems from 
the creation of Israel on Palestinian land. 
During the 1948 war. Israeli forces not 
only drove the Palestinians from their 
homes, but also made a point of disman¬ 
tling more than 400 Palestinian villages, 
towns and cities stone by stone, so that 
the Palestinians would have nothing to re¬ 
turn to. As a result, three million of the 
estimated six million Palestinian popula¬ 
tion are now refugees, a million of whom 
are forced to this day to live in appalling 
conditions in refugee camps. The Pales¬ 
tinians’ property rights—one of the most 
basic of oil human rigbis—was systemati¬ 
cally disparaged. This disparagement con¬ 
tinues to this day, as evidenced by the 
West Bank settlement policies of the Is¬ 
raeli government. Russian Jews and oth¬ 
ers are being given Palestinian land to 
live on, and the Palestinian owners are be¬ 
ing driven from their land without com¬ 
pensation. Whole Palestinian neighbor¬ 
hoods in East Jerusalem have been 
confiscated and turned over to Jewish 
"seulers" in an effort to consolidate the 
Jewish hold on the city, which Israel is 
making into the capital of the Jewish 
state. 

The land grab is only one of many hu¬ 
man rights abuses. Palestinians are sub¬ 
ject to searches at numerous check points 
in their own country. Their homes can be 
blown up without due process if a family 
member is merely accused of terrorist ac¬ 
tivity. There have been systematic at¬ 
tempts to prevent Palestinians from get¬ 
ting an education, as evidenced by the 
closing of Palestinian schools. Beatings, 
torture, imprisonment and even killings of 
Palestinians have become commonplace. 
Palestinian farmers have systematically 
been deprived of water for their farms, 
while Israeli farmers get what they need. 
Palestinian freedom of travel has been re¬ 
stricted or denied on numerous occasions, 
making it difficult or impossible to visit 
family or go to work, thus causing eco¬ 
nomic hardship. Christian and Muslim 
Palestinians who live in the West Bank 
and Gaza have been prevented from wor¬ 
shipping at Jerusalem’s religious sites. 

Palestinian merchants who sell water¬ 
melons in the local market have been 
beaten because they sliced open the wa¬ 
termelons. thus revealing the colours of 
the Palestinian flag. Palestinians have 
also been beaten for wearing shirts that 
are the colours of the Palestinian flag. 
During the recent election, right-wing Is¬ 
raeli party posters placed in front of pol¬ 
ling places falsely warned Palestinians 
that their health and pension benefits 
would be taken away if they voted, thus 
greatly reducing the number of Palestin¬ 
ians who dared to vote. Some of those 
who tried to vote were beaten by police. 
One young Palestinian was beaten by 
about 40 Israeli police in front of James 
Moran, a member of the US Congress. 
Bystanders said this sort of thing happens 


tions. of course, completely fly in the face 
of the UN Declaration of Human Rights 
and aJJ kinds of UN resolutions. 

The General Assembly of the UN has 
recognised ’’...the fundamental right (of 
Palestinians) to struggle “...by any means 
at their disposal.” 

(n the General Assembly, where no na¬ 
tion has veio power and resolutions are 
usually adopted by a simple majority, the 
number of resolutions passed against Is¬ 
rael have been even greater. 

The assembly repeatedly condemned 
Israel's occupation of Arab land, its at¬ 
tacks on Lebanon, its violations of tbe 
Fourth Geneva Convention, its claim to 
Jerusalem as its unified capital, its rela¬ 
tions with South Africa, and its nuclear 
program. 

US press coverage is biased and pro- 
Israeli. The US has been the strongest 
supporter of Israel righL Sirhan Sirhan. 
the Arab who assassinated Robert Kenae-~ 
dy, said he did it because Senator Kenne-: 
dy approved the sale of military aircraft 
(o Israel, which would be used to kill Pal¬ 
estinians. While the holocaust was a trag¬ 
edy, and while practically everyone" 
agrees that systematic extermination of an 
ethnic or religious group cannot be con¬ 
doned, it does not follow that the survi¬ 
vors of that group have some inherent 
right to found a country on someone 
else’s land. US taxpayers have been 
forced to support this land grab, and the 
many human rights abuses that have gone 
with it, since the 1940s. For 1996, Ameri¬ 
can taxpayers had to pay more than $5.5 
billion for various kinds of air! to Israel— 
that is $1,375 for every Jewish man, 
woman and child (Palestinians don’t get 
the benefit of the “aid”). Yet Israel cannot 
be called a poor country. It has a per capi¬ 
ta gross domestic product approaching 
that of England. 

The whole issue of foreign aid needs to 
be addressed. The US constitution pro¬ 
vides for a government of limited powers. 
The government can constitutionally do 
only those things that are specifically enu¬ 
merated in the constitution. Those who fa¬ 
vour foreign aid programs might argue 
that giving foreign aid is in the best inter¬ 
est of the US. But even if that were some¬ 
times the case, it does not follow that 
such foreign aid programs can become 
constitutional just because they might be 
in America's best interest. Besides, the 
“best interests” argument does not seem 
to apply to Israel, a country that has re¬ 
ceived nearly $78 billion in foreign aid 
from the US between 1948 and 1996. At 
least part of the military aid Israel re¬ 
ceives is used to abuse the human rights 
of Palestinians. 

American taxpayers are being abused 
by being forced to support Israeli terror¬ 
ism and socialism. At the very least, the 
foreign aid spigot should be turned off, 
the sooner the better. In addition, those 
politicians who have the courage should 
speak our against the human rights abuses 
that have been perpetrated against the Pal¬ 
estinian people. ■ 


This is an edited version about bias 
in the American media. Hie author 
works tor tbe Globa] Media Monitorins 
Unit in the UK ^ 





Erbakan y s 

Turkey 
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MR ERBAKAN'S *J?«a 
io power,.was not ®. 
affair fora coonhy 
toy which always 
the secular values, oTd£ 
founder of the KepdWtf 
MustapbaKeraaL Ne verthe¬ 
less, with popular support 
and real poiinque, he. man? 

aged to appease 

and its industrial complex*. 
and the traditional centers, 
of power. However, and as* 
it is often said, ascender*# , 
to power can be easier thaq 

keeping it. . • j.'-’f- 

For Mr Erbakan, the clas¬ 
sical sources of threat to Ms 
p rem iership, as assumed by; 
observers of Turkish port - ; 
tics, such as the military, n-v, 
nancial institutions, secular^} 
ists, and. supporters ©Li 
European association.: did^j 
not materialize. RatbqC; 
some peculiar circumstancT. 

es which are the 1 bjfeJ 
products of a large country 
and diverse society, have 
started threatening Jiis poBt- 
ical position. Sufism, and?- 
Islamic religious orders, 
which have been in exis¬ 
tence since the days prior to; 
the Ottoman Empire, have 
started to play a political ' 
role during the era of the , 
late president Mr Toigut 
Qzal 

In their multitude .of- 
forms and purposes, inevita-. 
bly some extreme forms rif'. 
such orders have emerged 
recently, with peculiar de-.j 
mantis and even ways of at- j 
tire, which are anathema Mo 
'Ibricey’s drive towards j 
modernism. Such a group, j 
which has created much 
waves, called ^ aedmendi 
meaning helplessness .In , 
front of God. seems to have-, 
been involved to various?: 
scandals and practic^not-.: 
tier the guise of puritanism; 
and return to the Ways ^dF 
early IslanC _ . >. w/wv. 

Mr Eibakan’slftaruwfta-^ 
tion to the varioas ^S^l: 
stream Sufi ortiershaScrrat: 
ed plenty . c^ suspSScav^ 
p especially . a^ v jbe ijad, 

’ press repasts 
the charlatans 
Prime Minister has 
chess the balance now, 
work through his partners in; : 
government la define the 
borders of his politics, and ; 
re-assure tbe Turkish public ‘ 
at large. 

The second scandal,' 
which has been inherited by 
his first term in office, is die 
linkage of right-wing ex¬ 
tremism with the various: 
Turkish state organs. It isan 
issue which may not be ire 4 
vesti gated properly, and the 
results may not be achieved, 
but there are still high ex¬ 
pectations that adequate ex- : 
planations will be emerging: 
in regard to this particular 
issue, and perhaps, heads; 
may have to roll in the van- v 
ous state organs if Mr Erba¬ 
kan is to maintain his crecG-: 
bility in his drive against 
corruption. 

Will he be ableto acton- 
the Investigation 'tesolte^' 
once available? Will htfhave/ 
to sweep the whole issue tin- - 
tier the carpet, in the usual - 
act of a politician? The ' 
choices are obviously han± ; 
and they will strain the im-' 
age of Mr Erbakan who is; 
attempting to present him-;; 
self as a man who will make • 
an indelible impression on- 
the face of Turidsh politics,-; 
and push it to a new frontier^ 1 : : 

This path is fraught with 
danger. The extent of in¬ 
volvement of perils, some;" 
politicians, military person-" 
nel, and security officials is; 
still unknown, and the extern 
of their power and reach ; 
cannot be assessed yet Mh; 
Erbakan may have to adjust-} 
his position, and decide what 
can be more worthwhile if : 
tiie country is not to suffer^ 
another upheaval. .}• 

As if the internal idiocynr: 
crasies are not enough, 
Erbakan may be drawn into.} 
a regional conflict now with j. 
the recent purchase of the.; 
Greek Cypriots of Russian 
anti-aircraft missiles add 
place diem on their tide of: 
the island. Unfortunately for, 
die Turkish Premier, ill... 
three issues have been in¬ 
herited from previous ad¬ 
ministrations, and are pre¬ 
cipitates of certain 
international realities. , 

The intractable pnobtarn l \ 
of Cyprus will come at one}.- *; 
pome (o haunt Erbakan, anrf - ; - 
it will show the extent to > * 
which he is involved in die} •/ 
formulation of Turkey’s fotr • 
Mgn policy. His drive to^ 
wards openness with the. Is-, * 
lamic world has been a new}; ; 
dimension, but judging i 
from the issue of the -5 
Cyprus is likely to remain av y 
constant within this policy. ‘ t; 
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Business 
scene 


II AI-Hayar Pharmaceu- 
ikal Ca, offered its first 
products on the market. 
U 1 ® company, estab¬ 
lished in 1993 at a capital 
oT-JD 2. million, con¬ 
structed _ a development 
plant on an 8,000 square 
^*WtE^in_ A mman fi- 
r 'dep«MjBr-'^oii "national " 

expertise besides Euro¬ 
pean and American con¬ 
sultations. The company 
provides about 150 jobs. 

■ The International 
Ceramic Industries Co., 
established in 1993 at a 
capital of JD 4 million, 
recorded a 10.6% growth 
in ns budget to reach JD 
8.1 million in the fust 
half of last year. Its fixed 
asserts were about JD 5.5 
million until last June. 

■ The mid-annual sales 
of the'Chemical Indus¬ 
tries Co., generated net 
profits at JD 207.000. Its 
budget until mid-1996 
was about JD 4.5 million. 
The company’s invest¬ 
ments in the Chlorine 
Co., are at JD 475.000. 
and carrie out various 
industrial projects related 
to chemicals. 

■ The output of the 
Arab White Cement Co., 
hits' W6.603 tons of 
ready cement last year. 
This is a rise of 5000 tons 
compared to 1995. The 
company produces 
100,000 tons annually, 
but this was increased 
last October by 25% to 
reach 125.000 tons. The 
ratio of the domestic 
white cement consump- „ 
Uon is estimated at 
55,600 tons per. year oral 
the remainder goes to 
Syria and Saudi Arabia. 
The company is seeking . 
new markets like the Pal¬ 
estinian areas and 
Yemen. 

j* ■ 

■ Jordan Cement Facto¬ 
ries fJCF) will start 

. exporting its products 
directly to the Palestinian 
market next week, after 
- concluding a door-1 o- 
door agreement between 
Jwd^ ^ IsKidl. The.' 
annnaT’tteeifc'df tie Pal- ’ 1 
estinum market are- esti¬ 
mated at-2-1 million tons 
of cement Last-year JCF ‘ 
exported to Palestine 
89.000 tons, but this vol- 
-ume will be increased. . 
dnayearco 400^)00 tons, 

. aocOTtfiag to Dr Bassam.; 
Ai Sakec, the-company’s;, 
chairman. . 

■ Central Bonk of lor- r 
dan assets 

bdBeceafia^ were^^JtF"' 
3.414J58.000T among- 
them JD 140.180,155 
gold reserve. CBJ assets 
in convertible foreign 
currency last month 
reached JD 2,143 billion. ;. 
The Bank’s assets from.?. 

• Jordanian 'currency were ' 
JD 14 2&822.000 during . 
DeoamtoeR.1996. 


Foreign • 
Exchange 

Wednesday. 22 January 


Transport and the Aqaba railway 

Hot on the heels of privatization 


SATURDAY 



AMMAN fStar>— 

Privatization of public corpo¬ 
rations is a government policy. 
The latest to follow such a 
path is the Public Transport 
Corp.. (CTP) and the Aqaba 
railway. 

■ The’Ministry of Transport 
has invited 13 international 
consulting firms that are 
approved by the World Bank 
to present offers regarding the 
privatization of these 
corporations. 

After conducting a thorough 
research of these offers by a 
joint committee from (he 
World Bank, the Ministry of 
Transport and the Ministry of 
Planning, five of the 13 com¬ 
panies were chosen, according 
to Mr Naser AI Lawzi Minis¬ 
ter of Transport. 

The five companies have 
presented their technical and 
financial offers and the winner 
of the tender will cany oui a 
financial evaluation of the 
Aqaba Rail assets, its services 
in carrying phosphate, the rev¬ 
enues from these services and 
the quantity of phosphate 
being transported. 

Then the company will pro¬ 


vide the ministry 

with tender doc- MyllSK 
umems concern- 

ing the opera- ^m 
tional | ‘ 

management and 
the moderuiza- 
tion of the rail- . 

way. These arc " 

to be offered by ~s- m / 
local and foreign . \ 
private firms ' 

including the 
Jordan Phos- |HK\ 
phate Mines Co. * 

Mr AI Lawzi 
said that the 
offers were 
approved by the 
Joint Consulting AI Lawzi 
Concerns after 
approving certain conditions, 
mainly the condition to accept 
Jordan Phosphate as a major 
shareholder in any deal con¬ 
cerning ihc modernization, 
management, maintenance and 
development of the Aqaba rail¬ 
way. This also involves train¬ 
ing and qualifying the present 
employees and laborers of the 
railway. 

The cost of a part of this 
project is estimated ai JD 
400,000. financed equally by 


AI Lawzi 




the government 
and the Arab 
Bank IJD 200.000 
each;. At Lawzi 
added. 

Concerning the privatization 
of public transport, the minis¬ 
try started io restructure the 
lines and transport networks in 
the Amman area to meet the 
geographic divisions of the 
area taking into consideration 
papulation density and secur¬ 
ing transport services for the 




Al Ahli and Business banks 
finalize merger 


the: EXTRAORDINARY meeting of the 
general assemKytrfsiiarebaldere in the AI 
' AJili and ButsinessBanks wiH convene this 
•- Sffnrday oto announce the creation of. the 
- new Jordan Abli Bank at a capita) oT JD 42 
- .y : . : .w-. * • 

"Jllds discuss further 

betWeen tire two 
-banks. ; The «x^c«tive committee is headed 
fay Mr AbditKiqderT®#)^ fedf' includes Dr 
rVRj&tf-^ Tte;AMul Rahman 

if * iirfe shareBoWefi* righf^ esfenated at JD 
? C67JS; nofllidri/ wfll be'riistriltHjted cliiriijg the 


meeting, while JD 163 million will be allo¬ 
cated'for compulsory reserve and JD 95 
million for the capital and outside branches 
reserves. 

The assets of the new hank are approxi¬ 
mately JD 630 million, among the JD 1&U 
.million, for the Bnaness Bank and JD 46131 
million for AI Ahli Bank. 

AI Ahli Bank shareholders’ stake in the 
-capital of the new bank is JD 36 million, 
and. the Business Bank shareholder stake in 
the capital is JD 6 mil lion. ■ 


majority of inhabitants. 

Through corporation with 
the World Bank, ihe ministry 
has formed specialized techni¬ 
cal committee to set docu¬ 
ments. operation conditions 
and draft contracts based on 
dividing Amman imo divisions 
before offering lenders for 
investing companies that are 
interested. 

These arrangements deter¬ 
mine the trips, timing, direc¬ 
tion and number to use mod¬ 
ernized buses. It is said that 
400 of these are needed during 
the next four years. 

PTC provides services for 
half of the operating lines in 
the Amman area, while other 
private companies operate the 
remainder according to invest¬ 
ment contracts concluded five 
years ago. 

After giving the tender of 
PTC lines to qualified compa¬ 
nies, the corporation will have 
the organizational role, as a 
"corporation to organize pub¬ 
lic transport." 

This corporation will collect 
fees and revenues from the 


current and expected contracts 
related to hiring the lines net¬ 
work in Amman area. 

On the regional level. Mr AI 
Lawzi said earlier (his week 
that the transport agreement 
which was concluded between 
Jordanians and Israelis has 
become effective since the 
beginning of this month, 
according to "door-to-door" 
basis instead of the back-to- 
back." an earlier accord. Also. 
Jordan Cement will start 
exporting its products to the 
Palestine market on a door-to- 
door basis soon. 

In addition, the land transit 
fleet between Jordan and Iraq 
will be raised as soon as the 
transport line between the two 
countries is opened. 

The number of trucks that 
belong to the Jordan Land 
Transit Co., was 950 trucks in 
1985. however, at present. iL is 
only 350 trucks. However. Mr 
AI Lawzi pointed out that 100 
trucks will be purchased to 
increase the efficiency of the 
Jordan land transport Heel. ■ 


Jordan leads promising economic 
future 

THROUGH RECORDING a noticeable growth ratio and 
moving on successfully in its economic restructuring 
program since 1989. Jordan has become the center of 
global interest. 

In addition to three Arab countries (Morocco. Egypt 
and Tunisia) Jordan has become a member of the 
“Golden Triangle,” a group which comprises 35 coun¬ 
tries—these are highly qualified to perform a leading 
role in international economies by ihe beginning of the 
21st century, according to a report released by the 
“World Times Wealth of Nation”, a corporation based in 
San Francisco. 

These countries are no longer considered poor, have 
broken the growth barrier and are on the threshold of a 
prosperous era. 

The corporation's report is based mainly on identify¬ 
ing and evaluating a series of factors and capabilities 
that qualify any state to assume an efficient role in the 
international economy according to three criteria: eco¬ 
nomic environment, database, and social platform. 

The economic criteria include currency stability, low 
inflation and high growth ratios, low interest rates and 
debts, facilities to businessmen, the volume of internal 
and external trade, competence of the financial and 
banking institutions, ability of infrastructure services, 
economic and financial resources. 

The database includes availability of information con¬ 
cerning economic performance and transparent dealings, 
electronic devices and using them in decision-making, 
willingness to accept criticism, reviewing decisions and 
legislations, the link between the internal market with 
the external market, and the telecommunication network 
on the local and international levels. 

The social criteria deal with Lhe range of social jus¬ 
tice, facile movement from one class to another, flexible 
wages and allowances, flexibility in educational and 
training systems, competence of employees, availability 
of job opportunities, competence of social security net¬ 
work and the level of freedom given to labor and 
national activities and organizations. 

The World Times Wealth of Nation has given Jor¬ 
dan's performance 791 points, Egypt 709 points, Tunisia 
799 points and Morocco 714 points. 

The report which includes these four countries for the 
first time assures that they arc expected to get higher 
marks and hit higher positions during this year, hinting 
that these countries will see remarkable economic and 
social achievements. ■ 


ESCWA concludes training 
courses on NGO’s management 


Panamsat licensed in Pakistan 
for satellite transmission 


AMMAN- (Star)— 

' Administrative organization is 
-the name of-the game. Two 
ESCWA workshops were 
-organized over a five-day 
period under the title “UN- 
ESCWA - managing NGG’s: 
: strategies for change.” 

: • The workshops which 
started 12 January, aim at wid¬ 
ening the knowledge of panic- 
; ipants concerning organiza¬ 
tional and administrative 
_ reform -that faces NGO’s'When 
preparing their strategies to 
' cement their organizational 
abilities. 

Such knowledge will enable 


these organizations to continue 
to perform and prove Lheir fear 
sibility on the local arena. 

Opening the workshops. Dr 
Hazero AI Biblawi, the execu¬ 
tive secretary of ESCWA said 
that "the natural emergence of 
the NGO's have paved the 
way for greater and more 
influential development all 
over the world." 

He continued to say that rec¬ 
ognizing the role of these civil 
organizations is but the first 
step, as great changes in 
1990's make the confrontation 
of these charges a major chal¬ 
lenge for any organization 


which has a message to 
deliver. 

As long as the NGO’s have 
better management and organi¬ 
zation. they will be more able 
to face such challenges. At 
Biblawi said. 

The training workshop was 
supervised by Dr John Hailey, 
the director of the Interna¬ 
tional Development Center, in 


che Cranfield School of Man- people. 


Research Center, Oxford, UK, 
which is a subsidiary to 
NGO’s pointed out that the 
NGO's had seen a noticeable 
growth, we have millions of 
them, this increase can be 
mainly due to the growth in 
funds and aid. In addition 
there is a growing perception 
that these organizations 
respond to the needs of the 


agement. that is - affiliated to 
Cranfield University. UK. 

Dr Hailey, who is also a 
senior strategic advisor and 
founding associate of the Inter¬ 
national NGO Training and 



Arab Bank profits hit 
JD 95.7 million 


THE. ARAB Bank has 
made record profits of JD 
95.7 million (SI35.2 mil¬ 
lion), a rise of 18 percent. 

. The. Chairman of the 
Arab Bank, Mr Abdel 
Majeed Shoman described 
this achievement to be “the 
best result since we have 
established the Bank- This 
is attributed to the top per¬ 
formance of onr branches 
in Europe, US, Use Far 
East - and - the Gulf" 
countries.” 

The Bank's total budget 
rose 43 percent by last 
December 1996 to reach JD 
13.481 billion compared Shoman 
with JD '12527 billion by 
the end of 1995. 

These figures do not include other bud¬ 



gets in the Arab Bank 
Group that were esti¬ 
mated at more than 
$22.9 billion in 1995. 

Clients’ deposits in 
the Arab Bank reached 
JD 6.396 billion by 1996 
against JD 5.797 billion 
in 1995. Loans rose by 
12 percent to JD 4.163 
*i billion in 1996 com- 
■J pared with JD 3.711 bil¬ 
lion in 1995. 

The general budget of 
the Bank showed an 
increase in shareholders 
rights from JD 552 mil¬ 
lion in 1995 to JD 630 
million in 1996. Long¬ 
term investments rose by 
58 percent, to reach JD 727.6 million 
compared with JD 450 million in 1995. ■ 


He added rhat the confi¬ 
dence in offering development 
policies that are imposed by 
superior levels or governments 
during 1960's and 1970's have 
become very weak. 

The increase in the number 
of NGO's is accompanied by a 
scries of changes concerning 
the nature and role of these 
organizations such as the 
growth in financial resources, 
the rise in number of employ¬ 
ees and large scale develop¬ 
ment projects. 

The 17 participants in the 
workshop who represent 
ESCWA departments will 
meet in another course next 
May. ■ 


The US-based PamAmSat 
Corp., tNASDAQ:SPOTi was 
awarded a license for private 
satellite services operations 
from the Pakistan Telecommu¬ 
nications Authority. 

This will enable PanAmSat 
to provide satellite capacity 
for domestic data services 
within the country. Already, 
the company has attracted 
three customers who will use 
the PAS —X Indian Ocean 
Region satellite as their trans- 
■missron platform for domestic 
data communications services. 
The Lhree customers—Aesys 
Ltd.. Comstar-ISA and Fas- 
com Systems—are licensed 
providers of value-added 
domestic telecommunications 
services in Pakistan. 

"Pakistan has embraced sat¬ 
ellite competition as an effec¬ 
tive way to foster state-of-the- 
art communications services 
and spur further economic 
growth throughout the coun¬ 
try." said Frederick A Land- 
man. PanAmSat's president 
and chief executive officer. 
“PanAmSat is poised to meet 
this commercial opportunity 
by serving three value-added 
customers on the PAS-4 satel¬ 


lite and further 
expanding available - , 

satellite capacity for 'V 
Pakistan with the 
launch of the PAS-7 $ 
satellite later this Ct 'i. 
year." 

Aesys. Comstar 
and Fascom will use 
transmissions capac¬ 
ity on the PAS-4 C- 
band South Asia/ i 

Middle East beam to 
provide value-added 
data services, such as 
private business net- f , 

works, within Paki- 
stan, Fascom works 
with more than 200 
customers and is one 
of ihe largest Internet service 
providers in Pakistan. 

Comstar is an American/ 
Pakistan joint venture data 
communications company and 
was the first to set up a star 
configuration-based shared 
TDMA hub in the region. 
Aesys offers specialized appli¬ 
cations for the financial sec¬ 
tor. government agencies, air¬ 
lines, hotels. postal 
organizations, oil and gas 
companies, and is also work¬ 
ing in collaboration with 




AT&T. 

Launched in August 1995. 
PAS-4 contains 16 C-band and 
24 Ku-band transponders. The 
PAS-f C-band South Asia 
Middle East beam provides 
high-power transmissions cov¬ 
erage from London to Japan. 
The PAS-7 satellite, to be 
launched late in 1997. will 
contain 14 C-band and 30 Ku- 
band transponders and will be 
collected with PAS-4 over the 
Indian Ocean region at 68.5 
degrees East Longitude. ■ 


ARAMEX, first Arab-based 
company to go public in US 
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NEW YORK Aramex Interna¬ 
tional Limited fNasdaq/NMS 
Symbol: ARAXF) one of the 
leading Middle East express 
courier and freight forwarding 
companies, has become ihe 
first Arab based company to go 
public in the United States, 
when its one million shares 
offering started trading on the 
NASDAQ National Market 
System stock exchange on 14 
January. 

The offering has raised gross 
proceeds of S7.000.000 for the 
Amman-based organization. 
Prior to the public offering the 
company also raised S2 million 
from investment by US based 
Airborne Express—one of the 
largest express carriers in the 
world—representing a 6.8 per¬ 
cent slake in Aramex. 

The initial public offering 
was subscribed by both Middle 
Eastern investors and US insti¬ 
tutional investors. "We are 
delighted with our IPO (Initial 
Public Offering) and fed confi¬ 
dent about our future and the 
opportunities thaL are out there 
for us" Aramex’s Chairman, 
William Kingson. commented. 

“The US securities market is 
the largest and most active in 
the world and Aramex’s trad¬ 
ing osr ‘NASDAQ gives -Che 
company ihe visibility and 
credibility to expand and 
achieve its goals and objectives 



leading towards the next cen¬ 
tury." added Fadi Ghandour. 
President and CEO. 

Capital raised from the IPO 
will be tunneled towards 
Aramcx's future expansion 
plans in various areas essential 
to position Aramex at the fore¬ 
front of the market. In an 
unprecedented step in the Mid¬ 
dle East. Aramex plans to 
invest in its catalogue com¬ 
pany. "Shop the World Direct" 
which represents major British 
and American mail order com¬ 
panies in Middle cast markets. 
The company operates six mail 
order centers in Bahrain. 
Kuwait Amman, Beiruti Doha 
and Cairo which will soon be 
expand in Saudi Arabia. UAE 
and Cyprus markets. 

The company plans to 
expand geographically into the 
Indian Suh-Courinem, 4 hiongh 
joint ^ventures with "existing 
licensed partners there. In addi¬ 
tion to this. North Africa and 
the Centra] Asian Republics 


are on the drawing board. 

Having taken its operation 
worldwide, including the Gulf 
and the Middle East, the Near 
East, Turkey. Europe, the 
United Suites. Canada and 
Hong Kong, Aramex currently 
plans to develop new logistical 
facilities. This focuses mainly 
on developing the warehouses 


and distribution centers which 
are located at the free trade 
zones at lhe airports of Dubai 
and Amman. 

The express transportation 
business is tin information tech¬ 
nology intensive business and 
Aramex plans to invest heavily 
in developing its technological 
capabilities. 

“The biggest investment that 
wc are going through right now 
is in technology. The new capi¬ 
tal injection will boost that and 
the company will be well posi¬ 
tioned in terms of technologi¬ 
cal solutions operationally, 
financially, sales and market¬ 
ing and client interface" Ghan- 
dour enthused. ■ 
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Thousands of Hebronites come out to greet Arafat 


Playing with words, our media 
strategy _ 


.■ The Arab world has long been In crisis. The crea¬ 
tion oi Israel must, in the final analysis, take the 
blame for this. But the crisis and the counter crisis 
have developed their phraseology as exemplified by a 
cultural and a media invasion. This was accompanied - 
by a set ot stereotypes that were imposed from outside . 
and related mainly to the Palestinian-lsraeli conflict 
that has dragged on from 1948. when Israel occupied 
Palestinian land. 

When Israel occupied the rest of Palestine in the 
1967 War. an attempt at Judizaiion began to creep in. 
The West Bank started to be called ‘Judea and Samar¬ 
ia": similarly Palestinian cities and streets were given 
Hebrew names, suggests Dr Bassam A1 Saket. 

Most of the time, international news agencies also 
started taking the cue from the Israelis, adopting 
names and phraseology that was seen as openly . 
biased. And in Lhe name of journalistic objectivity, th-: s 
Arab media followed suit. I 

This is quite disturbing. Today, our media especial¬ 
ly Television. Radio and the press are unconsciously 
playing to the tune. 

Arab TV and radio stations do not hesitate to repeat, 
Hebrew names, such as Kiryat Arba in Hebron, lhe, 
Maaleh Adomim settlement between Jerusalem and | 
Jericho, the Eretz crossing near Gaza and others.. 
These are spoken as if the situation is natural. Pales- ■ 
tine, or one part of it. is called the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries. 

Our area also was given different names starting 
from the “Arab World." “the Near East." "the Middle 
East". "West Asia countries", etc. Phrases like belong- 1 
ing to the Third World, underdeveloped countries, and 
developing nations are used casually. 

These names are approved and circulated in global 


news agencies, atlases, libraries. Western data banks.; 


the international information networks in the West! 
and also in our countries. 

In addition, our students and scholars are riding on 
the same bandwagon and are unconsciously adopting, 
similar terms or the same strain of thought. * 

According to a saying "a victim or the weakest be- 
come entrapped by the strongest opponent or the vlcti* 
mizer..." The tictim is so fascinated and overwhelmed 1 
by his foe that he blindly follows him. imitates his be-, 
havior and then becomes his slave. ! 

Arab mass media systems are the victims of West-; 
and Israeli cultural invasion. This has reached! 


era 


such critical proportions that urgent measures are re¬ 
quired to face this kind of domination. ' 

What has been lately concluded between Palesiin-. 
ians and Israelis in Hebron is called the "redeploy-,’ 
ment of Israeli troops" to indicate that Israelis are: 
leaving Palestinian cities. However, the proper mean-- 
ing of redeployment is that the army is moving fromi 
one place to another inside one entity, and not "with-- 
drawing" from an occupied land that belongs to an¬ 
other people. 

Moreover. Israeli news agencies call confiscated* 
Arab lands as "settlements" to give people in the West; 
an admirable expression about Israelis building their' 
homes, factories and farms on Palestinian land. Our 
media repeats such an awful word. 

Bul we really must call a spade, a spade. These set-! 
dements are no more than "colonies/’ and that is what 1 
they should be called. This is to point out what they 
are really created for. ■ 

Similarly, such term as East Jerusalem is repeated- 
as if being a common parlance. What we fail to realize* 
is that using such a term would make us. even if sub¬ 
consciously. accept the red!vision of the city, which- 
most Israelis certainly do not. 


Arafat offers message of 


. a *-,—'fivsc 



peace to Hebron 



- - -.‘■-J'jj? 


By Rebecca Troimson 

Los Angeles Times 


HEBRON. West Bank— 
Palestinian Authority President 
Yasser Arafat arrived here last 
Sunday to a tumultuous greet¬ 
ing from thousands of jubilant 
Palestinians and offered a mes¬ 
sage of peace to the Jewish set¬ 
tlers who remain in their midst. 

Arafat who came to Hebron 
two days after Israeli troops 
turned most of the West Bank 
city over to Palestinian rule, 
sought to assure the settlers that 
Palestinians seek “a just peace" 
with them, not confrontation. 

But most of the Palestinian 
leader’s message was aimed at 
the sea of cheering, flag- 
waving people gathered below 
him as he spoke from the bal¬ 
cony of a hilltop stone fortress 
bedecked with celebratory ban¬ 
ners. Until last Friday, the 
building, now a Palestinian 
police station, was the main 
headquarters of the Israeli mili¬ 
tary in Hebron and a hated 
symbol of its 30-year- 
occupation. 

“I declare that the city of 
Hebron is a liberated city.” 
Arafat told the crowd. "Now. 
with the Hebron agreement, we 
signing an agreement of 


Israeli Prime Minis¬ 
ter Benjamin Netan¬ 
yahu was later rati¬ 
fied by an 
overwhelming 
majority of the 
Israeli parliament, 
supported by mem¬ 
bers of Netanyahu's 
rightist coalition as 
well as the left-wing 
parlies associated 
with the peace 
process. 

Commentators 
have said the pact 
represented an 
agreement between 
lhe Palestinians and 
“the other half of 
Israel"— those who 
voted for Netan¬ 
yahu and his right- 



are 


peace with ail the Israeli peo¬ 
ple. This is something new." 

The agreement reached last 
Wednesday between Arafat and 


government. A double victory sign by Arafat as he addresses a crowd of50,000peo- 

Under terms of pie bt Hebron, Sunday 
the long-delayed 

in traditional embroidered 
dresses began to chant: 'This is 
the right of the Palestinians. 

This is our land. _ our 
homeland." 

When a white-and-green hel¬ 
icopter appeared in the dis¬ 
tance. a cheer went up as the 
craft circled and then settled 
down, precariously close to a 
few of the spectators. Arafat 
climbed out, waving and blow¬ 
ing kisses as his motorcade 
slowly made its way through 
the crowd to the headquarters. 


deal, about four-fifths of Heb¬ 
ron was turned over Friday to 
Palestinian control. The rest, an 
area where about 450 sealers 
and 20.000 Palestinians live 
uneasily together, remain under 
the purview of the Israeli army. 


As the crowd, estimated at 
20.000 to 50.000 people. 
waited for Arafat on lust Sun¬ 
day. a young man climbed to 
the top of a tall wooden pole 
and waved an oversized Pales¬ 
tinian flag. Groups of women 


Surrounded by watchful secur¬ 
ity officers as he made his 
address. Arafat vowed to con¬ 
tinue working toward the Pal¬ 
estinians' next goals, taking 
control of remaining areas of 
the occupied West Bank and 
establishing an independent 
Palestinian state with East Jeru¬ 
salem as its capital 
"A vow is a vow." Arafat 
said, saying he made his com¬ 
mitment in the name of Khalil 
Wazir. the assassinated PLO 
official known as Abu Jihad. 


“Yes. we will continue until wp 
establish onr Palestinian sUte- 

Bui be sounded notes of con¬ 
ciliation to Hebron's Jewish, 
settlers, who have bitterly 
opposed the agreement, 

arguing that it endangers their 
lives and cedes a portion of the 
Jewish homeland to the Pales¬ 
tinian Aurhority. 

T say to the settlers in Heb¬ 
ron that we don’t want con¬ 
frontation.” Arafat said. 

But settlement leaders reter- 
atedT their opposition to the 
Hebron agreement, and to Ara¬ 
fat himself. 

Tc is a sad day when a man 
like Arafat, an international 
murderer, enters Hebron, the 
city of our fathers.” said Tzu- 
riel Popovitch. spokesman for 
the council of Kiryat Arba, a 
Jewish settlement that neigh¬ 
bors Hebron. 

In the wake of the Hebron 
agreement;' Netanyahu is con¬ 
ducting an aggressive public 
relations campaign to sbore up 
American support Of the Jew¬ 
ish state, appearing oir inter¬ 
view programs on three US 
networks last Sunday. 

Netanyahu, on ABC’s .This 
Week," called-previous, agrees 
merits negotiated by his Labor 
Party predecessors flawed, say¬ 
ing, "We have to plug a lot of 
„ boles” that have left Israelis 
and their interests insufficiently 
protected. 

Netanyahu said that in for- 


iber negotiations **' 

Israel will (fcterroi^ ftc^osf- ; 
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tions to which its” troops 
withdraw and will hold Arafat., y-.% 
accountable for Tte # 

jans' stria adherence to ;H» 
terms of agreements. . 

The israefi leader also 
oied his party’s fong-heW 
tions that no part of JerttSatenj. y.j-.x20i 
can be ceded in negotiations 
and that the Palestinian entity 
that results from negotiations • •£ 
must not have sovereign ngws. *. 

including the right to xBase . \ 
armies. Bur for many Palestin¬ 
ian residents of Hebron and 
surrounding villages, it was not_ 
a day for rhetoric but for ceJo-. 
bration. Arafat’s arrival was an 
occasion to leave their h omo 
and offices, take their children 
and parents and head to the raiK 


.. 





arm parents anu ikmu w : - 

itary compound St the. city’s 7 ^.;^ 
highest point. :. - £/.l * 

Mohammed abu Rajah. 32, a 
civil engineer, said-be and other;' 

Hebronites were very excited?©- 
see Arafer in person. “Weyare- V".* ^ ^ 

very proud of him and ex^ct-'- - \ 
ing more of him. We are look- ■ ' 

, ing to him (to lead us) in Jeru- .v J 

salem. Hebron is not the end of . i&sgst'Z '; 1 ' ' ~ 

the story" . • • 

"We have been waiting a . • 

lifetime for this day,” added • 

Sadika Ahmed Mustafa Patafta, ■ \l 
a 50-year-old woman . “And 
God williiig. all our land will -s>r 

become ours.” ■ • v*# 1 - ’ • • 


In mideast, focus 


now turns to aborted 


Israel-Syria talks 


By Rebecca Trouason 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
With Israel's pullback from the 
West Bank city of Hebron at 
lone last complete. US peace 
efforts in the Middle East arc 
likely to turn toward Damascus 
and an attempt to persuade 
Israel and Syria to resume their 
aborted peace talks. 

Bui while a peace treaty 
between Israel and Syria would 
have a profound effect on the 
stability of the region—and the 
chances for a comprehensive 
Middle East peace-—the recalci¬ 
trant words emanating from the 
two capitals last week gave lit¬ 
tle reason for hope. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu was quoted last 
Saturday in the French newspa¬ 
per Le Figaro as saying he 
would never consider giving up 
the Golan Heights, the strategic 
plateau that is at the heart of 
any discussion between the two 
sides. Israel captured the Golan 
from Syria in the 1967 Middle 
East War. 

”Wc must keep the Golan for 
strategic, historical and eco¬ 


nomic reasons." Netanyahu 
said in the interview. 

Syria made similarly stub¬ 
born statements. On Friday, the 
day that Israel carried out its 
lons-ovendue partial with¬ 
drawal from Hebron, ceding 
most of the city to Palestinian 
rale, the official Syrian news¬ 
paper said there was nothing 
new to coax Syria back to the 
bargaining tabic. 

Israel and Syria have held 
sporadic peace talks since 
1991. but the negotiations 
broke off last spring and have 
yet to resume. 

“In light of the current prac¬ 
tices of foe Netanyahu govern¬ 
ment. which is rejecting the 
principle of withdrawal from 
foe Golan, there is nothing foal 
Syria would negotiate for and 
... nothing that encourages (it) 
... to return to the negotiating 
table." the official Al Thawru. 
newspaper said. 

"Land remains an element 
that could never be an issue for 
flexibility." foe newspaper 
said. 

With each side reiterating its 
hard-line positions, progress on 
the Israeli-Syrian peace track 
"is still a nonstarter," said 


Moshe Maoz. a professor of 
. .Middle East studies at Jerusa¬ 
lem’s Hebrew University. 

Adding to foe difficulties is 
Neunyahu’s refusal to honor 
informal agreements that his 
Labor Party predecessors 
reached with Damascus. The 
informal accords called for 
Israel to withdraw from all or 
most of foe Golan in exchange 
for Syria’s agreement to 
detailed security measures. 

Netanyahu, who defeated 
Shimon Peres in national elec¬ 
tions in May, has said he feels 
no obligation 10 honor 
unsigned agreements, and he 
has given no sign of willing¬ 
ness to compromise on foe 
Golan. 

US officials have said-Syria 
has demanded that negotiations 
be resumed at the point where 
they broke off. or at least that ic 
receive some assurances that 
foe years of talks have not been 
negated with Netanyahu's 
election. 

‘The United States would 
have to find a formula that 
would satisfy both sides and 
allow them to resume negotia¬ 
tions. perhaps an American 
commitment to Syria that Israel 


would withdraw from the 
Golan." said Maoz. 30 expert 
on Israel-Syria relations. “But it 
is very difficult to find a for¬ 
mula that would bridge die 
gap." Syrian President Hafez 
Assad, in a news conference in 
Cairo last September, sard hts 
conditions for resuming peace 
talks included mutual accep¬ 
tance of foe concept of trading 
land for peace and UN resolu¬ 
tions that call on Israel to give 
up occupied territory. 

The Syrian leader also said' 
he "was not in a rush” to reach 
a peace accord with Israel. 

Still, with the United States 
savoring the deal just brokered 
between Israel and foe Palestin¬ 
ians over Hebron, there is likely 
to be renewed pressure on both 
sides to bend. 

Last week, outgoing Secre¬ 
tary of State Warren Christo¬ 
pher was quoted as urging 
Netanyahu to ‘best the willing¬ 
ness” of Syria to make peace, a 
statement interpreted by ana¬ 
lysts here as a not-so-subtk 
suggestion to foe Israeli leader 
that he should be the one to 
make an overture. 

In an interview in Jerusalem, 
US Ambassador Martin Indyk 




mm 




'7-' 9 



Israel Tiberias 
Nazareth 



XL- 

- V, : : ” : " 




■ 

$*i ~ 

' ' 

7--.V 


■ ‘.v— 



rz-. 




- - Ml 


\'il r -i v'-- 

nv 1 — ■ 




.7ur.'; 


■ ;> C r < \- .. 

V'Y® 'Zj V 

' 


Golan 
Heights 




yy.tfc"!' /: 15 ; * 








said he hopes the Hebron 
accord will encourage the Syri¬ 
ans and foe Lebanese to 
resume their negotiations with 
the Israelis. 

"We believe that it is time 
for the Arab world to suspend 
its disbelief” over Israeli will¬ 
ingness 10 make peace. Indyk 
said. 

But the diplomat also said 
the United States must re¬ 


examine its own strategy: 
regarding the Syrians and try to 
learn why, despite a remarka¬ 
ble 26 visits to Damascus by 
Christopher alone during the 
last four years, there has been 
no real progress. Tt's very 
much in our ~ interests to 
achieve a SyriaivTsraeii peace, 
but we have to make a judg¬ 
ment about whether it’s achievr' 
able.” he said. ■ - - 







Hebron today. A Palestinan elderly couple carrying the Palestinian flag dance jubilantly 
in the streets of Hebron following the deployment of 'pee Palestinian police force in the 
city- Hebron deal signed with the Israelis last weefi limits the presence of the Ptdesdn- 
ian police to only 400 officers. Although, they are allowed to carry light arms, it is very 


limited. Sources point out that they possess 200 pistolL and 100 rifles. It b said that this 
this b no match for die 450 Israeli settlers, should a dash occur between the two. But in 


additoonto the arsenal of weapons, they have , the sett&rs are guarded by 1200 Israeli sol¬ 
diers. Whilst the Hebron agreement handed over 80 percent of the city to the Palestinian 
fictional Authority. 20 percent remain in Israeli holds. The West Bank Preventative 
Security Chief CoL, Jibril Al Rajoub, who moved his headquarters, angered the Israeli 
government when he told a crowd of3000 people Iasi Saturday that the settlers have no 
place in Hebron and are “a stone on our chest.” 


What’s next for Netanyahu in West Bank? 


By Barton Geilman 

LA Timer- Washington Post 
News Service 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 

Some time after 2 am last Wednesday. 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat pulled 
out a box of Cuban Monte Crisio cigars. 
He presented it with a flourish to Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
then passed it around a room foil of 
exhausted but happy negotiators. 

The two leaders had just finished seal¬ 
ing their deal to pull Israel's army out or 
most of Hebron and rural parts of the 
West Bank. Shielded still behind closed 
doors as reporters waited outside. Netan¬ 
yahu posed for photographs with each 
member of foe Palestinian delegation 
from chief negotiator Saeb Erekat to 
A ratal's bodyguards. 

There seemed to be nothing in Netan¬ 
yahu’s career to account for any part of 
that scene—for the waiy good fellowship 
with the PLO chiefs, and especially for a 
territorial accord that guaranteed some 
form of partition in foe West Bank. 

What made it happen and what it 
means for the difficult negotiations to 
come are questions under continuing 
scrutiny here. It-seems clear already, 
from Netanyahu's own testimony and 
that of close aides, that he did not change 
his bedrock belief in Israel's sovereignty 
over ail of foe West Bank. Less dear is 
which of foe many pressures—domestic 
and foreign—pushed him to bend, and 
how much Netanyahu has really con¬ 
ceded in his own mind. 

Thursday evening in the parliament's 
cabinet room, his face thick with pan¬ 
cake makeup, Netanyahu drummed his 
fingers awaiting.a live television feed. It 


was his first attempt to explain 
foe new accord to his electorate, 
and he used it to deny that he or 
his Liku<f party had undergone 
a fundamental change of heart 

‘There is no different 
Likud.” he said "There is a dif¬ 
ferent reality which was forced 
upon us. ... Leadership always 
—always—is foe meeting 
ground between vision and real¬ 
ity, between ideology and 
practicality.” 

Netanyahu’s closest aides, in 
interviews, have had a tendency 
toward the literal, when asked 
about foe reality their boss ran 
into. Cabinet secretary Dani 
Naveh, for instance, said it was 
no more and no (ess than the 
existence of legal obligations 
undertaken by the previous 
Labor Party government and 
known collectively as the Oslo 
accords. 

“The fact font there are inter¬ 
national agreements signed by 
foe Israeli government and rati¬ 
fied by foe Knesset (parliament) is some¬ 
thing no Israeli * government could 
ignore." Naveh said. "You cannot do it. 
This js not something sovereign coun- 
trits do.'or democratircountries do." 

But, .Netanyahu often argued that trea¬ 
ties do «K Wad one side alone. Hundreds 
of time* since 1993, when Israel and the 
PLO reached' mutual recognition and 
started down foe-road toward ne go tiated 
Palestinian self-rale. Netanyahu said Ara¬ 
fat had violated “virtually every clause" 
of foe agreements, and he strongly 
implied that Israel’s promises were null 
and void. 

Former science minister Benjamin 





Begin, who resigned the post because of 
the Hebron pullout, explicitly made that 
argument. And former prime minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, foe last Likud prime 
minister, scoffed at the 'very notion that 
there could be a binding international 
pact with "a terrorist gang" like Arafat's 
Palestine Uberarioft Organization. 

Netanyahu knewWly on that Israel’s 
public would not tolerate abandonment 
of foe Oslo accords. Three years of poll 
data showed that as many as 70 percent 
of Israelis, and never fewer than half, 
wanted to continue the Israeli-Palestinian 
talks in foe framework already agreed on. 

As a- candidate for prime minister last 


year, Netanyahu therefore trimmed hfe.v ; 
attacks. He promised oca to halt tbe talks, ^ y 
but rather to cut a better deal: Every tele- 
vision advertisement began and ended T \ 
with a logo in which a white dove flew - ^ . 
toward the viewer and.a swelling chorus ^ 
sang, "Netanyahu: Making a secure.”-.-', 
peace." 

Even so, in his first months in power, ■- 
Netanyahu and his inner rarcle debated' - :, 
which of the previous government’s ' 
promises had to be kept Done Gold, bis 
chief foreign policy adviserv fnaimm«edf.... . 
in an interview that the policy planning ^ 
group decided almost immediaiely foat-T-i 
there was no way to get out of foe agrees. ;'£ : 
ment to withdraw from four-fifths r ofVv^ 
Hebron. 

“We were looking at alternatives in-V^- 
(erms of compliance, and we felt we had 
to comply in Hebron and they had to 
comply in Jerusalem.” Gold said, refer-.;; 
ring to Israeli demands that Arafat close 
down his quasi-govemmentai offices 
there. "In our early discussions that was. 
the trade-off ” 

Palestinian officials, backed by Araeri-./J 
ran mediators, tell the story di f fe rently.; i/1 



AM—- : 






mcoiarois, leu the story differently.;^ 

They note that in foe first'three months 
of Netanyahu's rule, he not^ly refused^^J '5 
to meet with Arafat butxHtiered aiiah tor 
foe work or joint committees in 
day-to-day problems with prior agpeef^f' " 
ments are discussed and agendas set fore/i-t? 
future bargaining. ■ v” ■ 1 ' -'-v: 

“From foe middle of June totil 
tember, he was just playing games on thc '’” 
Palestinian track.” said one US offfcaat^ 

Tne Palestinians would say, ‘We’re”' 
being used for 3 photo opportunity/ He . 
basically just stonewalled on Hebron '' 
redeployment. If he had decided to do it, ,; 
he certainly wasn't Jetting foe Ptiteria-^ 
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Muhammad Asad’s ‘The Road to Mecca 


Great thinker paves the way 


.Jr... JSC Pal. **"• 

-7- iilfcr tjJ*** 
3,50 Rite 

‘ L ‘- He- J 5 *’ 10 *aise 

‘ 0 i"* 2 >‘ Pafcuia. 

7 V- 

•vr'rT^’^an 
^ «£:!*, res ; ,j../,J‘ S!r ty 5mes 

; Tv.- " ^ cily’s 

., •,. “ r - fa*. I;, i 

-. .X '- ' Tr - skI mite 


: ;;-- r -^mite 

-.- ^ . . „-*■ ‘Vsei.^ 

.. u ~ ■ •~’Nl eiR?* 

- .,. • “ -^SSiSBof 

• ...„. , * • a 

.' ~ ‘ ••'• -<••' iib 

• •*• - ■>• ':. c^|f 

■*' r ~ “ti 
.- -• s>r: »ii 


t.e5ar.on 

UN peace- 
eeping zene / 

\ ^ 

a!Ui!3 V- 

f - . 

y ••;"•' D'.r.ai 
■;*!, . ! 
s. , ■ . f, i 






■ •'•■ I 

’ i: ■■ ; 

'/& i 


Golan 

Heights 

?ori an 


MifeS i 


j.- ■'“ - <«-S - 

- - y ^ 

•’•••' •' T^4*r i wj 


t Ba 11 ^' 


■*■ * 
r Jf- 
• . v»s 

-. 


-r ^ 

.: " *7 * *Js 


-■W 1 - 

• -V 5 : 




• • v* ,< 
> ■ ’ _ . T" 

:i 

- j-'-- ■'_. ’ i"-‘ 


' ■-■ •’• .fj ■ y 

•? ” . . * 

^ -*.7 -s' ^ ^ j *3 

-1^.*' * 5J'- jJj 1 jt 

*Za. 

r . .is 

,*• ’= ' ,-/■ 

!■*:■* *.. ^ *" .. ? 

*s.* *?*<.:* 


'f ii Tf u. Road to Mecca $2SS». 

37S pages, hardcover. Dis- 
|' trumted exdusfvdy in North 
r'- America by Threshold 
Books. Published by Thresh¬ 
old Books 

r .. 

fr : ; A° eaawrpt from The Road to 
Mecca, By Mohammad Asad: „ 

v c' ONE DAY—it was in Scptem- 
l-'-„ bcr 1926—Elsa and 1 found 
jp ; ? : ourselves travelling in the Ber- 
subway. It was -an upper 

* ! fclass compartinenL My eye fell 
i -; ca suall y on a well-dressed man 
r - opposite me, apparently a well- 

to-do businessman, with a 
beautiful briefcase on his knees 
I , and a, laige diamond ring on his 
- hand. I thmigbt idly how well 
thejportly figure of this man fit- 
; ..^tefimo the picture of prosper¬ 
ity which one encountered eve¬ 
rywhere in Central Europe in 
r -r. -those days; a prosperity the 
more prominent as it has come 
after years of inflation, when 
-all economic life had been 
topsy-turvy and shabbiness of 
.appearance the rule. 

Mo® of the people were 
•;iv.now well dressed and well fed, 
i'y; and the man opposite me was 
(therefore no exception. But 
?>; >dien I locked at his face, I did 
“not seem to be looking at a 
; happy face. He appeared to be 
worried; and not merely wor¬ 
ried but acutely unhappy, with 
*.'! - eyes staring vacantly ahead and 
' "■ the cornens of his mouth drawn 
X in as if in pain—but not in bod¬ 
ily pain. Not wanting to be 
rude, I turned my eyes away 
and saw next to him a lady of 
. some elegance. She also had a 
• strangely unhappy expression 
on her face, as if contemplating 
or experiencing something that 
caused her pain; nevertheless, 
her mouth was Fixed in the stiff 
semblance of a smile which, 1 
was certain, must have been 
habitual. 

And then I began to look 
around at all the other faces in 
^dte compartment—faces 

belonging without exception to 
well-dressed, well-fed people: 
and in almost evety one of 
them 1 could discern an expres¬ 
sion of hidden suffering, so 
hidden that the owner of the 
face seemed to be quite una¬ 
ware of iL 

This was indeed strange. I 
had never before seen so many 
unhappy faces, around me;-or - 
was it perhaps that I had never 
before looked for what was 
now so loudly speaking in 
them? The impression was so 
strong that I mentioned it to 
Elsa; and she too began to look 
around her with the careful 
eyes of a painter accustomed-to 
study human features. Then 
„ . she,turned to me, astonished, 
arid said: “You are right They " 
all look as though they: were 

• ^.suffering torments of -hell. 1 
J*wonder, do they know them¬ 
selves what is going on in 

: them?" 

[ knew that they did not— 
for otherwise they could not go 
on wasting their lives as they 
did, without any faith in bind¬ 
ing truths, without any goal 
beyond the desire to raise their 
own “standard of living,” with¬ 
out any hopes other than hav- 


ing more material amenities, 
more gadgets, and perhaps 
more power... 

When we returned home. I 
happened ro glance at my desk 
on which lay open a copy of 
the Koran I had been reading 
earlier. Mechanically, I picked 
^"Ihe book up to put it away, but 
just as I was about to close iu 
my eye fell on the open page 
before me, and I read: - -' 

Tou are obsessed by greed 
for more and more 

Until you go down to your 
graves. 

Nay. but you will come to 
know! 

Nay, but you will come to 
know! 

Nay. if you but knew it with 
the knowledge of certainty. 

You would indeed see the 
hell you are in. 

In time, indeed, you shall see 
it with the eye of certainty: 

And on that day you will be 
asked what you have done with 
the boon of life. 

For a moment T wasjspeech- 
less. I think the book shook in 
my hands. 

Then [ handed it to Elsa. 
“Read this. Is it not an answer 
to what wc say in the subway?" 

It was an answer an answer 
so decisive that all doubt was 
suddenly at an end. 1 knew 
now, beyond any doubt, that it 
was a God-inspired book I was 
holding in my hand: for 
although it had been placed 
before man over thirteen centu¬ 
ries ago. it clearly anticipated 
something that could have 
become true only in this com¬ 
plicated. mechanized, phantom- 
ridden age of ours. 

At all times people had 
known greed: but at no time 
before this had greed outgrown 
a mere eagerness to acquire 
things and become an obses¬ 
sion that blurred the sight of 
everything else: an irresistible 
craving to get, to do. to con¬ 
trive more and more—more 
today than yesterday, and more 
tomorrow than today: a demon 
riding on the necks of men and 
whipping their hearts forward 
toward goals that tauntingly 
glitter in the distance but dis¬ 
solve into contemptible noth¬ 
ingness as soon as they are 
reached, always holding out the 
promise of new goals ahead— 
goals still more brilliant, more 
tempting as long as they lie on - 
the horizon, and hound to 
■ .wither into further nothingness 
as soon as they come within 
grasp: and that hunger, that 
insatiable hunger for ever new 
goals gnawing at man’s soul: 
Nay, if yon bur knew it you 
would see the hell you are in... 

This, I saw. was not the mere 
human wisdom of a man of a 
. distant past in distant Arabia. '. 
■However wise he may have. 

; been, such n man could not by 
tumseif have foreseen die tor- 
. rncHt so. peculiar to this twenti¬ 
eth century. Out of the Koran 
spoke a voice greater than the 
voice of Muhammad... 

About Mohammad Asad 

Buried in the small Muslim 
cemetery in Grenada in Spain 
is Muhammad Asad, one of the 
most prominent Muslim think- 




Kidg Ibn Sand, a friend of the writer 


ers of the twentieth century. He 
was bom in Leopold Weiss in 
Lwow, Galicia now in Poland 
the sew of a Jewish barrister 
and grandson of an orthodox 
rabbi. He studied history of an 
and philosophy at Vienna Uni¬ 
versity then went to Prague and 
later Berlin. Invited to Jerusa¬ 
lem by his uncle, Dorian 
Weiss, a prominent psychiatrist 
and early pupil of FreucL.. he 
encountered the Zionist Com¬ 
mittee of Action but from the 
outset conceived a strong 
objection to Zionism, an objec¬ 
tion which he personally con¬ 
veyed to Dr Chaim Weizman. 
the leader of the Zionist move¬ 
ment He became a correspon¬ 
dent for Die Frankfurter Zei- 


i tung. making a name 
for himself with dis¬ 
patches from Palestine. 

He traveled exten¬ 
sively in the Mashreq 
and Maghreb. The 
turning point came in 
1926 when he con¬ 
verted to Islam. Asad 
enjoyed a close friend¬ 
ship with King Ibn 
Saud. His love affair 
with Arabia was more 
intense than those of 
his European predeces¬ 
sors. After more travel¬ 
ling, Asad went lo Brit¬ 
ish India and 
befriended Muhammad 
IqbaJ, the spiritual 
father of the idea of a 
separate Pakistan, 
whom he admired 
greatly. Iqbal persuaded 
Asad to abandon plans to travel 
to eastern Turkestan, China and 
Indonesia and to help elucidate 
the intellectual premises of the 
future Islamic state. 

After an absence of 25 years 
from the WesL Asad came to 
Paris and then to New York in 
early 1952, serving as Paki¬ 
stan's Minister Plenipotentiary 
to the United Nations. His spiri¬ 
tual autobiography. The Road 
to Mecca M954). which the 
Times Literary Supplement 
called *’a narrative of great 
power and beauty," covered the 
first half of his life, including a 
journey in the summer of 1932 
into the Empty Quarter of the 
Arabian Desert, which con¬ 
firmed his conversion to his 


a name , new belief, and a conscious, 
with dis- wholehearted allegiance from 

Palestine. one cultural environment to 

d exten- another. 

Mashreq However. Asad's chief 

The ambition was to translate the 
came in Koran into English. First Swit¬ 
he con- zerland and then Morocco pro- 
im. Asad vided the setting for the prepar¬ 
se friend- ation of his magnum opus. The 

ling Ibn Message of the Qu'ran (1980). 

ve affair dedicated to "people who 

vas more think." In its intellectual 

those of engagement with the text and 

predeces- in the subtle and profound 

re travel- understanding of the pure clas- 

U to Brit- steal Arabic of the Koran. 

and Asad's interpretation is of a 

ihammad power and intelligence without 

spiritual rival in English, 

idea of a Asad was saddened by the 
Pakistan, - intellectual insularity of the 
admired . Muslim world, the intolerance 
sersuaded of the extremists, and was a 

; to travel powerful advocate of the rights 

^hina and of Muslim women, it was 

elucidate Asad's insistence that the con¬ 
ies of the stitution of Pakistan allow for 

the election of a woman leader 
25 years that opened the way for Bena- 

came to zir Bhutto. "The great mistake 

/ York in (of the fundamentalists).” he 

as Paki- once explained, "is that most of 

jotentiaiy these leaders start with the 

His spin- hudud, criminal punishment, 

'be Road This is the end result of the 

'hich the sharia (Islamic Law), not the 

pplement beginning. The beginning is 

of great the rights of the people. There 

ivercd the is no punishment in Islam 

eluding a which has no corresponding 

r of 1932 richu”* 

er of the 

ich con- Excerpted from The 

n to his Guardian 


The ‘great’ leader as a rouge writer: 


Sympathy for the despot 
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By Moamar QaddafL 

From “Run Away to HeU r \ a short 
story by Libyan President CoL Mum- 
mar Qaddafi in The Village, the City, 
the Suicide of the Astronaut, and Oth¬ 
er Stories, a collection of Qaddafi's 
writing published by the General 
Egyptian Book Organization in Cairo. 
The book is a bestseller in Egypt 
Translated from Arabic by Anton 
Shananas. 

HOW CRUEL Humans can be when 
they become a tyrannical mob, a tor¬ 
rent that has no mercy on those who 
stand in its way, that does not listen to 
cries for help. The tyranny of a single 
man is the most tolerable of tyrannies: 
after all, he is just one man and can be 
removed from power in a single blow. 
The tyranny of the mob is far worse, 
for who can stand in the face of the tor¬ 
rent’s overwhelming power? 

I love the freedom of masses: 1 
adore those who have smashed their 
shackles after years of suffering. But I 
also feel apprehensive about them. 
When happy and content, the masses 
are full of compassion, and they pul 
their chosen one on a pedestal: Hanni¬ 
bal. Pericles. Savonarola. Damon. Ro¬ 
bespierre. Musolini, Nixon. But how 
cniel the masses become when they are 
enraged: they hemlocked Hannibal, 
burned Savanarola at the stake, guillo¬ 
tined Danton. broke Robespierre's jaw. 
dragged Mussolini's corpse through 
the streets, and spat in Nixon’s face 
when he left the While House. 

This is the flame that scorches my 
back. I stand before a loving yet ruth¬ 
less society, before people who know 
all too well what they want from the 
individual but don't care what the indi¬ 
vidual wants from them, before the 
masses that love without even showing 
that love by, say, offering a scat in the 


movie theater or a table in a cafe. 

What can 1 do in an insane, modem 
city whose inhabitants gnaw at me 
when they see me: "Build a new house 
for us. pave a path to the sea. plant a 
garden, catch a whale, unite us in wed¬ 
lock. kill a dog for us. buy us a cat!" 

I'm a poor, wandering Bedouin who 
doesn't even have a birth certificate. I ‘ 
cat without washing my hands and 
kick whatever happens to be in my 
way. even if it might smash the win¬ 
dow of a store or hit an old woman. 
I've never tasted alcohol, soda water, 
or Pepsi. I drink rainwater from my 
cupped hands, and use Lhc hem of my 
cloak to screen the tadpoles from the 
well water I don't know what money 
looks like, yet those who bump into me 
always ask me for something or other. 

I have nothing to give. All I have was 
stolen from the hands of thieves, the 
mouths of mice, the fangs of dogs, and 
I bestowed it upon the city dwellers. 

But the people are impatient and in¬ 
sist that they get it all instantly. Mine 
is a unique case. I'm the only one who 
has nothing, yet I’m harassed and 
bugged almost on an hourly basis. 

That’s why I ran away to the desert, 
alone, ran away from you and your 
breathing down my neck—to save 
yourselves. Your breaths annoyed me. 
invaded my privacy, violated my be¬ 
ing. Your breaths followed me like 
rabid dogs, salivating along your mod¬ 
em, mad city streets 

So leave me to my worries. Stop 
chasing me. Stop pointing me out to 
your children so they can run after me 
and taunt me wherever 1 go. Why do 
you take away my peace of mind? 
Why do you deny me the freedom to 
roam your streets ?-1 am as iwaaa *asi ■ 


Harper's magazine 
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A factual handbook 

Jordan for the enlightened 


AMMAN (Star)—Seldom do 
we get books on Jordan in Eng¬ 
lish. especially from budding 
young authors. Getting away 
from the academic, what we 
have mostly are books or travel 
guides written by western 
writers. 

Hassan Al Ayed's book 
titled simply This is Jordan is a 
brave attempt to give a compre¬ 
hensive and geniune picture of 
Jordan from its establishment 
till its present day. 

For a tightly compact book, 
it has a lot of information about 
different aspects of Jordan. In 
fact people would be hard 
pressed to catogarize the book. 
The author body denies that it 
is a travel guide, and he would 
be right. The book has a bit of 
everything, a concoction one 
might say. though this would 
be too harsh. 

The author divides This is 
Jordan into five sections. The 
first is a political analysis from 
the great Arab Revolt of 1916 
up to the last Arab-African Par¬ 
liamentary Conference that was ' 
held in Parliament last year. 
Like all other parts, this section 
is no more than a page- 
thumbing excerise in politicaf 
history. It -seeks to regugitate 
the memory of those who are 
interested in the political his- 
' tory of Jordan. The author takes 
us through the 

independence of 
Jordan, the 1948 
War, the Jericho 
conference. the 
1967 War, Camp 
David, the Eco¬ 
nomic Crisis of 
1989. the 1989 
Elections, the 
■ National Charter, 
democracy and the 
peace process. 

The aim here is 
quite simply to 
point to the differ¬ 
ent political devel¬ 
opments Jordan 
went through, 
both on the inter¬ 
nal and regional 
levels. 

Section two of 
the book is about 
the economy, but 
there is also sub¬ 
headlines on edu¬ 
cation. health, 
environment, 
social affairs, 
youth, women and 
labor unions. But 
that’s not all. the 
book is a sort of a 
fact-finding tour 




HM King Hussein with the author 


that is pact with statistics about 
such issues as the size of the 
population in Jordan, labor 
force and the social affairs 
budget. 

1 suppose the final three sec¬ 
tions of the book could be 
termed in terms of a travelogue. 
On the contrary, for the inquisi¬ 
tive and the enlightened tours- 
isLs. those sections ere of major 
interests since they provide a 
gold mine on Jordan’s histori¬ 
cal sites. It talks just about 
even* citv in Jordan that has a 



historical value. You would 
expect the author to ta!k about. 
Amman. J crash. Petra and 
Madaba. Bui there are other 
interesting towns, villages and 
cities which other travel guides 
frequently leave out. 

For instance, we are intro¬ 
duced to Umm Jimai. Qasr EI- 
Hailabai. Dhiban. and Mukawir 
and Hasbban. 

There is also a complete sub¬ 
section on museums in Jordan 
and the different handicrafts 
and folklore in the country. We 
have to say that these sections 
arc very nuch 
designed with the 
tourist in mind since 
there is such sub¬ 
headings as food 
and drink, restau¬ 
rants. financial ser¬ 
vices. communica¬ 
tions and weights 
and measures. 

This is a good 
bargain, one may 
argue. The reader of 
this book would get 
everything under 
one package, in 
short a good holiday 
with all the trap¬ 
pings to go with it 
so to speak. 

Hassan Al Ayed 
is an enterprising 
writer, who wants to 
write in English. A 
political researcher 
in the Lower House 
of Parliament. His 
first book was writ¬ 
ten in Arabic about 
Jordan and the Gulf 
Crisis. This present 
book is published 
by the Ministry of 
Culture. D 


Eisenhower 
regretted he pushed 
for Sinai withdrawal 


By Joseph Lerner 


WHEN PRESIDENT Bill 
Clinton won his second 
term. Rowland Evans and 
Robert Novak joined 
forces to put out a column 
urging him to follow the 
example of President 
Dwight Eisenhower to 
“stand up to Bibi 
Netanyahu." 

“Remember what Eisen¬ 
hower did to Israel in 
Sinai!” is embedded in 
American middle east pol¬ 
icy. For Zionists it is a 
reminder of the US at its 
roughest. For Israel’s 
opponents, it is the optimal 
standard. 

In Israel’s 1956 joint 
military undertaking with 
Britain and France. Eisen¬ 
hower warned Israel of 
severe consequences were 
she not to withdraw from 
the Gaza Strip and Sinai. 

All US assistance would 
end and financial contribu¬ 
tions to Israeli institutions 
would lose their tax 
exempt status. There 
would be serious UN declarations and the 
USSR might intervene. After only two days 
of these warnings Israel complied. 

Peter Golden in his “authorized biogra¬ 
phy" of Max M. Fisher “Quiet 

Diplomat" (1992) relates that in October 
1965 Fisher met with President Eisenhower 
in Gettysburg to get agreement to accept the 
UJA medal for his role in the liberation of 
the Nazi concentration camps twenty years 
earlier. French General Piene Keonig leader 
of the French Resistance and British Field 
Marshall Alexander were also to be honored. 

Golden reports that toward the end of the 
visit Eisenhower “wistfully commented 'You 
know. Max. looking back at Suez. 1 regret 
what 1 did. I never should have pressured 
Israel to evacuate rhe Sinai'” (all references 
are to pages xvii and xvix). Eisenhower's 
remark astonished Fisher. 

Fisher was not the only one who was told 
of Eisenhower's change of mind. Nixon told 
Golden: “Eisenhower...in the 1960s told 
me—and I am sure he told others—that he 
thought the action that was taken (at Suez) 
was one he regretted. He thought it was a 
mistake” 

v AfchoBi&Fafcsr knew this for. 27 yeas 
before poWicatibn of his “aodKmzed.biogra- 
phy” he evidently never sought to give it 




publicity beyond the biography. It is slill 
essentially unknown. 

Had Eisenhower’s rethought position been 
known in 1965, it might well have been help¬ 
ful to Israel. 

After reading the biography. I wrote 
Fisher asking why he hadn't publicized this 
change in Eisenhower's thinking. Unfortu¬ 
nately. he canceled our scheduled'meeting in 
Jerusalem. 

The Gettysbui£ visit brought a change in 
Fisher's life aspirations. Golden relates that 
Eisenhower “almost as an afterthought” as 
they started to depart said: “Max, if 1 had a 
Jewish advisor working for me, I doubt I 
would have handled the situation the same 
way. I would not have forced the Israelis 
back.” Fisher was “struck,..with the impact 
of epiphany. If Fisher had been unsure of the 
extent of power an unofficial advisor could 
wield with a president, he now had his 
answer, and from an unimpeachable source 1 
the influence exerted could be decisive It 
was exactly the role Fisher hoped to play.” 

Author Peter Golden regarded Fisher's 
1965 Gettysburg visit with'Eisenhower so 
crucial that he related it in biography’s intro- 
and the Re vela- 
■ 6 on of Sinai.” Yet somehow that revelation 

escaped the attention of historians. ■ 
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Giusiano to perform pieces 
by Chopin 


■ for i real treat as the National Music 
• Piano i0VCf * ^‘"/n * r ^i Hussein Foundation presents 
Conservatory c.NMC) o Noor a ^ in a Chopin piano 
renowned French W Wj ralio „ with the French 
recital. The evenI ” of the French Ambassador Mr 

MainTheatreof the 

1 C « at ConseX^a. Regi™ * 

Marseilles then at t0 1993 in amateur performances 

Paris. He Pupated from 1989 t ^ ^ ^ chancc !o present 
al the “Holland Music Sosiom- H then execute 

himself at the famous concert^ he w na med 

UiurcaK of‘the 22nd Frederick ^^y^nT^he prSertSd 

& won second Grand prix 

(First ever appointed). 



By Manal Omar 

New Ramadan experience 


EACH YEAR 

ipation of Ramadan. *<*«!? specmf 


■t 


Munir Bashir • 

Improvising new dimensions ot music 

rhfir hv this ioumey one is -mother's womb. He was 7 - 


By Zema Sbabzada 

Special to The Star 


S eldom do we find an Arab musician like 
the Iraqi oud player Munir Bashir who. 
with his inimitable musical talenL could 
add a new and revolutionary dimension to 
Arabic music. Bashir’s record of outstanding 
musical recitals brought him to the forefront. 

Under the patronage of Her Measly 0“**“ 
Noor. the National Music Conservatory (NMC). 
last week, presented an oud recital byBashir at 
the Royal Cultural Center fRCC). The event 
comes as part of four musical performances 
organized by the NMC in celebration of the holy 

month of Ramadan. , n ... 

In an “Evening of Meditauon on the Oud . 
Bashir gave an exhilarating performance featur¬ 
ing several compositions and improvisations on 
various Arab maqams. He excelled in moving 
the audience to experience a world of imagina¬ 
tion beyond tangible reality. It was without any 
doubt a journey of self-revelation into the 

511 A* percussion graduate of the NMC Muban*- 
mad Ulayyan accompanied the great musician 
with his tambourine twice during the show, roe 
audience enjoyed a hannoay between the two 

musical instruments. .. ... . 

Bashir began his performance with A jour¬ 
ney With the Oud." Such a journey was able to 
carry the audience into a higher state of being 


Bashir explained that by this journey one is 
able to go ihrough different parts of the human 
emotions realized after a tree moment of 
meditation. 

The recital also included a number of maqams 
which originally go back to the Abassid Age. 
With music, the audience gradually transcended 
into a spiritual world of authentic tradition. 

At the backstage, and as Bashir was playing 
his music, another artist was painting a picture. 
To prove that music and an are inter-related, 
Asem Abdul-Sattar. an Iraqi painter, managed 
to draw Bashir s music into a concrete painting. 
Contrary to the fact that Bashir’s 
at limes, sad. the resulting painting ot Abdul bat- 
tar was colourful. In other words. Abdu Sattar 
moved on canvass his personal absorption of 
music which might vary according to the 

^ashiMnsisted that no specific color could 
unify all his compositions. “Improvisation, he 
said “is connected to the heart and soul. It. can 
never be repeated.” He explained that music is 
part of the human experience and that each indi¬ 
vidual receives it differently. This means that 
Bashir was seeking all through his musical life 
to create a distinct style. It seems that improvisa¬ 
tion is an advanced stage in music that nobody 
can master unless he absorbs everything related 
to the world of music. 

Bashir comes from a family of musicians. He 
started learning music while sull in his 


-mother's womb.” He was 
influenced most by his father 
who made him his First oud 
when he was five years old. 
He spent six years as a pupil 
of Sharif Muhyiddin Haydar 
at the Institute of Arab Music 
in Baghdad, learning the Oud 
and Cello. Eventually, he 
received his Ph.D in music 
from the Franz Liszt Academy 
in Budapest. Hungary. 

Among Bashir's many great 
achievements to the world of 
music is the sixth string. The 
oud traditionally has Five 
strings. Bashir thought that by 
adding a sixth string the oud 
would assume different musi¬ 
cal dimensions. It would gain 
“extraordinary power." 

At the end of the brilliant 
recital, Bashir received a 
deserving standing ovation. He 
left the stage with his oud. his 
“soul-mate", which represents 
his "whole life." Indeed. 
Bashir's extraordinary perfor¬ 
mance was one of the high¬ 
lights of the musical events in 
Jordan this year. ■ 



In commemoration of a 


By Fathieh Saudi 

Special to The Star 


great cameraman 

_- - -- "H £..11.. ..mH,n Knntrc" < 


I t is a tragedy that the high-jacking of 
the recent Ethiopian aircraft and then 
its crash claimed the life of Moham¬ 
mad Amin, the Kenyan photographer 
and author of the wonderful book Journey- 
Through Jordan . 

I had the chance recently to talk to a 
friend in Paris about the book. I 
explained to her how Amin’s book is the 
First of its kind because it has marvelous 
photos and text which highlight the differ¬ 
ent cultural, and historical aspects of 

Jordan. „ „ , 

It occurred to me afterwards that it 
would be a great idea to introduce the 
book to the French public. The photos 
and words of Amin cast magic on the 
places photographed. They best represent 
the beauty of the setting and reveal the 
author's love for the people and the 
places. 

After all that I told my friend about the 
book she said “but this photographer (tied 
yesterday.” “impossible," 1 replied. “I just 
talked to him on the telephone few days 
ago." Yet, my friend was affirmative say¬ 
ing that the French Le Monde newspaper 
announced that he was among the victims 
of the crashed plane. 

The Le Monde , which described Amin 
as the Great Cameraman quoted him as 



fully written books' abourthe countries he 
visited and photographed its places. He 
had several books about Africa. Such fea¬ 
tures as courage, modesty, and kindness 
endeared him to his peers and mates. 

Amin was bom in Nairobi and started 
his work at the age of 13 covering the 
Safari Rally in Africa. He worked wth 
Visnews where he became a photographer 
operating in the middle of conflicts in 
Africa and in countries such as Lebanon, 
Yemen and Afghanistan. He is remem¬ 
bered for those photos about the famine in 
Ethiopia. It is by these photos that Bob 
Geldof was inspired to give a live aid con¬ 
cert to help the victims in that country. 

Amin lost his arm by a rocket that hit 
Adis Ababa, yet this accident didn t 
dampen his hopes and he continued his 
work with a special camera that was 
adapted especially for him. Queen Hiza- 
beth of Britain named him as member ot 
the British empire. 

Unfortunately, Amin died before I could 
meet with him. I just get to know him two 
weeks ago, through several phone calls, we 
became like friends, and we have ideas and 
projects to develop together. I feel today 
Ihe necessity to continue this ambitious 
project and translate his book into French. 
But very sadly this edition will be titled/« 
Commemoration of Mohammad Amin. 


Orbit gears up for 
second Festival of 
Arabic Song 



Raghda 


Al Hinnawi 



AMMAN (Star)—Since 1993, the International Committee of ** *** 
CrossOCRQ taaaSSntati itodC toisstting aspecialcalendar at theory 

the present and 

rajjBjHred by the notion 

^XsfrjBlc heritage. . •• 
jft Wig hH g frts tcaffitibnal esaaaple&that 
go in line With the rides •' 

modem International bamaidtarian I*w 
that, are crystallized in the fonr. Geneva 
c on v e ntio ns signed in - 1919 atti-lhHf .com* 
pleroentary protocols passed in 1977. 

Seeking to r»nr about traditional stories as the focus for 
the 1997 calendar, and coupled with Illustrative pic-, 
tnres. Is a genuine attempt to loot fix. fee-basic 
principles for today*s lurtiwiiltiiritn ti to, ^' 

' -Before-deciding to catty oat sneh-a project,. 
the ICRC ashed itself 

humanitarians law are ttoq^rootetf topwo- - 
tradition? / * -.' a r ‘ 

In this respect, this year's cfcfentach fen of 
Ugostratians and welUfcnown Arahmythkristo- 
rfesiike Al Zeer Salem, Autara Wa Abla, 

Afi M Zalbaq, Saif Bin TM Yazad, Hw- 
jpi Wa NaeJmah. Ai Thaher Beibars, 

Sira t Ban* H3al* etc.' • 

. - The traditional stories portray=thrir ' 
heroes as honorable and pious. On ** 
other hand, such stories ak». Include 
touch about inhumane practices; the r&. 
sponsfbQity of which te born tonally by 
characters who arc arftwlrsMjtiri tti* - 
eonsty portrayed by IJr WHtecs'and MB' .- 
-jera. of these stories. ■. 

sought tivptiaj«l|heh^>ant.,, 
tswrian aspects of rules and Jwwas -iwwnlii' 

; tofeebrutal and iwhronane ones. - 
jtni hence, ihe storteare«pres^ms.bf 
^rfhe practicsd need that-forced BtoiU^o 
yjlfo ni .toman jirliid^*itfritd : kiwp ; )^ 
oridrsed hy fee mteynatiMfll tams®8& 
vjgnd'fo put them in the^framework tthwbich 
■ Vj^partics most commit t hemsel v e s. I- - 
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agenda 


Exhibitions 

Contemporary 
Arab Artists Exhibi¬ 
tion, The New Collec¬ 
tion at the Da rat Al 
Funun, continues till 
27 February. 

■ Works by Muham¬ 
mad Ali Shaker at 
The Orient House. 
Shmeisani. continues 
till 30 January. 

■ LTnstinue du 
Monde Arabe at The 
French Cultural 

Center, runs from 20 
January till 6 
February. 

■ Mini Bazaar and 
open house at Um El Kun- 
dum. Lithographs, old post¬ 
cards and photographs on 
Jerusalem, Chinese paint¬ 
ings. arts and crafts, fresh 
farm produce, off the Airport 
highway on the way to the 
Arabian Horse Club, first left 
at the top of the hill. Friday 
31 January from 11:00 am 
till 5:00 pm. Tel: 664805. 



Filins 

■ Cinema Parodist) at the 
French Cultural Center, 
27 January, at 8:30 pm. 


Concert 

■ Piano reciatal by Phillipe 
Giusiano at The Royal 
Cultural Center, 25 Janu¬ 
ary at 8:00 pm. . 


ipatioa of Ramadan. Ran ^ o r r '^bls}*arthe special 
dal guest ^ 

guest was anticipated with OP 6 ®®”? 35 ■ • • 

experience promised towrenty-bo^T^.' 

could not answer tfaejiestioa Ramadan , n a 

of ray nrind. Since this- wouM be ^^^fwoweeks 

■mSu country,^ ^TlSbeyoiK 1 com- 

irito Raraadra and the experience has oeen j. . .. . 

■partton.'- ■■ n f Ramadan in Jordan 

The very .spiritual € ^^wdl-knowo 

alone provides a new ^ e& ^ 5 “i^ ears ' work while ;. 

struggle qE fasting durmg coilege y leisure has.: . 

s? ^SSSS^^' 

past two weeks of Ramadan have LrRahiadah be- ■ 

Sf ^comradeship neyo- expeneaced during Ka®aa®i 

fo M^d-m-.»j;i V- ' 

SSqi* pn.v« tt. t* nri the. 

sa — 

S^SteTn* otti* *o^l nxpener^of.R™^ 

I have witnessed during the past tore wee» _■ 

The ihirtv days of Ramadan are fillea wim 
isTchance to become 

as we sympathize wilh those who are less fortunatelti s 
fSTS* closet to onr Oeattnv ^ 

Him for the many blessings- Ramadan m te Arabvmld 
provides a spedal flavor, as you ne,ten^W of 
Identitv and the roots of your existence, n is w«n_agre« 
SSrte I look forward to. the 
Ramadan, and the promise of a new experience &n 

whispers in my ear. ■ 
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THE ORBIT Satellite Television and Radio Nework confiy^jJ 
the dates for the Orbit Second Festival ot Arabic Song, will 
be held between 8-11 February at the Forum in Beirot The four- 
night festival, which coincides with Eid Al Fitr. features some 
the top performers from the Arab world. ^ fh ; s 

The Orbit Second Festival of Arabic Song 'y , J‘^ pr ^fJ lula 
year by a number of top stare. mcluding L^anese acness Ruto 
BUunadi, star of the famous Arabic senes Al Assifa Tahubbu Mar 
S^fcamrad on Al Tbania. Ratnming to dns>.car s tguon o f 
die festival will be Kuwaiti actor Moh^ed ^ManMur, 
whose presence received a thunderous ovation a tlastyears testiv 
as P ^fl as Egyptian star Farouk AJ FMOto tops^s 
ISSng the event will be Lum Lawand. Raghda. Liliane 
Na’aseh. AJeeco Da’ond and Saud Al Dosary. , 

Each night of the Gala will feature four differeni singers, bring¬ 
ing toe “four nights of a 

Among this year’s performers are Warda, Nawal Al Zcjg™, 
ffiSi Abbas. George Waswuf Mayada. iU 
Ragheb AJameh. Hani Shaker, Salah AJ Lami, Abdel M^i 
AMtolah. Diana Haddad. Mohammad Al Bloushi, H«- 
lanl, Najwa Karam and Midhat Saleh. Tbe . f “ u ^!!‘ 1 ^chaifa 
mrp indav’s nromising new stars, including Egypt s 
SSaiTubanoTJ (top AJ Rasy, Abdo Shareef of Morocco 

and Rashed Al Farsi of Saudi Arabia hnh.u^ 

The Orbit Second Festival of Arabic Song is an exclusive dibuto 
by the Orbit Network to the world of Arabic music. The e '^ t 
S tefdTthe recently constructed Forom of Bemit. one of the tam¬ 
est venues in the Middle East, with a seating capacity of 5 , 000 . ■ 
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Programs on JTV 
from 25-31 January 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): 

SgL Bilko 

Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): 
Daylight 

Plaza (Tel: 699238): 

The Gentleman (Arabic) 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): 

Eraser 

Concord II (Tel: 677420): 

Custom Made Citizen(Play) 


Highlight of the week at 
the Pleasure Dome 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 

1:05—Min Alhadi A1 Moham- 

1:35—Cartoon 
2:30—Chris Cross 
3:00—Feature Ffim: Past the 
Bleachers, Richard Anderson 
and Bernard Hughes 
4:50— link with C hannel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5 JO—The Moppet Show 
6:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Hea dlin es 
7J5 — Hanging with Mr 
Cooper (Comedy) 

8:00—Oriental Rags (Doc) 

8 JO—Prism 

9:10—Documentary 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Lois & Clark Super¬ 
man 

11 .-00—Journey Across the 
Land oflslam 
1150—Magyver 
12:00—Feature Film: The 
Wild Rovers, Starring: William 
Holden and Ryan O’neaJ 
01.*05—Ramadan Talks 

SUNDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
IKK—Min Alhadi Al Moham¬ 
mad! 

1J0—Cartoon 

1*00—French Programs 

2 JO—The Famous five 

3:00—Feature Film: The 

Young Adventurers, starring: 

Marc Manit and Mathieu Ker- 

moyan 

4:50— link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5 JO—You Bet Your life 
6:00—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 

7J5—Fresh Prince of Bel Air 
8:00—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 

8 JO-— Babylon 5 (Science Fic¬ 
tion) 

9:10—Tycoons (Doc) 

10:00—News at Tiai 


10:25—Islam in a 
Changing World 
11:00—Hot Shots 
11:50—False Arrest 
(Mini Series) 

01:05— Ramadan Talks 

MONDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al 
Mohammadi 
1 JO—Cartoon 
2:30—Dalton 
3:00—Feature Film: 

Big Ideas, starring: Har¬ 
old Hopkins and Adam 
Lloyd 

4 JO— link with Chan¬ 
nel 1 for sunset prayer 
and Iftar 

5 JO—I love Lucy 
6:00—French Pro¬ 
grams 

7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Rosanne 
8:00—Documentary 
8 JO—Babylon 5 (Science Fic¬ 
tion) 

9:10—Extreme Pilot (Adven¬ 
ture Drama) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Journey Across the 
Land of Islam 
11:00—Under Suspicion 
11:50—false Arrest (Mini Se¬ 
ries) 

01:15—Ramadan Talks 

TUESDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al Moham¬ 
madi 

1 JO—Captain Planet 
2d)0—French Programs 
2J0—Dog House 
3:00—Feature Film: Some¬ 
thing for Joey, starring: Gerla- 
dine Page and Jeff Lynas 
4J0—link with Channel 1 for 
sunset prayer and Iftar 
5 JO—You Bet Your Life 
6:00—French Programs 
7JO—News Headlines 
7 J5—Murphy Brown 





Under Suspicion, Monday at 11:00pm. 


8:00—Oriental Rugs (Doc) 

8 JO—Encounter 

9:10—The Lost Civilizations 

(Doc) 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Islam in a Changing 
World 

11:00—Snowy River 
11 JO—Memories of Mid¬ 
night (Mini Series) 

01:05—Ramadan Talks 

WEDNESDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al Moham¬ 
madi 

1:30—Cartoon 

2J0—Escape from Jopiter 

(Science Fiction) 

3:00—Feature Film ‘Sweet 
War, starring: Gerard Thomasin 
and Marcel Leboeuf 
4:50— link with Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 
5 JO—The Moppet Show 
6:00—French Programs 
7 JO—News Hea dlin es 
7J5—Baker'sfiek) PJ) (Com¬ 
edy) 


8:00—Oriental Rugs 

(Doc) 

8 JO—Challenges 
9:00—NBA: Basketball 
Games 

10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Journey Across 
the Land of Islam 
11:00—Cobra 
11:50—memories of 
Midnight (Mini Series) 
01:05—Ramadan 
Talks 

THURSDAY 

1:00—Hedy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al 
Mo hamma di 

1 JO—Cartoon (Iris & 
Ovide & the Gang) 

2:00—Moomin 

2 JO—They Came 
from Outer Space 
3:00— Feature Film: A 
Stranger in Time, star¬ 
ring: Heather Kottek and 

Amy Seely 

4 JO— link with Channel 1 for 
sunset prayer and Iftar 
5:30—French Programs 
7 JO—News Headfines 
8:00—Documentary 
8:30—Babylon 5 (Science Fic¬ 
tion) 

9:10—Kung Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Documentary 
11:00—Feature FQm: Angel 
Filght Down, starring: Patricia 
Kalember and David Charetl 
121:00—Mini Series 
01:05—Ramadan Talks 

FRIDAY 

1:00—Holy Koran 
1:05—Min Alhadi Al Moham¬ 
madi 

1 JO—FHntstones 

2:00—Playabout & See How 

They grow 

2JO—Crystal Maze 

3:00—Feature Film: Memphis 

Betty, staningiMathew Modine 

and Erec Stoltz 


4 JO— link With Channel 1 
for sunset prayer and Iftar 

5 JO—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7J5—Down to Earth 
8:00—Oriental Rags (Doc) 

8 JO— Babylon 5 (Science Fic¬ 
tion) 

9:10—Hunter 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Journey Across the 
T-and oflslam 
11:00—Feature Film: the 
Rose and the Jackal, starring: 
Christopher Reeve and Mado- 
lyn Smith Osborne 
11:50—Blue Grass 
(Mini Series) 

01:05—Ramadan Talks 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 
SAM EDI 

1 JO—Dessins animus 
2:00—Emisrion jeunesse 
Fete des beb£s 
6:00—Serie polid&re 

Les junSs de I’ombre 
7:00—Le Journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Ziva 

D1MANCHE 

2:00—Doormen taire 

La France aux 1000 
villages 

6:00—Magazine 

Faui pas rSver 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

LUNDI 

1:30—Dessins aniroes 
2:00—Magazine 
Montagne 

Le printemps chronique 
de la foret des V'osger 
6:00—Documentaire 

Meleo: enlre satellite 
et gmnouille 
7:00—Le journal 


0 Diabolique: Nicole (Sharon 
Stone) and Mia (Isabelle Adjani) 
are two very different women, f but 
they have something in common — 
they are both sick of the domination 
of the man in their lives Guy Baron 
(Chazz Palminteri). Nicole is Guy’s 
mistress, caught between desire and 
frustration. Mia is Guy’s wife , a 
weak and timid former nun, who is 
nearly suicidal over Guy’s infedili- 
ties and his constant cruel humilia¬ 
tion of her. The women team up to 
end their problem by murdering 
Guy. When they discover that he 
might not be dead after all, they are 
drawn together even more as they 
discover truths about themselves 
and each other. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 
TeU 676558 - Fax: S538087 


7:15—Magazine 

Cinq sur cinq 

MARDI 

2:00—Jens 

Pyramide 
6:00—Serie 

La dame de Monsoreau 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 
Extra large 

MERCREDI 

1 JO—Dessins animes 
2:00—S£rie 

Les compagnons de 
raventure 
6:00—Magazine 
UshuaTa 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Magazine sud 

JEUDI 

5:30—Serie poh'ri&re 
Navaro 

7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

Atonies crochus 
Minuit—’Taratata 

VENDREDI 

5 JO—Magazine 

Envoy6 special 
7:00—Le journal 
7:30—Magazine 
Alio la tene 


| Programs are subject to change by JTV j 



ORIGINAL Video Releases 

■ Dunston Checks In: A 5-star hotel turns into a 
3-ring circus when an ape named Dunston 
checks in. Jason Alexander (Seinfield), Faye Du- 
n as way and Eric Lloyd star in this hilarious 
romp. 

■ IQ: AU the world knows about Einstein the sci¬ 
entific genius. But what about Einstein the 
match maker? I.Q puts this fanciful notion to 
the test and comes up with winning results in 
this fun, warm-hearted romantic comedy. Star¬ 
ring Meg Ryan, Time Robbins and Walter Mat¬ 
thau. 

■ Samson & Delilah: A remastered version of the 
Cecil B. Demiile masterpiece, depicting the super- 
powered Samson (Victor Mature) and the not so 
innocent Delilah (Hedi Lamar). A must watch for 
those who think BIG. 

■ Water World: Never mind the receding hair-line 
of Kevin Costner. This film is action packed 
and has tons of Props. (Literally). Although it 
cost more than any film ever made, and scored 
relatively low at the box office, it is still a good 
movie with lots of imagination. 

Also available: Michael Jackson (History), Black 
Adder series (Mr Bean), and the very, very, 
very moronic Beavis and Butthead. 

Courtesy: "The Pleasure Dome" 

Tel: 676556 - Fax: 5538067 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 




9 Money hole 

13 Aslan land 

14 AJfanca 
acronym 

15 Egypt#* 
cotton 

16 Gw*— 
'17''Centals 
IB Grearepan 
19 Mountain 

peek 



38 —uproar 
(tunutejous) 

39 

Hamm a reqol 

d 

40 Synthefc 
Bier 

41 Supplement 

42 Old spy gp- 

43 Urt»n 
behumotti 

45 Famiy 
merrier 

46 Stratagem 

47 Florida 
coBegetown 

53 Oflshoot 
56 Aircraft 


rising sun 
64 Banyan, ag. 

DOWN 

1 12 -poM type 

2 River into the 


3 CM- 
fashioned 


25 Ideology 

26 Smidgens 

27 ■OfThee—'■ 

28 Crete capital 

29 Peal 
X Basis or 

Wefc 

31 Cremona 


25 Dude 
30 Prohitf 

33 Beg* "re* 

34 Arena* 

36 ItovaLA 

36 -Coup a— 

37 Has a meal 


57 Sk y pad 

58 Togwier.lri 
music 

59 Clod 

60 Mi fodder 

61 Painfofoe 
neck 

62 Awfleofa 

Henry 

63 Toward tw 



32 Theyare off- 


21 Macabre 
23 Red Square 


37 

nocsomansn 

paxtifoHon 

38 Superstar 

40 French Wend 

41 "Baked In—* 

44 Baby hooter 

45 WaangbW 

47 Bonkers 

48 By and by 
48 Lay—tn 

fane 

50 Mtasor 

Rafcston 

51 Eyefeature 

52 Catalogue 

54 Stratagem 

55 Dole out 


© 1997. Ttthinc Media Sows 
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—THIS WEEK’S— 

HOROSCOPE 

By Linda Black 

Weekly Up: You’re either gain¬ 
ing experience or relying on experi¬ 
ence you've picked up along the 
way. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). 
Confide your dreams to a person 
who can help you achieve them. 
Take care — you know bow you get 
when you’re revved np. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You 
could get a good bargain if you know 
where to look. Ask a friend. 
Delegate some of the work to a far¬ 
away friend 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). There 
are a few tense moments, but you’ll 
make it through. You're smart and 
lucky. It’s lull speed ahead- 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You 
may find something you want for 
your home. Follow an older friend’s 
advice. You’ll have to think and act 
quickly to keep up. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Money's 
the issue. Don’t blow a bunch of it to 
impress your friends. You have 
amazing powers. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-SepL 22). If 
you’ve got a job. ask for a raise. 
You've undoubtedly earned iL If you 
don’t lave a job, go get one. 

Libra (Sept. 23-OcL 23). Although 
there’s lots to be done, you’re in a 
good mood. You're lucky, too. 
Watch out for direct confrontations. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21). Buy 
something nice you've been wanting 
for your home. Your workload's 
intense. You’re learning a great deal 
from this experience. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). 
Your friends come through for you. 
Let them know what you need. 
Romance sizzles. Don’t spend too 
much on iL 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Your 
intuition’s blocked by an air sign's 
incessant chatter. Be nice, but be 
carefuL 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feh. 18). You 
could spend more than usual on your 
date. You’ll make a fabulous impres¬ 
sion. Your mind’s like a steel trap. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’re 
strong. Don’t take any flak from a 
talkative friend. Shop the flea mar¬ 
kets you could get good stuff at fire- 
sale prices. 

If Yon’re Having a Birthday 
This Week: You’re: more verbally 
oriented than usual this year. Take on 
writing projects. 

C1997. TObm Media Services 


Bridge 

You Be the Judge 

By Omar Sharif and Tannah Hirsch 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
A J1075 
<9962 
OK73 
*K94 

WEST EAST 

A 92 *64 

UKQJ8 VA754 

O Q 10 84 0965 

*Q83 *10762 

SOUTH 
4 AEQ 83 
U 10 3 
0 AJ2 
+ AJ5 


The bidding: 
South West 
1* Pass 
4 a Pass 


North East 
24> Pass 
Pass Pass 


Opening lead: King V 
Fallow the. 


bidding and jjjay of this 


who 


Pal 

hand. Did anyone err? 
and how? 

The auction was textbook. North 
had a clear raise to two spades and 
that was not enough to get South 
interested in anything more than 
game, which was reached with the 
minimum fuss. 

The defense started with three 
rounds of hearts, declarer ruffing the 


third. Tramps were drawn in two 
rounds, ending in dummy. It all 
seems simple enough. Declarer 
needs one of the two minor-suit 
finesses to work and the contract is 
home. The king of diamonds was 
cashed, followed by a diamond to the 
jack. That lost and a diamond was 
returned. Declarer tried the club 
finesse next, but had no better luck 
Down one. 

It might seem like a perfectly nor¬ 
mal result, but declarer overlooked 
the power of the nine of clubs in 
dummy. No finesse need be taken 
after trumps are drawn, and declarer 
can develop two extra chances. 

First, the ace and king of diamonds 
should be cashed, in an attempt to 
drop the queen. Should that happen, 
you are playing for overaicks. when 
her maiesry fails to appear, simply 
exit with a diamond. As the cards lie. 
West has the queen and is endphyed. 

For the sake of argument, though, 
let’s suppose that It is East who wins 
the queen. East must return a club 
and declarer still has two finesses 
available, both in dubs. Declarer 
plays low from hand and, if the clubs 
are as in the diagram. West is forced 
to go up with the queen and that’s 
that Interchange queen and n»n . and 
West's ten will force the king. But 
declarer still has a straight finesses for 
the queen to land the contract 

O SJ7. Tribune Mcdii Services 


\TRUEl 


By Daryl Cagle 



"Honesty tests given to more than 3 million 
job applicants showed the “most honest” 
seeking jobs as busboys, dishwashers and 
waiters, the “least honest* were salesmen and 
engineers. 


C Bfn. Tdvw Media Services 


Jumble 


UacrvUt these four word*, i 

letter to square, to form 1 

ordtaary wants. 


Cm you Tin broke and V* 
betas? tho only pair I tool 


1 BATOB 



□X. 

ill 


OEPLE 





m-.h'm 


■Ml 

B1 



■iUllfa 


■ 

■ 


m 


YVHAT A CU5TDMS5 
CAN PO IN A 
SHOE RERUR SHOfi 


Now mage foe coded Ittten to farm 
tfae surprise ans w er , as w nggr a nel fay 
the above c a rtoo n. 


yiossm aWS“d0V4wiw*>«pB«ii WWQJWWjroe aanwy 

laanr aovAva sdors xoaav 

® 1W7. Tribune Media Services 



New pleasures being new 


Consider it a rale of life to 
forgive others much and 
yourself very little. 

• • • 

To learn to be patient is to 
team to be content. 

• m • 

Lasting power cannot be 
founded on injustice. 

• • * 

He who searches for praise 
will not find it 

• • « 

Those who do first and 
think afterward will learn to 
regret forever. 


To be forever indecisive is 
to live a miserable existence. 

O 1997, Tribune Media Service* 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


La Jordanie, Israel et VAutorite 
palestinienne jouent la carte du tourisme 

%Une campagne destines a stimuler le tourisms dans la region va dibuler aajourtThm dans les 
quotidians americains a /’initiative de la Jordanie, d’Israel et de VAutoritepalesttmeruie. 

Cette campagne centres sur le theme «la pais est belle a von> a 4ti organises A la state de t accord 
concht sur Hebron. __ . 

«Oui nous sommes tons engages par la paix. Et aujonrd’hni Israflieas, Jorda n ians a _ 

Palestiniens ouvrent leurs bras et leurs ereurs pour lancer une chaleorcnse inritatkm anpe irple 
americain a venir visiter nos con trees, qui ont donne naissance i Cant de fol et taut dTnstoire* 
indique le texts des pub tic ties. Des pubticties signies par le ministre israiUen du : Tourisme, le 
ministre du Tourisme el des Antiquitis du royaume hachemtie de Jordanie ainsi que par le mhristre 
du Tourisme et des Antiquites de TAuiorite palestinienne. . 

Durant les onze premiers mois de 1996, le nombre de touristes arxiris en Israel a baisse de 5% par 
rapport a la memo piriode de 1995. Une diminution due notamment aux attentats suicide et aux 
qffjrontements israelo-palestmiens. 
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SELON 



Je ne sais pas 

jusqu'b quand durera le 
probleme des transports 
a£riens en Jordanie pour 
les vols intemaiionaux, 
mais ii est urgent 
d'ameiiorer Ja situation. 
Car en plus de continuer a 
accumuler des denes. 
Royal Jordanian ne cesse 
dc temir sa reputation a 
1'etrangcr. Rarement a 
l'heure. elle a en effei pour 
facheusc habitude de re¬ 
tarder ses passagers. 

En prenant la semaine 
demicre un avion qui 
m'amenait a Copenhague 
en passant par Athcnes. 
j'ai pu moi-meme lc cons- 
tater. Le vol de la Royal 
Jordanian a eu une heurc 
dix de retard, soit exacie- 
mcnt le laps de temps dont 
je disposals pour transited 
Inutile done de pr£eiser 
que j'ai ainsi raid mon 
avion alors que jc devais 
assister le lendemain a une 
importante conference in- 
temationale. 

11 n'est pas non plus im¬ 
portant de revenir sur la 
difficult^ de prendre ires 
tot le lendemain un vol ar- 
rivant a Copenhague 
quelques heures a peine 
avant le debut de cede 
conference. 

Par contre. i! est impor¬ 
tant de mentionner que le 
vol du retour, une semaine 
apres. connaissaii les 
memes retards. Aucun 
rendez-vous important de 
m'attendail cene fois. 
mais le fait de se rctrouver 
ainsi deux fois dc suite 
dans la meme situation 
traduit un net manque de 
respect. 

Les critiques a 
I'encontre dc la compagnie 
jordanienne ne cessent de 
se faire entendre en Jorda¬ 
nie. 11 est pratiquemem 
impossible qu'un avion 
d'RJ fasse un vol sans 
s'arreter quelquc part 
Comme les autobus. RJ 
ramasse des passagers un 
peu panouL 

La qualite des re pas ser- 
vis b bord Laisse elle aussi 
a ddsircr. Pourquoi la 
compagnie nationale jor¬ 
danienne ne servirait-elle 
pas des plats lypiques, ids 
que du mensaf ou du hom- 
mos. qui seraienl moins 
chers et qui resteraient 
frais plus longtemps? 

Ccs probfemes pra¬ 
tiques rencontres par les 
utilisatcurs de (a Royal 
jordanian ne doivent bien 
sur pas etre isolds de la si¬ 
tuation globale que con- 
nalt cette compagnie. 
Mais malgre son deficit 
chronique. RJ doil appren- 
dre b respecter ses passa¬ 
gers ct b remplir ses en¬ 
gagements pour r£ussir b 
ameiiorer son image. 

Cette compagnie ne 
peut de route fagorj pas 
continuer b fonctionner 
ainsi. El si c'esi unique- 
mem en raison de difficul- 
tes financieres que la Jor¬ 
danie ne peut pas se 
permettre se doter d’une 
bonne compagnie de 
transports alriens. elle 
doit alors penser b priva- 
tiscr sa compagnie a£- 
rienne. Elle peut en tout 
cas. dans 1'immddiaL d£jb 
r6fldchir aux moyens de 
resoudre les problbmes de 
gestion et aux modiflca- 
Uons permettant 

d'ameliorer le service of- 
fertB 


Sa'eda KOani 


Le Jourdain, 
ony revient 

Tous les jeudis 
dans le Stax 

645380 


Elections legislatives 

Reformer la loi electorate 

Pour les prochaines elections legislatives jordaniennes, une reforme 
du mode de scrutin est vivement souhaitee dans le pays. Si 
le systeme de vote «une personne, une voix» n ’est pas remis en 
question, le decoupage electoral actuel est lui controversy. 


Depuis plusieurs 

semaines. colloques, ateliers et 
s&ninaires se succ&dent b Am¬ 
man pour dtudier (a question de 
la rfiforme de la loi electorate, 
sujei objei de nombreuses con¬ 
tra verses depuis 1993 entre le 
gouvememeni et (’opposition. 
Si la date precise des pro¬ 
chaines elections n'a pas en¬ 
core ele fixde. une chose est 
sure: 1997 sera en Jordanie 
I'annde d'elections legislatives. 

Organise debut janvier con- 
jointement par le Centre 
d'dtudes de i’Universiie du 
Yarmouk (Irbid) et le centre 
deludes aJ-Riyada fAmmanj. 
le dernier atelier de reflexion 
en date a dure trois jours pen¬ 
dant Icsquels une soixantaine 
d'hommes poliiiques, syndica- 
listes. chercheurs et parlemen- 
laires se sont reunis pour dis- 
cuier des principes de la 
nouvelle loi electorate. 

Dans son discours 
d'ouverture, lc Premier minis¬ 
tre jordanien Abdul Karim 
Kabariti a d£fini la position du 
pouvoir exgcutif: ril n ‘est pas 
question de supprimer le prin- 
cipe du sys/eme +une per¬ 
sonne. une voix+. Mais il faut 
envisager une amelioration de 
son application, et notamment 
au niveau de la repartition des 
circonscriptions electorates». 

Face a 1’opposition violente 
mani£est£e par les repr&en- 
tanis :dc certains partis poll- 
tiques a Tigard de ce principe, 
le Premier ministre a laiss£ une 
declaration lerite apr£s son d£- 
part qui a Itl lue b la fin du 
premier jour. Un texte dans le- 
qucl H rappelait que *ta loi 
electorate devati etre une 
ceuvre nationale et non cede du 


gouvememeni unique- 
meat: la position de ce 
dernier n 'est qu'une 
opinion parmi les att¬ 
ires.* 

Cette mise au point 
n'a pas sulTit a attinuer 
les anaques centre le 
systbme de la voix 
unique durant les deux 
jours de discussions qui 
suivirent. En fait, 

1'opposition que rencon¬ 
tre ce systlme UecloraJ 
emane des revendica- 
tions de certains partis 
poliiiques ou groupes tri- 
baux peu attaches au 
principe d'equitl entre 
les citoyens. 

Le principe d'une voix 
par llecteur est en effet 
conforme aux prin¬ 
cipes des droits dc 
THomme. Mais il faut 
pour cela que le decou¬ 
page des circonscriptions 
soit juste. 

Hante par ['adoption du trai- 
16 de paix avec Israel qui ctait 
alors dt£jb dans 1'air. le gou¬ 
vememeni avait precipitam- 
meni introduit en septembre 
1993 le principe «une personne. 
une voix* pour les elections 
legislatives h la place du mode 
de scrutin plurinominal b un 
tour adoptd en 1989. * 

Or. lc ddcoupage electoral re- 
tenu a permis ■ au pouvoir de 
s'assurerd'une4Ttajorite favora 



Les Jordaniens seront appeles a voter en 1997pour des 
elections legislatives. 


Pour les participants presents 
a ce colloque. d'autres modifi¬ 
cations s'imposent. tels que 
I'abaissement de f age du vote 
de 19 a 18 ans ou la simplifica¬ 
tion de la procedure adminis¬ 
trative du processus electoral. 
Une augmentation du nombre 
de dlpuids est aussi souhaitle. 
L'Asscmbldc nationale qui 
compte actuelicment 80 depu¬ 
tes. devrail passer a 100 pour 
permettre une meilleure repre¬ 
sentation dc ccrtaines parties 
du pays, telles que Zarfcu. Irbid. 
ble au Parlerp^^^tdewa t T"Koura, 2 M^aq oii ia valiec du 
page qui- n'a jPsqa'a present Jourdain. "L’idee de Tintro- 


pas &£ modifll. Mais le con- 
texte ayant depuis change, er. 
avec notamment ia signature du 
traiil israelo-jordanien. le gou¬ 
vememeni semble aujourd'hui 
pret b revoir paniellement le 
dlcoupage electoral. 


duction d'un quota de dix 
sieges pour les femmes a aussi 
etd debaltue. 1’Assemblec ac- 
luelle ne compian; qu'une seule 
femme. Toujan Fay s *al. 

En ce qui conceme le de- 
roulement du scrutin. la mise 


en place d'une autoritl ind6- 
pendante de controle a ltd re- 
commandee pour assurer une 
plus grande neuiralite. La cou- 
venure mediatique de la cam¬ 
pagne electorate a elle aussi lie 
abo/dee. Une reforme de la loi 
actuel le devrail en effet permet¬ 
tre b touies les tendances ei 
tous les candidate d"exposer 
leurs programmes electoraux. .. 

Toutes ces suggestions fbr- 
mulees pendant trois jours vont 
bien sur contribuer a aiimemer 
I'important ddbat sur la. <£-_ 
forme de la loi ejectoraJe.*": ^ 

H reste aujourd’hui b alien-' 
dre les reactions du gouveme- 
meni ct de I'Assemblce natio^ 
nale. ainsi que les reformes 
proposees. ■ 

Suleiman Sweiss 


Societe 


Une prevention du tabac qui part en fumee 

Depuis maintenant vingt ans existe en Jordanie une legislation luttant cotitre 
le tabac, notamment dans les lieux publics. Une legislation que de nombreux 
militants anti-tabac aimeraient voir appliquee plus strictement afin que les 
autoritis developpent une meilleure politique de prevention. 


Pour les amateurs de 
cigarettes et de narguileh. la 
Jordanie ne presente que peu 
d’interdictions. Rares sont en 
effet les lieux publics ob Ton 
irouve le sigle *imenJit de fu- 
mer». Une situation que denon- 
cent en Jordanie certaines asso¬ 
ciations luttant contre le tabac. 
Et les militants anti-tabac de¬ 
manded aux autnritds jorda¬ 
niennes le /enforcement de la 
legislation sur Ja prevention du 
tabac adoptee en 1977. 

Selon Mohammed Shraim, 
president de Tassociation jor¬ 
danienne pour la prevention du 
mbagisme. la Jordanie a 6 l 6 
fun des premiers pays arabes b 
adopter des lois visant b prot£- 
ger la population contre les 
mefaits du tabac. Cette loi ga- 
rantit le droit de respirer une at¬ 
mosphere exempte de fumee 
dans les lieux publics et interdit 
la publicite pour le tabac. En 
theorie, cette loi condamne les 
contrevenams b des amen des. 
Mais elle n'est en r£alit£ que 
partieJlement appliquee. 

*Nous ne cherchons pas d 
inierdire aux gens de fumer» 
explique Mohammed Shraim. 
- Mais nous voulons modifier 
leurs habitudes tabagiques en 
faisant accepter des consignes 
de same comme des regies so - 
cialcs. Il esl important de faire 
respecter l 'abstention du tabac 
devant les non-Jumeurs qui ant 
le droit de respirer un air 
sain.* 

Pour les anti-tabac. faire ad- 
mettre certaines interdictions 
n'est pas chose facile. 
* Autrefois, la cigarette itail un 
signe de d 6 veloppemera» ex- 
plique Mohammed Shraim. 

<i Mais aujourd’hui, de nom - 
6re/a pays s'attaquent au ta¬ 
bac en augmentant les prix, en 
imposant la cr&ttion de zones 
non fume ur dans les cafis et 
les restaurants ou en lanpant 
des campagnes d’infomation 
sur les dangers de la cigar¬ 
ette*. 

En Am£rique du Nord ou en 
Europe de I’Ouest, il est deve- 
nu obligaioire d'iodiquer en ca- 
ractferes gras sur les paquets de 



Pour beaucoup de jeunes, fumer donne une certaine 
contenance, d Vintage de lewr entourage. 


cigarette que le tabac enuaine 
des affections cardio- 
vasculaires. peut g£n£rer des 
cancers ou des troubles de la 
grosses sc. Les fumeurs incorri- 
gibles sont possibles d'amerules 
et dans certains pays, une aug¬ 
mentation de 10% des salaires 
des non-fumeurs a dc & d«5ctd& 
par rapport b celui des fumeurs. 

Chronologiquemem. ce sont 
les aspects sociaux qui inter- 
viennent les premiers dans 
('Initiation du fumeur. notam¬ 
ment 1’ex.emple des parents, de 
1'entourage ou des amis. Fumer 
donne une certaine contenance 
b 1'adolescenL e’est le geste 
sympa qui donne un air viril, a 
1'instar des vedettes de cinema. 
Alors qu'il est facile de parler 
des dangers du tabac aux 
adultes. il est plus difficile de 
sensibiliser les jeunes. 

L'fivolutiori du tabagisme 
dans les pays en vote de ddve- 
loppement est un problfeme cru- 
ciaL Dans ces pays, les multina- 
tionales du tabac profitent 
souvent de 1' absence de legisla¬ 
tion adequate pour deverser 
leurs produits sur le marehe. 
Dans certains pays africains, on 
disiribue meme gratuitement 
des paquets de cigarettes h la 


sortie des ficoles pour crier de 
future consommateure. Ailleurs. 
e’est I’image du cow-boy Mal- 
boro qui s'itale sur les affiches 
gigantesques dans les villes et 
au bord des routes, un cow-boy 
mon ricemmcnt des suites d'un 
cancer dfi au tabac. Une anec¬ 
dote. cynique qui rappelle cede 
de la composition du conseil 
d’ ad ministration du groupe 
Philip Morris: on ne trouve au¬ 
cun fumeur parmi les dirigeants 
du premier groupe producteur 
de tabac au monde. 

Une consommation 
arabe en hausse 

Dans beaucoup de pays de- 
veloppes. la consommation de 
tabac est d&onrms en baisse. 
En revanche, le nombre de fu¬ 
meurs dans les pays arabes aug¬ 
ment de 1 b 2% chaque ann6e. 
selon une etude realisee par 
i'Organisation mondiaie de la 
santfi.' 

Depuis 1’invention de la fa¬ 
brication industrielle des ciga¬ 
rettes au d£but du sifecle. la con¬ 
sommation mondiaie n’a cesse 
d'augmenter, Les premieres 
etudes medicales realisdes en 
1949 n'envisagaient pas que le 
tabac air un lien avec les mala¬ 


dies card i o-v ascii lai res. 

Aujourd'hui. le monde entier 
s'accorde pour y voir, sans 
doute possible, un facte ur ma- 
jeur de risque cardio- 
vasculaire. Sur dix adultes, 
qua ire sont * tabac omanes». 
Les specialistes prevoient ac- 
tuellement une mortaiite de 
deux millions de person ties par 
milliard d'habitants, un chiffre 
qui pourrait se monter b trois 
millions en fan 2000. Le tabac 
est responsable de 35% des cas 
de cancers, tous types confon- 
dus. et de 50% des cas de mor¬ 
taiite pr£coces. 

Selon une erode men£e par 
le ministbre jordanien de la 
same en cooperation avec le 

departement general des stalls- 
tiques, 27% de la population 
5g£e de plus de 25 ans fument. 
Et si les fumeurs masculins 
sont acroellement cinq fois plus 
nombreux que les femmes en 
Jordanie, celles-ci sont particu- 
lieremeiu toUchdes depuis ces 
demiferes annees. Une evolu¬ 
tion due b I'emancipation des 
femmes, comme cela a £t£ le 
cas voilb quelques anndes dans 
les pays occideniaux. 

Sans doute est-il temps au¬ 
jourd’hui que les autoriLgs jor¬ 
daniennes prennent plus au s£- 
rieux le probldme du tabac. Au- 
delb du /enforcement des me- 
sures existantes. une meilleure 
cooperation entre les mimsldres 
concemfis serait sou hai table 
pour sensibiliser Topinion pu- 
blique. Une augmentation des 
taxes comribuerait aussi proba- 
blement b limiter la conso'mma- 
tion dc certains. 

Beaucoup ont en effet besotn 
de prendre conscience que 
s'arreter de fumer ne signifie 
pas simplement diminuer les 
risques de maladie mortelle. 
Cela signilie aussi que Ton re- 
trouve le plaisir de respirer un 
air pur. que Ton peut b nou¬ 
veau appnScier les aliments que 
Ton mange, et que Ton rede- 
vient capable de monter trois 
marches sans etre essouffl£.B 

Mona Qaddotimi 


Negotiations isrqtio-ptiestmem%(^ 




Apres la signature d’H&bron, les Palestinians, 
esperent que le processus de paix va revenir 

ses rails . Les concessions qu r ils ont faites doivg™* 
permettre de franchirde nouvelles etapes 


Le soieil de&Ebcne 

s’est enfin lev£ sur H&ron 
aprfes de longues semaines de 
negpeiations imerrompues phi- 
sienre fois par Ia violence et le 
sang. *Pour la premiere fois, 
88 % des deputes israeliens vo- 
tent pour la paix* a-declare le 
president Arafat b la suite de la 
ratification de faccord 
d’H6bron par la KnesseL Pro- 
clamant dimanebe b Hebron de¬ 
vant 50.000 personnes que la 
ville est eteroeUeraent Ubdree, i! 
s’est feiicitfi du fait qiK l'OLP 
ait pu parvenir b un accord avec 
les deux parties du peuple Israe¬ 
li en, la gauche et la droite. indfi- 
pendarmnem de la politique 
changeante du Premier ministre 
Benjamin b propos du respect 
des accords. 

Cette signature de faccord 
dTifibron n'a cependant €x& pos¬ 
sible que grace b ('acceptation 
par les Palestiniens de revenir 
sur les accords de paix 
initiaux. Ainsi. les Pales¬ 
tiniens ont £t£ forces 
d'abandonner certaines 
de leurs conditions qui 
figuraient dans faccord 
de Washington, et no- 
tamment de retarder la 
date finale du redeploy¬ 
ment des troupes isra£- 
liennes des villes paiesti- 
niennes. Devant 

initialemeni se terminer 
en septembre J997, ce- 
Uii-ci doit fetre. selon les 
rjduycailx accords.;acbe- 
v €en nud 1998. 

Malgre ces conces¬ 
sions, la signa tu re de 
1'accord d'Hebroa traduit 
un riel progxbs dans les 
relations israelo-pales- 
tiniennes. 

Un veritable ebange- 


ment est en train de s'op£rer au 
sent de la droite israSlienne qui 
est sur le point de renoncer au 
terme Judec-Sanarie pair de¬ 
signer la Cisjoidanie. Un minis¬ 
tre Israeli en a meme propose 
aux colons de devenir les 
«ressorti5sants paiestimens» 
s'ils semhaitent raster en Cisjor- 
ifani e aprfes le redeploiement 
des soldafi israeliens. 

Si le rbgJement de la question 




Ensuite, la question, dil l* 
passage entre Gaza et la Cisjw^l 
dame doit etre discutde. 
radliens ne semWent pas 
sds de voir ce libre passage 
nSaliser pour des raiscffls .pw^' 
tiques, mais aussi 6 astt<&y 
miques. . 'v. • ;V' 

ActuellemenL I'dconomie. p^; 
lestinienne est en effet forte-; 
merit lide b celte d'IsraSL 
situation qui pourrait. changer 


dH&ron a pris un tel retard, , les ^changes entre .Gaza'eC & 

e'«r essentiellement-. en raison cisjordanie dtaienf 


e'est essentiellement en raison 
de l'ensemble des questions en 
attente qui suivent cet accord 
Selon la nouveQe date retemie, 
le premier redeploiement doit 
s'effectuer h partir du 28 fdvrier 
et se poursuivre pendant douze 
mois. Dualities points. doivent 
d&ormais etre rapidement 
aborties. Ainsi, la liberation des 
prisormiers palestiniens doit ra- 
pi dement intervenir. les Pales¬ 
tiniens prevoyani celle-d avant 
la fm du mois de raccadan. 


Bien que les obstpcles?Tfr-.I^£| 
stent nombreux. une choie 
certaine. En tendani la 
Yasser Arafat , le 15 . janvier- 
dernier, Etenjamin Netanyahpttij 
a d&lenchd le torapte .b «r- ; 
hours de I'application compSa 
des accords israfloriales^r^^; 
niens. ■ ^ 

DeGsza^: 

HassanBafcwi 


r^. ; —* 
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Benjamin Netanyahou T le negaciateur americain Denxs Rosd, et V J.’:;,; 
Yasser Arafat apres la signature de Faccord sur Hebron. 

Concert -sir v 


Le virtuose Giusiano a Amman 

Le pianiste frangais Philippe Giusiano offrira samedi un /; 
concert a Amman. A 23 ans, ce jeune musicien s’estd&jd : 
illustre dans de nombreux concours intemationaux, et - 
notamment le prestigieux concours Frederic Chapin. 


C'est un jeune vir¬ 
tuose frangais qu'accueillera sa¬ 
medi soir le Centre cuhurel 
royal dans le cadre des soirees 
du ramadan. A 23 ans, Philippe 
Giusiano s'esr d£jb illustre dans 
de irfes nombreux concours 
frangais et internationaux de - 
piano. En rem portent le 
deuxibme grand prix du con¬ 
cours Chopin de Vaisovie en 
1995. un concours dedie depuis 
1927 h I'inierpnSteb'on de la 
musique de Frederic Chopin, 
ce jeune musicien est- entr£ 
dons le cercle des grands pia- 
nistes Intemationaux. 

Philippe Giusano a ddcou- 
vert le piano' b TSge de cinq - 
ans. dtudiam pendant sept an- 
ndes au Conservatoire national 
de la region de Marseille. A 
douze ans, il entre au Conser¬ 
vatoire national supdrieur de 
musique de Plans ob <1 obtient 
b seize ans. un prix de piano b 
I'unanimite. 

. Une annde plus tard, il est le 
plus jeune laundat du concours - 
Chopin, mais ne parviendra pas 


b atteindre la finale de ce con¬ 
cours. 

Cette premiere experience 
polonaise va marquer le ddbut 
de la canifere Internationale de 
Philippe Giusanio. U va parti- 
riper pendant cinq anndes aux 
Holland Music sessions qui lui 
ppmettront cTeffectuer plu¬ 
sieurs toumdes h 1'etranger. et 
notamment une tournee mon¬ 
diaie en 1993 qui 
Tambnera au Ca¬ 
sals Hail de Tokyo 
et au Carnegie Hall 
de New-York. 

Apres une p£- 
- node . d'dmdes au 
Mozarteum de 
Salzbourg, ii a re¬ 
joint en J994 Je 
conservatoire 
d r Amsterdam. Et 
entre deux tour- 
ndes, il retro uve 
1’hexagone ob H 
participe b de nom¬ 
breux festivals. 

Invitd par Je Cen¬ 
tre culture! frangais 
d'Amman, Philippe 


Giusanio a pnSvu de jotier pour 
sa prestation jordanienne an 
horn mage au compositeur 
frangais Robert Casadesus, 
avant d'offiir un rdcital Frede¬ 
ric Chopin comprenant les qua-, 
tre Impromptus, deux Scherzos’.. 
et dcuze Etudes M 

- - Le Jourdain, 


Philippe Giusiano 


■V -hi.- -Ji. 
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Concert 

Philippe Giusiano, jeune musicien frangais, proposera le 25 janvier b 20h(X).an 
concert de piano au Centre cultural royaL 
Des places sont en vente au CCF. 

Exposition 

eVbtstitut du monde arabe *, jusqu'au 2 fevrier. Dans quelques mois, llnsfitut" 
du monde arabe accueillera a Paris une exposition consacr4e k la Jordanie et ses 
richesses archfiologiques. Le centre cultural frangais vous propose de decouvxir 
cet endroit cr^ pour assurer une meilleure diffusion de la culture arabe en 
Europe. 

Cinema 

Fm du cycle consacre a l'acteur Philippe Noiret au Centre culture! frangais. - 
Le 27 janvier a 20h30,Ci«A»a paradiso de Giuseppe Tomatore (1989). 
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THE STAR 11 


Royal Cultural Centre.. 

American Centre Library 

British Council____„ 

Bench Cultural Centre. 

Goethe Institute___ 

Cervantes Institute (Spanish). 

Turkish Cultural Centre_ 

Haya Arts Centre__ 

Y.W.CA..... 

Y.W.MA 



Activities 


Darat aj Funun_ 

Alia AflGallery_ 

Baladna An Gallery__ 

Natal A) Mash ini TTies're L..T 
Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre 


661026/7 
... 820101 
636147/8 
.. 637009 

- 641993 
-.610858 
...639777 
.... 665195 

641793 

...664251 

...643252 

-.639303 

- 6S7I32 

- 675571 
... 625155 


Concord Cinema — _ 

Ptaa Cinema _ 

PhilaOelptea Cinema._ 


. 677420 

.*9238 

._ 634144 


SportsOubs 

A1 HusseiR Sporn C«y_667181/5 

Orthodox Club... 81049! 

Royal Automobile Club_815410 

Royal Shooting Club_736572 

-Royal Chess Club_673713 

Royal Racing Chib_09-801233 

Jordan Bridge Club_676990 

Amman Mun. Library_636111 

Umv. of Jordan Library. 843555 

R-S.CN..837931/837937 


Government Depts. 


Tbc Prime Ministry..—. 

Amman Greater Municipality — 

Agriculture..... 

Awqaf A Islamic Affairs.. 

Culture / Jabal Amman_ 

Education & Higher Education ... 

Energy & Mineral Resources.. 

Finance_____ 

Foreign Affairs.....__ 

Industry & Trade ...._-.. 

Information... 

Interior Ministry_ 

Justice___ 


.641211 Labour__ 

. 63611 1 Municipalities £ Environment.. 

- 686151 Parliamentary Affairs . 

.666141 Planning...... 

. 636391 Post £ Communications _ 

.669181 Public Health ... 

815615 Public Works & Housing ... 

636321 Social Development.. 

. 644361 Supplies___..._ 

663191 Tourism £ Antiquities. 

. 641467 Transport.... 

663111 Water £ Irrigation __ 

663101 Youth / University .. 


...698186 

-.641393 

...641211 

—.644466 

624301 

_665131 

. 668481 

.— 673191’ 
— 602121 
.... 64231! 
— 64146) 
.... 680100 
.... 604701 


Diplomatic Corps 


Airlines 


Algerian..641271/2 

Australian__ 673246/7 

Austrian.644635 

Bahraini.664148/9 

Brazilian . 642183 

Belgian--675683 

Bulgarian .... 818151 

Canadian —. 666124 

Chilean . 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons .... 677559 

Czech .671813/666135 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French . 641273/4 

German. 689351 

Greek.. 67 1 33 1/2 

Hungarian.815614 

Icelandic Consulate.69885! 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian. 828911 

Iraqi. 639331 

Halian.638185 

Japanese-- 672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan . 641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate.... 636720 

North Korean .666349 

Norwegian Embassy_ 644932/4 

Omani.686155 

Pakistani. 622787 

Palestine. 677517 

People s Rep. of China.666139 

Philippines. 645161 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.682666 

Romanian... 667738 

Russian. 64U58 

Saudi Arabian..814154/6 

Slovenia Honorary Cons.....861542 

Sri Lanki...683905/704960 

South Korean. 660745/6 

South Africa.....811194 

Spanish..614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish. 669177/9 

Swiss. 686416/7 

Syrian . 641076 

Taiwan. 671530 

Tunisian. 674307/8 

Turkish . 641251 

U.A.E. .. 643347/643341 

United Kingdom.._.... 823100"] 

United States....820101 

Yemen.... 642381 

EEC Delegation-- 668191 

ESCWA...694351/8 

ICRC--- 688645 

UNDP/WFP _ 668171/7 

UNRWA.. 607398 

UNICEF..—_ 629571 

UNESCO.. 606559 


Adria Airways.667029 

Aeroflot.641510 

Aeromexico... 694802 

Air Canada.. 630879 

Air France.666055/667824 

Air India__ 688301/2 

Air Lanka ...682140 

Alitalia.... 625203 

Alycmda (Air yemen).653691 

American Airlines..669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines.. 693845/694604 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Midland__694802 

British Airways..828801 

Cathay Pacific.... 628596 

China Airlines_ 636232 

Cyprus Airways. 667028 

Delta Air Lines.643661 

Egypt Air—.630011 

Emirates Airlines.. 643341 

Gulf Air.- 653613 

Hungarian Airlines. 622275 

Iberia.637827/644036 

Iran Air.. 622826 

Japan Airlines .......630879 

KLM ....... 622175 

Korean Airlines ... 676624/662236 

Libyan Arab Airlines__643831/2 

Lufthansa_—. 601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA.. 636104 

Olympic .. 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines_640200 

PIA .... 625981 

Polish Airlines .. 625981 

Qamas--862288 

Royal Jordanian... 678321 

Sandia..—.- 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines....... 604499 

Singapore Airlines.676177 

Sudan Airlines... 694501 

Swiss Air (G.SJV.) 659791/641906 

Syrian Air.__ 622147 

United Airlines...641959 

USAir—..694801/2 

TAROM- Romanian___ 637380 

Thai Airways..; 637195 

Trans World Airline_623430 

Turkish Airlines___659102 

Yemeoia Airways.; 628175 

Queen Alia Airport.... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.(08) 53200 


Important Numbers 


Emergencies 

Police--192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade.... 622090/93 

Ambulance...199 

Blood Bank...775121 

Traffic Police.625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents.897467/8 

Highway Police.787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity.642441/2 

AJ-Ahli. Abdali.664164/6 

Al-Bashir. Ashrafieh....775l 11/26 

Al-Muasher Hospital.667227/9 

Amal Hospital.674155 

Army. Mark a..891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Italian-Al-Muhajreen.777101/3 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Khaledi Maternity.644281/6 

Malhas. J. Amman.636)4] 

Palestine, Shmeisani..— 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital ... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 
University Hospital.- 845845 

General 

Amman Municipality_843402 

Electricity Complaints..121 

Prices complaints......666181 

Hotel complaints. 08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints_896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television.773111/19 

Radio Jordan.774111/19 

Post Office Info.750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 
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£?% Corrtfort 

. Hotel Suites 

M, Luxury] 

it, Comfort 

Service j 
Jt Location 

In the r.- of 
Sweifyieh 
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World’s .Vo.1 Pizzs Cfesia 

“ Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal ” 

“Choose one of the many 
Exciting Gifts available 
r.ow at Pizza Hut " 



Many Villas & Apartements 
Furnished and Unfurnished for 
Rent & Sale 

for more information please 
coll 

PjjScUr (?££■‘ZjZiZ''- 

TeL 810605- 810609- 
865605. Fax. 810520 
Abdoun. Almouhtaseb Center. 


THE BEST MUSIC STORE 


;-c o : - '. 
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FREDDY FOR MUSIC 

A NAME THAT YOU TRUST 

CARDENS ST 


T?™ 
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f Fu^TServicsd Suites | 

A/C In Grand 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar.. 314131 

Aqaba----—.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel .. 316636 

Aquamarina I__>.316250 

Coral Beach —__313521 

Holiday Inti-312426 

Miramar -__ 314340 



Special offer 

From 1 until 39 April 
Large Pin for Metfima Charge 
2 Medium Pizza for Large Charge 

Free Home Delivery 


Macea St. TeL 8^2135 

Behind Ce^sr 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


room 






Amman Tel: 607193 
P.O.Box 9403 Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 Darotl Jo 
Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates and Businessmen 



ALCAZA-S 

^OT£L 


True Vacations come to 
live in our 
Uniquely Moorish 
Style Hotel 

our sea star drying center 
will unravel the secrets of the 
Red Sea to your wildest 
imagination 

Tel:314131/2. 


TO GET BETTER 

FURNITURE . 

FOR YOUR OFFICE 
OR HOUSE.... 

JUST VISIT 


/T\ o. m « .r- 

- * >■' -W - 

LL — 

22X7~Cac; 

Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shraeisani 

Tel: $93399 



We save you more 



Th- .-uctl c!;a*arr.ck s'r.aprir.c 
e- pzr.-jncs ■ i jiw 
jr.ihirj r.se 1. z: !cv 

Trl. i.;-.-;? 


To Advertise in this 
space, call us at 
652-380 


Arv" 4 

: rv; "i; 

Cafe Restaurant 

Different 




■ L. S V TV— r— 1^1 


FunhyBunay 


Funny Bunny 



THF. BIGGEST 
THE MOST 
DELICIOUS 
AND CERTAINLY 
THE BEST 
HUMBERGER IN 

TOWN 
Burger. Roast. 
Chicken 


AtmdtMh AtnwMinh St. 


■X'J.y 




NOW OPEN FOR 
LUNCH & DINNER 



- 

The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

ist Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30p.m 
7:00- Midnight 

Td 638968 


AQABA GULF HOTEL 


* .*' * * 


Your first choice in Aqaba 


lor reservations eall (03) 316636 
Fax (03) 3IS246 




The Best PIZZA 
in Jordan 

(fMNK- IN .TAKF. AWAY & DELIVERY > 
Mecca si. Jah'r Trade Center 


.-.cvertfse 

17. lLi12S 




f. ':.Ji'!,:• 

r-: 11 !;: 
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p 

A0 types af Bread 

1 





t 


PI2.Z.-S, SNACKS, C/CiES 

7:i.; 

! CJV; 


Seitad i Tsi.» /.-•ay 
,n 


Cakes & Pastries 


7th circle. TeL 820099 


Shaieiser^Tei. 



wmmmimwms 

* Professional Dry cleaning/ 

*Shoes Repair 

^Ddmiag 

^Engraving 

•Upholstery & Carpet Cleaning 
Al - JaberA Boosing Bant Shopping Centers 
Teb €79947&82I6S6 



The German Fashic 
Boutiques Karesnan 3 J - 
Janard 


jcsmijANARD berjj BERGER fc 

wille 



cTueci.om^ 1 ’ 


BIG SIZES _ 

Al - Jaber Shopping Center, Mecca Si Phone: 821656 & 814714 



CARRIAGE- 



r * DRlAGE carriage 





tsez^tce 




Wasfi Al- TalSL 
Tel: 695180 
Fax: 682525 


RentaCar carriage carriage 


we offen- 

4 Computerized Engine Check ❖ Electro Mechanical car check ^ 

4r Automatic & Manual car wash services ❖ wheel balance m aintenan ce 5 2^—^ 5 

❖ Oil Change \ 3 ARaks2s/ 

Wasfi Al-Tal St Tel: 685454 Fax: 682525 



Not all fi cafe’s “ are 
created equal 
A Touch Of Class In 
True Arabian Style 


The Place For Finest 
Arabic Setting 
Close Enough To Get 
Away From It AU 


vUfNearAta AH, Mi&He East Bank Bldg. Tel.: 698005 
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Sakhr enables dramatic increase 
in Arabic Internet access 


*-s. 


I N T E B F 

.j^2^b NASSER 


An international branch for 
your business, on the Web 


By Jawad Abbassi 
Special to The Star 


AVAILABILITY OF staff, or 
the lack thereof, has been Uie 
main factor in deciding 
whether a certain company can 
operate a service for 24-hour 
product inquires and orders. 
Investing in the required train¬ 
ing and salaries of competent 
employees to answer custom¬ 
ers' requests or place orders 
would always prove too high to 
justify such a venture. 

This. however. never 
negated the importance of such 
services around the clock, par¬ 
ticularly for goods and services 
with international demand such 
as tourist facilities and export 
businesses. 

As usual, technology has 
now come to the rescue. Dur¬ 
ing the last three years, which 
saw the increasing proliferation 
of the Internet and iLS graphic 
intensive eye catching World 
Wide Web. businesses of all 
sorts began to successfully uti¬ 
lize the Web to achieve the 
goal of setting staff-less infor¬ 
mation booths, with minimal 
investments in time and 
mo new 

Phrases like "visit our web 
site at http:// 

www.companyX.com" have 
become very visible in TV. 
radio and newspaper advertise¬ 
ments in many countries across 
the world. 

Essentially, a web page is an 
HTML computer file (the stan¬ 
dard format of the web) that 
resides on a web server and is 
given its own web address. 
Web pages can display text, 
pictures."sounds, video as well 
as host interactive inquiry and 
order forms. It is therefore, 
very suited to display informa 


tion on for instance a hotel or a 
particular company in an attrac¬ 
tive style. 

One advantage of having a 
web page is the ability to have 
an electronic and interactive 
brochure that could be browsed 
by potentially millions of peo¬ 
ple without a high initial invest¬ 




ment. Another advantage is the 
ability to list the web page in 
the dozens of Internet search 
engines, such as Yahoo and 
Alta Vista, which are the "yel¬ 
low pages ' of the Internet. 

Listing a web page on these 
search engines is done for free 
and helps in attracting more 
visitors to the company's web 
site. 

For instance the King s Way 
a hotel in Petra has a web 
whose address appears 


Inn 

site 


JAIA* *» --- ■ ■ ( 

when users of search engines 


ask for sites related to Jordan or 
Tourism. Kings way Inn. and 
many others such as the Zara 
Dead Sea Products company, 
have felt tangible benefits from 
their presence on the web. like 
opening new markets that were 
never within reach because of 
budget limitations. 

While it would have been 
impossible for Zara Dead Sea 
products for instance, to partici¬ 
pate in a trade show in Latin 
America, its presence on the 
web can offer a 24 hour 
unmanned, but efficient, “infor¬ 
mation booth” for the potenual 
customers in these remote 
markets. 

Embarking on establishing a 
web page on the Internet is a 
rather simple task, provided 
ihere is clear vision of the goals 
of the project and how to 
achieve them. 

Any company has to clearly 
identify which information it 
needs to put on the web. as well 
as the style of displaying this 
information. . 

Attention to the design ot 
order and request-of- 
informadon forms is imperative 
to ensure a friendly feel for the 
web page. 

Establishing a web page 
entails an initial investment in 
the cost of design and develop¬ 
ment. plus a recurring cost of 
web page hosting on a server on 
the Internet 

This cost is governed by the 
size of your Web site and the 
specifications of the web 
server. Of course, new software 
tools are increasingly making 
web authoring more popular 
and easier, which underlines the 
need to get a good bargain 
when you negotiate with a com¬ 
pany expected to handle the 
design and hosting of your web 


IN A move that greatly 

increases Internet access for 

Arabic speakers. Sakhr Soft¬ 
ware, BYTE Magazine 
and PC Magazine's Ara¬ 
bic editions are distribut¬ 
ing nearly 50,000 copies 
of Sakhr’s ground¬ 
breaking Internet Kit to 
their readers. Digitck 
and other Sakhr dealers 
are separately distribut¬ 
ing another 2.000 copies 
of the Internet Kit around the 
world. . 

The number of Arabic lan¬ 
guage Web sites is growing 
exponentially. One major guide 
to the Arabic Internet, 1001 
Sites {http:// 

www.l001sites.com) currently 
lists well over 500 Web sites, 
an increase of over in the 
past month). 

Arabic Internet developers 
have recently established their 
own Web site at CyberArab 
(htlpi//www .cyberarab.com). 

The key to Internet use and 
Web access in the Arab world 
is trouble-free bilingual brows¬ 
ing. Unfortunately, the differ¬ 


ences between Arabic and 
Roman scripts have meant that 
Arabic speakers have long had 



to use English to access the 
world through the Internet. 

Now. using prize-winning 
linguistic and morphological 
tools developed at Sakhr s 
Research and Development 
fR&D) campus on the outskirts 
of Cairo. Sakhr offers solutions 
to bilingual trouble-free Inter¬ 
net access and Web-surfing. 

Sakhr's Internet Kit. a *o 
available from the Sakhr Web 
site at http://www.sakhr.com. 
gives users the prize-winning 
Sindbad bilingual Web browser 
plug-on for Windows 95 and 
Netscape 3.x. 

Sindbad works either under 
standard English Windows 95 


or under the Windows 95 
Arabizations. 

Users will not need to Arab¬ 
ize their Windows 95 installa¬ 
tions in order to read Ara¬ 
bic text on the Web. 

The Kit also bundles 
Sakhr's new Internet Pub¬ 
lisher and the plug-in pro¬ 
grams For accessing 
Sakhr's Islamic programs 
via the Internet. 

BYTE Magazine s Ara¬ 
bic edition and PC Maine's 

Arabic edition will include the 
Kit in thousands of issues, 
among programs distnbuted. 
As the Islamic holy month or 
Ramadan begins. Arabic users. 
Muslim and non-Muslim alike, 
are receiving a holiday and new 
year present from Sakhr. BY 11 
and PC Magazine. Sakhr has 
added yet another winning title 
to its lengthy catalogue ot edu¬ 
cational. entertainment, home- 
pC, and office software 
applications. 

Sakhr Software is locatedin 
Nasr City, Cairo. Egypt- ™ 
company is a subsidiary of the 
A1 Alamiah Group. ™ 
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Novell IntranetWare sparks networking 

... _Nrwfirs directory enabled sen 


r vV. 


Novell 


INTRANETWARE IS 

Novell’s latest solution that 
provides customers 
with a full-service 
intranet platform, 
allowing them to 
access ~ information 
on intranets and the 
Internet with a high- 
performance Web 

server, browser and- 

Internet connectivity. 
IntranetWare allows users to 
leverage existing networks and 
evolve them into intranets that 
solve business problems more 
quickly and efficiently—using 
their existing resources and 
expertise. 

IntranetWare is being rec¬ 


ommended by networking spe¬ 
cialists as the upgrade of 
choice for NetWare 
users, whether Net¬ 
Ware 3.x netwprks, 
NetWare 4.1 net¬ 
works Also, for 
users looking to 
create network, it's a 
valid choice. In the 
cases above. Intranet- 
Ware offers ease of 
migration, cost effectiveness 
and wealth of new features for 
Intemet/intranet connectivity 
and services. 

The introduction of Novell s 
IntranetWare has sparked the 
information technology market 
to the extent that sales of 


Novell's directory enabled serv¬ 
ers are up by 38 percent, to 
reach SI81 million, from the 
third quarter of 1996- Total 
server sales for the quarter 
totalled S 247 million- 
The momentum, fueled by 
customer demand for solutions 
that build intranets was 
reflected in overall growth in 
distribution channel demand 
and in continued growth in 
Novell's licensing programs. 

For more information on 
Novell IntranetWare in the 
Middle East, contact Novell 
Middle East in Dubai on tele¬ 
phone ++ 971 4 316 444. fax 
++ 971 4 319248 or email 

wendy -ashion (s'novel Lcom. ■ 


pages. With the increasing glo¬ 
balization of the trade and 
economy, a web page is an 
essential and inexpensive tool 
for any business wishing to 
create or reaffirm its interna¬ 
tional character. 

You should start building 
your display window on the 
Internet. The results will most 
definitely be positive for your 
business. ■ 


email: 

Abbassi @ NETS.COM JO. 


Major local organizations adopt 

Internet service agreements 
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Africa picks four more 


players for Europe match 


JOHANNESBURG—Africa 
added four new players, includ¬ 
ing two from continental cham¬ 
pions South Africa, to their 
squad for a match against a 
European select team in Lisbon 
next week. 

The Confederation of African 
Football said the changes were 
necessary because of problems 
securing the release of a number 
of key players originally due to 
appear. 

South Africans Andre 
Arendse and Eric Tinkler and 
strikers Sou ley mane Sane of 
Senagal and Angolan Paulao are 


the four new squad members. 

CAF officials are still battling 
to secure playing permission for 
seven players originally named 
in the squad while Liberia’s 
George Weah will miss the 
name through injury. 

~ The Africans have confirma¬ 
tion from 17 playera, including 
the four newcomers, but are still 
hoping to beef up the squad 
with Nigerians Finidi George, 
Victor Ikpeba and veteran Gha¬ 
naian captain Abedi Rele Ayew. 

Spanish-based Jacques 
Songo’o and Nourredine Nay- 
bet and Chad’s Japhet Ndoram 



have not been 
released for the 
match, part of a 
campaign against 
racism in sport 
Songo'o has 
been replaced by 
Arendse, who 
becomes only the 
second African- 
based player in 
the squad along¬ 
side fellow goal¬ 
keeper Abiodun 
Baruwa of Niger¬ 
ian club Shooting 
Stars. Arendse 
plays for South 
African champi¬ 
ons Cape Town 
Spurs. 

Paulao. leading 
goal scorer in the 
African World 
Cup qualifiers, . 

and Tinkler were originally 
named on a standby list for ihe 
game while 33 -year-old Sane is 
called up because of his goal- 
scoring form in the Swiss 
league. 



The African team will be 
coached by Algerian Rabah 
Madjer and managed by Maw- 
ade Wade, three-time national 
coach of Senegal and former 
member of CAFs executive 


committee. 

Squad: 

■ Goalkeepers: Andre 

Arendse (Cape Town Spurs and 
South Africa), Abiodun Barawa 
(Shooting Stars and Nigeria) 

■ Defenders: Frank Amank- 
wah (FC Gutersloh and Ghana), 
Celestine Babayaro (Anderlecht 
and Nigeria), Mark Fish (Lazio 
and South Africa). Uche Oke- 
chukwu (Fenerbache and Nige¬ 
ria). Yasser Radwan (Hansa 
Rostock and Egypt). Taribo 
West (Auxerre and Nigeria) 

■ Midfielders: Daniel Amok- 
achi (Besiktas and Nigeria). 
Mustapha Hadji (Sporting Lis¬ 
bon and Morocco), Austin Oko- 
cha (Fenerbache and Nigeria), 
Sunday Oliseh (FC Cologne and 
Nigeria). Moussa Saib (Auxerre 
and Algeria). Eric Tinkler (Cag¬ 
liari and South Afria) 

■ Strikers: Tljani Babangida 
(Ajax Amsterdam and Nigeria), 
Paulao (Benfica and Angola). 
Souleymane Jiane (Laussane 
and Senegal) 


Baggio will stay at Milan despite 
frosty relationship with Sacchi 


MILAN—Roberto Baggio may have 
saved AC Milan from defeat Sun¬ 
day. but he has won scant praise 
from coach Arrigo Sacchi as tension 
between them continues to dog the 
Italian champions. Trailing 1-0 at 
Cagliari. Baggio came on as a sub¬ 
stitute at the start of the second half 
and immediately galvanized the 
Milan attack. 

Baggio mode a series of danger¬ 
ous runs into the area—at one stage 
it took four Cagliari defenders to 
stop him. he then set up Chrisiqphe 
Dugarry's equalizer and also hit the 
post from the acutest of angles. But 
Sacchi. the man who axed Baggio 
from the Italian national team after 
the 1994 World Cup, would not 
heap praise on the pony-tailed 
striker, preferring instead to talk of a 
team effort. 

“U is always easier, when you're 
making a comment on a game, to 
single out an individual. But I don’t 
like doing that." Sacchi said. 


And as for Baggio Sacchi added: 
“He made his contribution. He diet 
some notable things and showed real 
skill when he hit the post. But then, 
the whole team was playing better in 
the second half.” Sacchi. who took 
over from Oscar Washington Taba- 
rez. crossed swords with Baggio 
during training last month, saying he 
stood little chance of playing in a 4- 
4-2 formation and absolutely none in 
a 4-5-1. The falling-out between the 
two men immediately raised specu¬ 
lation that the San Siro crowd 
favourite would soon be leaving. 

•The basic thing is whether peo¬ 
ple want me or not,” Baggio said at 
the time. "And 1 have to spend a few 
days thinking about that- 

As for leaving Milan, he said; I ro 
not ruling anything out now, not even 
that, I need to think about what to 

do.” . . . 

On the other hand,defending Senes 
A champions AC Milan said Monday 
they were determined to keep Roberto 


Baggio until his contract expires in 

1998 ‘ s . ■ ,u„ 

“Baggio will stay with us in cne 
future." vice-president Adriano Gal- 
liani said. "Only the coach can 
decide if Baggio plays the whole 
match or not. But Baggio's contract 
runs till 1998 and we want him to 
stay with us. “On Sunday, against 
Cagliari, he played very, very well. 
He's always a champion.” 

Last week. Napoli's general direc¬ 
tor Ottavio Bianchi invited Baggio 
to move there, but the player said he 
had no plans for the moment to 
leave Milan. 

Italian media has said that Baggio 
has a frosty relationship with Arrigo 
Sacchi, Milan’s new coach and for¬ 
mer national team manager. Galliam 
denied reports last week that Milan 
were interested in Lazio defender 
Alessandro Nesta. “He's a very 
good defender but we've never 
made an offer for him," Galliam 
said. A 


Klinsmann says 
short-term future 
with Munichl 


GLASGOW—German captain Juergen Klin¬ 
smann. in Scotland for two friendly marches, 
refuses to look further than the end of the 

season. ~~ . . „ _ 

■In football you never know, but all my 
concentration is on Bayern right now," Klin¬ 
smann said after arriving in Glasgow with his 
Bayern Munich team-mates for a challenge 
match against Raith Rovers in Kirkcaldy on 
Tuesday to be followed on Wednesday by the 
Peter Grant testimonial at Celtic Park. 

‘There were a few contacts but there is no 
point in making a decision at this time ” the 
former Tottenham star said of speculation he 
might return to an English Premier League 
club. 

Tt is always a pleasure when big clubs in 
England are trying to get you. but there's no 
point in discussing it at the moment. I'll finish 
at least this season with Bayern." 

Klinsmann wants to win the League and 
cup double with Bayern this season and the 
two matches in the next two days are part of 
Bayern’s build-up for the second-half of the 
season. 

“Celtic will be a good test for us because 
we want to see how we are fitness-wise at the 
moment," he added. ■ 
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Marv Pierce of France in action on her way to victory over Sabine Appel* 
mans of Belgium Tuesday at the Ford Australian Open at Flinders Park 
- i/.n.niirnd Australia. Pierce beat AoDelmans 1-6. 6-4. 6-4 . Photo by *v 
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mans of Belgium Tuesday at uie rora Australian upen at rimaers ranc 
in Melbourne, Australia. Pierce beat Appelmans 1-6 , 6-4, 6-4 . Photo by ^ 
Clive Mason/AUsport. 
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